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Creenwjch. 

^1 Have hitlierto, my beloved St. Clare, 
^•and lady Abbefs, been fuccefsful in my plan, 
^ut am unfortunately prevented" from im;- 
[mediately putting the mod important part 
5; of it into execution ; whicb is that of fet- 
i^ting out on my long*d-for return to ^^Q^* * 
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- W-ben- 1 concluded my laft ktter (whiek 
from what unhappy caufe I am yet to learn 
I dare hardly hope has reached you) I told 
you, Monfieur Mitard was on the point of 
going out to attend on fome female ac- 
quaintance, but recolleding, as I fuppofed) 
the commiflion he had received to watch 
my Jpotions, he fuddenly pleaded an en-r 
gagement and returned. 

I had put up, in as fmall a compafs as 
would .contain them, a couple of dimity 
dreffes, and fome linen; and defcended 
foftly with it, as far as ^he front parlour, 
which apartment is occupied by the woman 
of the houfe, where the Mitard's lodge, 
who luckily happened to be out of the way : 
I had hardly time^ when I faw the man re- 
turn, to lay down my bundle, before he 
''approached me, and begged to have the 
honor of entertaining me one half hour; I 
underftood this requeft as a pretence for 
keeping me in his fight, and with great a^ 

feftg.d 
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fefted indifference, walked up again into 
their drawing room. 

1 know not how to wound you with the 
humiliating recital ; the man aftually had 
the effrontery to make me a flaming decla- 
claration of lov^ — offered immediately to 
place me out of the knowledge of Lord 
Morden, who was a very bad man, and of 
his wife, who alfo was a very bad woman, 
and in Ihort, gave me additional proofs, had 
thofe been wanting, that it was quite time 
for me to get out of their hands, 

I fmothered my indignation as^ well as 
I could, but Monfieur was perfe6lly in- 
formed by my looks, that his paffion was 
not likely to be fuccefsful, and he had in 
confecjuence of that information the affur- 
ance to threaten me with his important re- 
(entmenu 
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I left him apparently much enraged at 
the fang froid of my behaviour, and tra- 
verfing the room in great heat ; to my in- 
€xpreffible joy he threw the door aft<er me 
in fcorn, and I took that opportunity again 
to flip down flairs, ftepped into the par- 
lour for my bundle, and having gained the 
ftreet, deliberately walked to a {land of 
coaches, and brdered one to drive to 
Greenwich ; where on . enquiry I found 
Mr. Arnold was well known, and eafily 
procured directions to his houfe. 

He was at home ; and I was conduced 
into a large parlour, where, though little 
more than nine o'clock^ the family were 

at fupper. 

' • • • 

I had, during my ride, fo far altered my 
iirft plan, that I did not open my fejf with- 
out referve to Mr. Arnold, as I had in- 
tended ; but told him fimply that a Mrs. 
du Bois, had recpnimended his packet to 
mt, a§ the quickeft conveyance to France, 
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vrhitber I was defirous to return^ and re* 
queftcd to know his terms for the voyage : 
Oh I he iaid, we fhould not fall out, he 
had always done Mrs* du Bois's bufinef;?, 
and he believed fhe would not upbraJd hin> 
with extortion. — I then aiked him when he 
ihouldgo.. It was not quite certain, he 
iaid, as he waited for the arrival of fome 
India Ihips^ he was engaged to meet, and 
could not fail before they arrived^ 

. That> I acknowledged>< was iftconvehi-^ 
ent to mij as I had come to Greenwich 
expe6Ung^ from Mrs. du Bois^s account, to 
have an immediate , paffage, and was not 
provided with lodgings : Mrs. Arnold be- 
lieved I might be accommodated next door 
with an apartment; and offered to fend 
her fervant to enquire* - 

I have not been able to account for it,* 
for this woman is one of the moft unami-<» 
able difpofitions I have ever known ; but 

B ^ ^>\\\\v<;|^ 
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during the abfence of the fervant, after 
having fixed a pair of moll forbidding cye» 
on me for fome time, Ihe whifper'd 'her 
hufband, a plain/ honeft, ignorant #man ; 
and at length (obferving I believe my 
looks were not the moil tranquil) faid^ Ihe 
hoped I would not make myfelf uneafy^ 
for that if Mrs. Farinioig's rooms were en- 
gaged, I fliould be welcome to an apart- 
ment in her boufe^ *trllMr^ Arnold failed^ 

I was lucky enough to «:s|>re& my ac- 
knowledgmeBts in a mafineir that feemed to 
gratify her; frofti ar flight invitation,, fhe 
proceeded to infift upon my being her 
gueft; and immediately feat aoiother fer-; 
vant to put an end to the treaty with her 
ileighbaup. A chair was thea iet at the 
table, and hearty invitations giveumeto 
join their meal, which I was too much 
agitated to accept, having a violent head- 
ach: I retired early, not to reft, but to 
unburden all my cares to my beloved 

friends; 
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friends ; Avho if ever I fhould fee them* 
again, will be convinced their Agnes truly* 
repents the firft, and only concealment, 
fhc ever made from them. 

There fat at table, madam, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnold; a young woman about two 
and twenty their only daughter, very much 
dreffed^ and rather handfome ; three boys 
their fons, and a pretty young creature 
about feventeen, who very much excited 
my curiofity ; they call her Betfy^ and af- 
feft to treat her as an inferior, at the fame 
moment, when fhe fits perfeftly at eafe, 
Commanding the whole family — Ihe has an 
air of great dignity, and at times pride— 
but in general there is an arch fweetnefs,. 
and playful gaiety in her manner, which 
renders her very pleafing: I could not 
help fixing my attention fo much on her,, 
as to draw the obfervatiori of Mrs. Arnold,, 
who followed me to my chamber, for the 
fole purpofe of informing me— Betfy was 

B 3,, tfec 
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the orphan dau^ter of a poor cJergyinai?,; 
who was come up to London to be ap-- 
prenticed by^the fund> a charit^able infli- 
tution as flie explained^ fojc the benefit of 
the childxen of the mferior clergy.. 

< NoWy continued Mrs* Arnold^ both 
Mr. Aroold and myfelf are very tender— 
l^earted ; and fo we thought we raought a& 
well' koq) the poor thing, and make her 
\jifeful in thq family ; flie has agreed indeed^ 
to pay; for her board, *tiU Tome friend 
^rn^s to town^ from whom fhe has expec- 
tations^ but as I fay,. Lord! where is. Iha 
iQt get money ? and fo I, tell her, but fhe 
Is. fo flighty, and whimficalj, there is na 
fuch thing s^s making her think ; fhe waa 
yecommei^ided tO; us by Mr. Arnold's fif-^ 
ter, who Jives : with a great lady in the 
country* . > 

I thanked Mrs^ Arnold for her cornmu-.^ 
iicationsi who hinted^ that the reafon^ 

ihe 
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flife favored me with* fuch an early mark 
of confidence, was, for fear I fliould, as 
many others had done, take Betfy for »* 
young woman of fortune, and her Nancy's 
equaU 

Surely, my dear madam, I have not in* 
every article, forgot your moral inftruc- 
tions ; • whatever may be Mrs. Arnold V 
natural difpofition, her behaviour to me,- 
has been hitherto civil ; nay, it has even 
}>€en friendly • yet my heart retreats from ♦ 
the union of mind, fuch condndL fhould 
create ; ftie is indeed extremely low bredy^ 
and, like her hulband, ever barbaroufly- 
abufing the Englifh language, by mifplacing ; 
the found. of letters, and miflaking, not 
only the pronunciation of words, but their 
meaning alfo ; by which means their con- 
verfaticMi; is a compound of vulgarifm^. 
and ignorance ; but,, as it is my fate, or* 
rather the effeft of my folly^ .that lihpuld- 
be #Eift among people fo very dvSo^t^wv 
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from the dear, the poUt^> and friendly fo- 
ciety, where I received my firft ideas, I 
muft reconcile myfelf to what I cannot, 
now, avoid : whatever evils, or^mortifica- 
tion I may in the world be fubjeft- to, I 
know where I fhall be at peace. 

I am going my dear friends, fweet, and . 
ever refpe&ed guides of my youth, to im- 
plore the prote&ion of the holy virgin, 
may be extended to my foul ; and that I 
may live and die, in the pure praftice of 
every virtue, you have taught me to re- 
vere : and oh ! my dear lady Abbefs ! ho- 
nored St. Clare ! may I venture without 
injuring thofe virtues, to repeat to you a 
name, never out of my thoughts. 

I am, -it is true, difpleafed, and with 
reafon ; Edward Harley, that amiable \ 
that accomplilhed ! that modeft young 
mafi! dared to accufe Agnes de Courci 
-of inmioral conduft % he prefumed^ to 

viouud 
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wound my ears with tales of the bIackefl^ 
calumny, levelled againft my better felf; 
and had the barbarity to tell me, he was - 
himfelf of the number of my calumniators; 
for this^I certainly ought to hate, to de- 
fpife him — ah ! madam, dear St. Clare ! I : 
am a weak, a very weak oreature; it is 
thus I reafon with my wayward heart; but 
fpight of all my efforts, his elegant form, his 
delicate manners, and the reftitude of his 
principles ; form an agremen, that rufhes 
between my reafon and my imagination, 
wholly obfcuring the one> while the other, 
brightens into rapture.. 

I wifh he was known to you ; I wifli— • 
ah how vainly! he had once prefented 
himfelf at your grate ; you would furely 
think favorably of him ; his addrefs is at 
once, fimpleand refined— and his voice — 
do you not remember how St. Clare once 
o^patiated on the power of a melodious 
voice ?— •" It is pleafant even in common 

B 6 COlVH^\^^X\CA\^ 
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converfatioh, it foftens feverity and it en- 
hances kindnefs (faid the dear faint) but 
when w^ hear the comfortable tenets of 
the fcripture^ — the abfolution of fin, pro- 
nounced in a voice of melody, it pierces 
\rith delightful extacy into the fouL" 

Let me beloved St. Lawrens, ♦hicie in 
your friendly, your maternal bofom i the 
burning blulhes of your Agnes^ when fhe 
confeifes, this man — this Harley's voice^ 
has that very efFeft on her, which the 
bifhop at Abbeville's has on St. Clare — 
it continually vibrates on -my ears, and 
even when I fleep, it', is ever prefent to 
my ideas— -obferve madam, in extenuation 
of his offence, he was himfelf in defpair at 
the fituation in which the barbarous tongue 
of flander had placed me; he wiflied to 
reform n\e, to convince me of the errors 
lie fuppofed me facinated with ; he offered 
me, the prote£lion of a virtuous womani 
his fifter i and he pleaded, heavens with 

what 
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what eloquence ! the caufe of an injuried^ 
deferted matron. . . 

. Alas ! madain^ was it for binj, yhafe* 
own open heart, might h^ve been fcruti^ 
nized by infant candour, to read mine"? 
to develope the labyrinths in which human 
cunning conceals its depravity ? how often 
have I feen his fine eyes fill, as he con- 
templated my features; how frequently, 
have the fcalding meifengers of pity drop'd 
on my hands ; and oh ! how many, ihany 
times, have the agonies of. his fwelling 
. heart, obliged him to ru(h out of com- 
pany ; and when I have followed — have I 
not found him defparing, and frantic; the 
cold drops {landing on his forehead ; y^t 
has the voice of your Agnes, inftantly. 
calmed the tempeft of his foul; and by* 
the mere fimple efforts of common civility, 
Wd all his unruly paffions, captives in the 
btnds of reafon* 
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Suffer me, dear madam, to carry yoa m 
imagination with me to his own little de- 
mefne ; delight your ears with the falter- 
ing bleffings of the old, the fervent grati- 
tude of the middle aged, the lifping, and 
familiar, but not lefs fincer^good will of in- 
fancy, all followingthe fleps of my Harley ; 
while his own effulgent eyes, bright with 
the emanation of benevolence, and charity, 
dares turn from thofe grateful dependants, 
to that being, who judges the motive with the 
flS, in equal con6dence and fecurity. 

Let us wander through the delightful 
groves which furround his neat dwelling, 
where we fhall be furprifed into apleafing 
wonder; religion, romance, and paffion; 
feem to have blended their powers in the 
decorations, and orhaments of this facred 
folitude : behold my Harley, with what 
manly fenfe he diflinguiflies, with what 
true tafte he explains, with what fenfibility 

he 
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he glaws^ and with what reverential ardor 
he preferves the reliques of fond aflPeflion^ 
bequeathed him by an amiable and mater* 
nal friend. 

Oh I madam^ pity your 

Acnes.. * 
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LETTER LI. 



jlgnes in continuation^ 



Greenwich. 

X HESE people, the Arnolds, do not 
grow in eftimation on acquaintance, yet 
to me they are civility itfelf. 

I am perfuaded there is more in the 
charafter of the young perfon I defcribed 
to you than they know; flie treats me with 
a familiar kind of afFeftion which is far 
from difpleafing, but the family are fo 
much the obje£ls of her contempt, that I 
am obliged to look exceeding grave, to 
keep her in any kind of order when Ihe 
fpeaks of thcm« 

1 
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I was pafling the door of herapartmint 
this mornings \«;hen flie caUed after mei-^ 
Mifs — Mifs Thingimy, come here, I want 
to. fpeak with yoiL I gravely, alked^ i£ it 

was mc fhe addreffed? . 

.• , • 

She anfwereJ in the affirmatiye, qrnte 
unembarraffed, and as foon als I entered^ 
Ihut the door; then pointing to a taWej| 
where lay a jMece of clotlv and d boy's 
ftiirt not very clean, do yoaJtbow, afted 
flie, very, feriouily,, how to cut out a Ihirt^ 

I could not help fmiling at the fimpKcity^ 
f)f the qiieftion, and yet upon confidferi4 
tion I really did not, (be looked earncftly; 
in my face— why child ! you are as igno-»; 
rant as myfelf then, . but keep your own 
fecret ; for if you acknowledge fo much to 
Madam Fuffoek, you wjll be fet down as 
a mighty worthlefs body;, come,, do. bet. 
feated^ and let us try if we cannot con-* 
trive it between us — here continued flie,p 
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(taking the fliirt up between the handles of 
ber'fciffars) this is the pattern. 

I proiefted my inability — ^well now, -that 
is fo ftupid. 

I thought, faid I, your mother who had 
fo large a family (fhe burft into an immo- 
4erate fit of laughter) would have taught 
you thofe little matters. 

' To be fure, anfwered fhe, 'tis mightjr 
odd flie did not — if— if (fmothering ano- 
flier laughing fit) fhe knew herfelf. All this 
time fhe was turning and twifting the ctoth 
-5— no, *twont do. Til even' go and return 
Madam FufFock her cloth, and give my 
young lady^a lefTon on her humflrum, do 
you underfland mufic ? — a little. 

Well then, by way of confering a favor 
6n you, for which I expeQ: you will be 
very grateful, I'll fhew you a lefTon, I 
have been compofing for my pupil's ira-> 
provcment. 

This 
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This was a fheet of nnifie papcr^ fiHed 
vdth fuch a combinatioa of flats, fharjxs^ 
quavers, and femibreves ; that I faw di-- 
reftly fhe was turning the fcience into ri- 
dicule, or rather playing on the folly of 
the Arnolds.' 

Come> faid fhe, fnatching the paper out 
€if my hand, I fee you know too much— 

And if, faid I^ I were to acauaint Mrs^ 
Arnold? _ 

You dare not. , 

How madam? 

I know you dare not, your heart wilF 
jiot let you; ♦ 

Why fhould youi fancy my heart will da' 
mote for y6u, than yours for Madam Fuf-. 
fock a^ you call her ? 

Oh I that, is quite another thing— we are 
of a different order of beings. 

Indeed! but methinks you fhould fpeat 
for . yaurfelf only^ without venturing to 
pronounce for me, who am fo great a 
flranger* . 
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' Rreally child^ aufWered Hie, ferioufly, 
yo\i miftake the thiiHg very much— you are 
no ftranger to me at alL 

Recollefl:, madani^ the confeqirence it 
is of to me to be concealed, and you will 
conceive the alarm I felt, when the vok- 
tile girl made fo unexpe&ed a declaration,* 

Not a ftranger to you, Mifs, replied I, 
very coldly, pray where have I had th^ 
honor of being known to you before ? 

Oh f no where, but there is, I haVc 
beard fay, one infaliibte rule, by which 
fpirits^of a certain defcription, become fa- 
miliar with each other;, andthat is by the 
fympathy of generous, and elevated fenli- 
ments ; you, I perceived within tfic firft ■ 
hour of our acquaintance, are of that de- 
feription ; no matter what I am, you will 
know fome time or other; but y^cA- as /• 
4Wj, you fee I cannot level myfelf to the 

^ricej. 



AGNES. « 

people I am with: yet, though I do not 
efteem, I do not hate the creatures j they 
amufe e, and while they fancy^ am the 
objeQ: of tlieir oftentatious charity, they 
are in reality flaves to my whim, and ca- 
price ; they like me in fpite of the tricks 
I play them, and are fo fearful of dif- 
obliging me, that the authority, and in- 
fluence, I infenfibly gain over them, is a 
contirmation of my favorite thefis, •* the 
power of fympathy,'' which even th^fe 
ftupid people cannot refill; they think me 
the orphan daughter of a poor country 
parfoji, whofc large family kept him in a 
ftate of loo mach poveity, to provide for 
his offspring: and to a young girl, fo fitu- 
ated, the afylurn their family affords would 
perhaps be very acceptable. They, are of 
the order of /^///^ great folks, who would 
furely be proud to make a dependanty^e/ 
their obligation; yet you fee, they are ac- 
tually afraid of difobliging me, they are 
no lefs civjl to you, and what can the in- 
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voluntary humanization of fuch favagcs 
proceed from, but Jympathy ? 

They take you for a poor patfon's 
daughter, then you are not fo in reality, 
faid I, looking earneftly at her. 

She coloured exceflivcly, and anfwered, 
Mifs Mary Farquar, for that I think is 
your travelling name— when you are dif- 
pofed to exchange confidence with me, I 
will be ready to renew this converfation ; 
'till when, I wifti (laughing) for your own 
fake, you could cut out a Ihirt ; I fuppofe 
you can embroider, fillegree, draw, and 
all the ufelefs et-cetara's ; but let me ad- 
vife you to learn to work plain work ; 
which the good lady of this mahfion, avers 
is the ground of all female perfefiion ; and 
fo Mifs Mary Farquar— bon jour. ' 

You will confefs, my dear madam, this 
young perfon is an extraordinary charac- 
ter; but I dare not truft her too far ; flie 

is 
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IS not only young, and volatile, but giddyj 
and thoughtlefs to excefs. 

Mr. Arnold, and his wife, are doating^ 
ly fond of their daughter, who is rather a 
handfome girl ; but unhappily, has heard 
from her ill-judging parents, fo much of 
her beauty ; and from her infancy, been 
taught to expefl fo much from its influ- 
ence ; flie has rejefted feveral young men 
in her own ftation of life, in expeftation 
of attrafling the regard of feme perfon of 
faftion; which has been her invariable 
purfuit^ from the age of feventeen, and 
which fhe ftill flatters herfelf will Jiappen i 
Betfy as they call her owes, they fancy, 
her irrefiftable power of pleafing to her 
accomplifliments; they are therefore ex- 
ceedingly anxious, Mifs Arnold fliall equal 
her in thofe; as to perfoh, there is, they 
think, no comparifon. 

The 
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The poor beauty, as Betfy calls bef^ i« 

really in a pitiable fituation ; every day 

opens with frefli hopes, which the evening 

is ftire tto :prove falacious ; new drefles, 

and graces, are conftantly exhibildd at the 

windows, and in walks up and down the 

-dufty road; the hill itfelf (where they live) 

is not more knowfi, than the face of Mife 

•Arnold; yet the man of faftiion, who is to 

carry this prodigy off in his coachi does 

Bot appear ; and thus kept on the edge of 

vexpeftation, a, continued feries of difap- 

pointment, not fcldom ruffles a temper, 

that would naturally be fubmiffive, and un- 

afpiring; if (he had not the misfortune, to 

be in her own eftimation, and that of her 

•friends— ^^ hauty. 

You will my ineftimable monitrefs, for- 
give me for beguiling my anxiety, by a 
defcription, which fliews in a new light, 
the importance of thofe obligations, your 
care of the early pf ogrefs of my education, 

lays 
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lays on me: to yout elegatit accomplilh- 
ttients, your refined fenfe, and itioral vir- 
tues, it is, that i owe the little all which i» 
valuable in me ; and it is to thofe I am in- 
debted, for the fortitude which fupports 
me, in mfy prefent difagreeaMe fituatioiu 

r 

i havcjuft four guineas in my purfe; 
the longer Mr. Arnold defers his voyage^ 
the larger will be my debt to him : he will 
land me in any port on the French ooaft ; 
i wilh to go to Bologne, becaufe, if my 
ill Aars do not (bed their malignant indu*- 
•ence over every aft of my life 5 I feall 
find the good father Dominick there ^ that 
worthy friend of St. Clare, who was - in- 
deed her cafhier, as well as friend, from 
my firft remembrance; I have no doubt 
of his readinefs to receive me into his pro- 
teftion, *till I can throw myfelf at the feet 
of my dear lady Abbefs — *tis however a 
tedious interval, *till I fet out on my long 
defired journey ; and were the Mitards to 

Vol. lil. C difcovec 
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^ifcover me, I dread leaft the power of 
Lord Morderv, united with their depravity 
-and cunning fhould be fuccefsfully exerted, 
to detain me here, and perh2q)8 even de- 
prive me of the humble protedion Mr, 
Arnold's roof now affords. — Oh ! inadam^ 
3vere every young woman who voluntarily 
abandons the proteQion of her real friends, 
lo encounter the difficulties, and anxiety, 
to which I have been expofed ; and were 
ihofe to be publicly known, would it not 
•have the happy effeft, of rendering the 
tranquil home, dear to the daughters of 
innocence ? how (hould I now fupport my- 
felf, were I not confcious that I had a plea 
to offer in vindication of my conduft, the 
pure in heart will not totally rejeft? was 
the guilt of difobedience added to the pre- 
fent diftreffes of my mind, I know I fhould 
ifink under them. 

I long, yet dread to fee you; howfliall I 
approach St. Clare, if fhe is difpleafed with 

hex 
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her Agnes ? how fhall 1 bear to fee her 
languid countenance, clouded with vexa* 
tion for me ? how meet the benign eyes of 
Madame St. Lawrens, turned, for the 
firft time, in anger on her, for whom fhe 
has done, and felt fo much ? oh ! fpare the 
poor culprit ! her whole life to come fhall 
be devoted to penitent obedience: ye?, 
Harley ! even thy feducing image, fhall be 
torn from the foul of Agnes, thou charm«- 
ing heretic ! yet I will pray for thy con* 
■ verfion, I will venerate thy virtues, and 
never forget the emanations of goodnefs 
vhich graced thy every look ; thefe are the 
ablations due Ip a fouj like thine, and in 
^hefe, my dear St. Lawrens, my beloved 
Su Claare will join their 
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J^nes in contirmalion. 



HE, event 1 moft dreaded is come to 
pafs ; that Lord Morden, indefatigable in 
wickednefs, has difcovered me, and I am 
breathlefs with terror, with aftonilhment ! 
yes my dear refpefilable, venerable friends, 
your Agnes is aftually in dread of being 
fent to a common prifon, the vile Mitard ! 
has fent me a demand from his attorney of 
fifty pounds — a miftake, occafioned by the 
vanity of the Arnolds, I have reafon to 
think preferved me this day from an infult 
which is too complicated in horrors to be 
thought on; the niglit is now overcaft, and 
1 have to determine^ only, whether I will 

teil 
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.tell Mr. Arnold my fituation, or again by 
efcaping from hence continue a migration 
to which I fee no end : what will become 
©f me ? whofe offences are thus vifited on 
my devoted head ? what have I done to 
deferve thus to be abandoned, to mifery, 
anddefpair? 

• 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold are out ; 1 there- 
fore will once more try to compofe my 
agitated thoughts, by addreffing them to 
you. 

Betfy, thfe little inmate whom I men- 
tioned in my laft, generally fits in whart 
they call Mifs Arnold's apartment; itcon- 
fifts of a fitting room, and bed-chamber, 
and contains the books, mufic, and work 
belonging to her; and there is a large 
light clofet fliuts in at one end, where 
Bctfy fleeps ; the back of the houfe is by 
much the more pleafant, and there for ob?- 
trious reafons, I moftly am 5 Mifs Arnold 

c a - ^ 
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as I before faid, is always ftationary ^ 
one, or other, of the front windows. 

I remarked this morning, Mifs was pari* 
tlcularly fine; and that fome fignificant 
looks, were exchanged between the father, 
and mother, with nods^ winks, and allu^ 
fions I did not underftand, nor was I at 
all ambitious of being honored with their 
confidence: and therefore as foon as the 
breakfaft equipage was removed^ I left the 
room^ 

I was followed on tip-toe by Bctfy, who^ 
beckoned me to her apartment, and there 
very ferioufty told me, the Lord was come: 
^t laft — not to you, continued fhe (feeing 
me change colour) but to our beauty. 

He has been loitering about^ thefe three 
days, waiting an opportunity no doubt to 
throw himfelf at her feet— the foft fouS 
xides'by in his Yis-a-viS| leaves it at the 
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inn, and then comes to reconnoitre on foot j 
nay, perceiving perhaps fome incredulity 
i^ my looks, it is an abfolute fa6l^ — wt can- 
not be miftaken — we have feen him our- 
felves — and the chandler {hop woman 
where we deal having found out his qua- 
lity from his own footman, came and told 
the whole aflFair to Madam Fuffock : our 
fortunes are all made, and moreover when 
MifsArnoldisa countefs, I fhallbe,anpleafe 
you, her ladyfliip's humble companion. 

This ftory, related with a humourous 
gravity, I know not why, affe£led me in a 
ftrange manner; I felt my felf chilled, and 
burning alternately ; I trembled, and turned 
fo fick, I was obliged to open the window^ 
for air. 

Heavens!' cried the trifler^ what are 
you about ? do you know, that we are fo 
tenacious of pur conqueft ; fo afraid ano- 
iber pretty facebcfides our own fhould be 

G 4 N^S&K^v 
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yifible; that Madam Fuflbck has give» 
pofitive orders, no window fhall be opened^ 
nor any one, fave our beautyj, be feen at 
the front of the houfe ? not but,, I am dew 
termined to have a peep to day let the 
lotd take it as he wilU 

I ftill continued faint, and did not re^ 

laave fi\.».i the window^ 

Oh ! very well, eoatinued Betfy,. I fee- 
you won't mind me, you want to rival 
Mifs Arnold, and as I live,, here comes 
the old lady* 

As I bad no idea,, the cMrder s fa ludi- 
croufly repeated by the prating girl, had 
been really given ; I continued at the 
window, but X was fooo made fenfible of 
my error, 

Mifs Farquar^ faid Mrs^ Arnold^ out of 
kfreath with paffion^ I think I am miftrefs 



A G N £ S. 



as 



of this here houfe ; and for to let you^ for 
to know ; I mean to remain fo. 

Who difputes your authority madam, 
faid I ? with as much humility as I could 
aflume. 

You Mifs, you do, how dare you pre* 
fume for to open that there window, ven 
I ordered it to be kept (hut ? but I fee 
what you would be at Mifs, I fee through 
your little hartifices, and fift on your im- 
mediately perviding yourfelf vith another 
login ; ril not keep folks in my houfe, for 
to take the bread out of my child's mouth, 
I promife you. 

Blefs me, madam ! anfwered I — I do 
not comprehend you. 

Get yourfelf a login, Mifs,^ you com-r- 
prehend that, I fuppofe. 

Underftand^ my dear lady Abbefs, that 
this woman* spaffion, and her voice were 
both raifed at every fentence ftie uttered; 
and the lafl was delivered witbfuch an in-. 

. C 5. ^^asi.^^ 
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flamed countenance^ and loud tone of 
voice, that frightened at her violenee, and 
dreading to what further lehgths it might 
be carried, I burft into tears ; and th6ugh 
my ficknefs, and faintnefs returned, was 
battening out of the houfe, as faft as I 
coukl go. 

Stay, Mifs Farquar, cried the little ge- 
nerous Betfy, flay for me; and then tying 
on her ftraw bonnet, good bye, dame Ar- 
nold, when your houfe is again honored 
by the refidence of a gentlewoman, learn 
to treat her better. 

Why pray, Mifs Pert, anfwered Mrs^ 
Arnold, where are you going ? nobody 
faid nothing to you* 

I advife you, Mrs* Arnold, anfwered 
flie, in a haughty tone, not to infuk me^ 
you know I won't bear it— call me by my 
name if you pleafe — 'I fhall go with Mifs 
Farquar — don*t imagine I will be made a 
prifonet of, and be deprived of the frefli 
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air, becaufe your daughter has captivated 
a lord; God help you I I wifh y<Ju knew 
them as well as I do, you would then 
know that one hone ft man is worth fifty 
lords, whofe chief merit is their title ; not 
but there are exceptions, and many too— 
this new idol of yours may be one for 
aught I know or care — but I aflure you, 
neither a lord, nor all the titles in the 
world, fhall give you anthority to infult 
me. 

Why child, did I affront ^oir? replied 
Mrs. Arnold, in the ufual mild key, -to- 
which the fpirit of my little friend is fure 
to reduce her - ^ - 

Yes you did — when you fly into your 
fooliiOh, vulgar paffions, with a young per- 
Ton, who I am fure is much your fuperiof^. 
atid a gerttlewoman, before my face, and- 
in my apartment, it is an affront to me-^ 
land I won't ftay in your houfe a moment 
after flic quits it. 

C 6 ' Nay, 
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Nay Betfy, you knovr I always refpcfU 
a gentlewoman, becaufe I am one myfelf. 

So you ought, what (ignifies your telling 
me of your father, and uncles, and the reft 
of the 'fquires of your family; if you dif- 
credit your birth, by ill treating a young 
lady, who is under the proteQion of your 
roof. 

Well, Mifs Farquar, you may ftay, 
cried the vulgar woman, half proud at 
the hint of her gentility, and half hum- 
bled at the conceifions, the generous girl 
had extorted from her. 

fye, Mrs, Arnold ! is that the way 
you apologife for the excefs, to which 
your paffion tranfported you ? Mifs Far- 
quar does not wifh to fiay, and I am fure 
will not; except you make a proper ac- 
knowledgment for the errors of your in- 
decent paffion. 

1 floods during this converfation in fi. 
lent wonder, at the influence the little 
pleader had over our turbulent hoftefs ; 

whomi 
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whom (he aSually prevailed on to afk my 
pardon^ and then civilly turned her out of 
the room, on pretence, that we were go- 
ing to be very bufy, in contriving a new 
head-drefs for Mifs Arnold. • . 

Poor ftupid, vulgar wretch^ faid (he, 
Glutting the door, I wifli we had gone i 1 
am tired of them I affure you. 

My tears would flow, although I did all 
1 could to repref^ them ; the fweet girl 
kifled my cheek, and begged me to be 
comforted, till flie caught the inf^p^iion 
from me; but her fpirits which are very 
ftrong, could not bear like me to vent her 
tears in filence ; fhe w^s feized with viop* 
lent hyfterics, and continued very ilLthe 
whole morning: Mrs. Arnold and hef 
daughter were both fo fincerely concerned 
for, and foaffiduous about her^ that I mo^ 
cordially forgave her pafConate biehaviour 
to me : they are certsdnly very fond of 
her^ and it i$ hardly poifible to be other* 
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wife, (he is very amiable ; but to proceed 
in my unhappy ftory. 

The poll arrives twice each day widi the 
letters from London; and Mr. Ar^iold's 
back gate being the one next the town, the 
man rings at that; it fo happened the gate 
was open, and I was croflrng a court which 
feperate the houfe, from the garden, at 
the moment the poft-man came, and read 
aloud the direftioh of abetter. To Mifi 
Lowfa Fermer, faid he, is there fuch a lady 
Tiere? I don*t know what I anfwered, 
but in my fright took the letter, and ran 
writh it to my chamber ; it contained 

l^adarti, 

Mr. lilitard hdVirtg direfled me to 
dl^hiahd from y 6b the fuiti of fifty pounds, 
due firoin you, to him, for board and ne- 
ceffaries, I atn to dcquairit you, if the faid 
fum is not ihimcdiately paid, I ftiall ari-eft 

^ou 
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you without further notice. I am, your 
humble fervant, 

ThavtS'Inn. J^Capus. 

Again the fame fick and faint fenfation^ 
ivhich had feizcd me before returned ; and 
I was fo indifpofed, I was obliged to go 
into the garden for air : I had not been 
out five minutes, before Betfy ran towards 
me, with every mark of terror in her 
countenance.. 

Gh dear Farquart cried fhe, help me 
over this wall, let me make my efcape 
, zny how, any where, I am undone ! that 
wfetch Lord Mordent 

Lord Morden repeated I, firtkirtg ott 
'dit grafs. 

Oh lord ! yes ! he has found me out, 
^r^hicavcns feke, dear Firquar, ho^ Ihall 
I' get away? 

tfti feid I— I fear it » 7»^ he has^uriit 

You^ 
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You — ^anfwered Betfy, why what bu£-- 
finefs has he with you ? does he want to 
marry you too ? 

Oh ! no ! no ! would to God ! I was an 
hundred leagues off. 

. Oh ! fo do I a thoufand^ but why are 
you fo alarmed ? if you are not in danger 
of being forced to marry Lord Morden, 
you are not half fo unhappy as me ! and 
the poor thing threw herfelf down by me 
on the grafs-plot, / and again we wept to- 
gether. 

We were in this fituation^ when Mrs, 
and Mifs Arnold entered the garden. 

Oh ! cried Betfy, throwing her arms 
round me, they are -coming to fetch me, 
but I won*t go, I'll die firft. 

Rather, faid I,, their bufineis is with me. 

We were however both mulaken.;. they 
were in deep (and as it fhould fieem by 
the mutual fmiles, of mother and daughter) 
welUpleafed difcourfe ; fo entirely indeed 

viere 
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vere they engaged l^ the fubjeft of their 
converfation^ that they pafled on without 
feeing us, or fufpefting any perfon was 
near, to a garden feat^ which being^ (haded 
by jeflamines, woodbines, and other creeps 
crs, hid them from our view : but inte- 
refted as we were, you may believe wc 
liftene<l with great eagernefs^ and caution 
to their converfation* 

For my part, faid Mrs. Arnold, I thinks 
now, the fooner you fees him the better-^ 
delays are dangerous — many things happen 
between the cup and the lip — he has dei- 
clared himfelf, and therefore I vould have 
your papa come plump to the point. 

Law ! mamma, anfwered Mifs,that would 
be vaftly rediculous; and befides I (hould 
like to be a litde cruel at firft, and pertend 
I didn't like to change my condition, and 
fo you know he vill be unhappy, and 
follow me to the aflembly^ and dear I how 
the }A\h Keelys, and the Mifs Tobyns„ 
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and the Mifs f^aricers wilt fwell with envy 
when Lord Morden's parriage is called^ 

I had here a violent pinch from Betfy* 

Well my dear, fur be it from me to vant 
to giet rid of my Nancy — fee fhall do as^ 
flie pleafes ; only as I faid before delays 
are dangerous. 

But theayou know, mamma, if he opens 
Ids purpofals to papa, he can't you know 
go back; or now I think of it,^ (uppofewe 
pertend papa did not know of it, and fa 
make it a runaway match. 

Fiddle-de-dee of a runaway ma4:ch, no,^ 
sio ! I'll have every thing fair and above 
1>oard : my lord fpoke like a lord — ^madam, 
faid he, there is a young lady under your 
ofpital roofi and you will confer the 
greateft favor on me, if you will fuffer me 
to fpeak fix words to her. 

Betfy, and I, fighed refponfively— fhe 
continued — 

My lord,, fays I — J fhall be very happy 

you 
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you vill honor my houfe fo far as to vallc 
in— vaf 'nt that right ? appealing to Mifs. 

Oh ye«, certainly, vel^— 

Vel then, you fee, he comed into the 
parlour^ and I was fo forry the curtainsr 
and chairs were cafed up, and the carpet 
kiver'd, but howfever my lord didn't mind 
that a bit — but fays he, you bind me my 
dear ma*am, fays he, ever to your fervice 
by this condefcenfion ; I love this in-. 
cxorable beauty, would mak^ her miftrefsr 
of my fortune — but flbe flies my ard!ent 
love. 

There ! faid Betfy^ I motioned to her 
to keep filence^ Mrs. Arnold went on— 

Slights my paffion, and will not fiiffer 
me to breathe my vows at her feet — pity 
amiable Mrs. Arnold, a defpairing lover ;. 
and down my lord fell on his knees to me. 

Law, faid the delighted daughter, I vifh 
I had been there. Vel— 

Vel theft, fays I, my lord, fays I, thii: 
here is a very ferus bufineCi. 
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Only five mrnirtes^ let me have an op- 
portunity to urge my paffion five minutes 
and 

Indeed I interupted Mifs, he will be 
miftaken^ I fhall not confent in many five 
minutes, 1 affure him, five minutes I 

Vel, continued the mother, fo I told 
him as it was a thing of too ferus a nature, 
to refolve on in a minute; but I vould 
confiilt my hufband, and if he confented, 
his lordfhip mought qall to-morrow morn* 
ing, an ve vould talk to his lordfhip; and 
dear me, he was fo thankful, and bowed 
fo handfomly all Jlhe vay he vent out, and 
made fo many apologies for troubling me, 
as I vaited on him to hi& viz, a viz^ vel 
after all there is nothing like a downright 
parfon of quality. ' - 

Not if he is a lof d, mamma, and away 
the happy pair walked, flill harping on the 
lord, 'till they were out of hearings 

Now faid Betfy„ as foon as they were 
gone, I would give my little finger to be fure 

Miik 
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Mifs Arnold is really the objeft of Lord 
Morden's purfuit^ what think you Farquar ? 

I fliook my head. 

Do yoii know him ? faid (he. 

A little* 

Don'tyou think him afliocking creature. 

You know him I perceive. 

Not a little, I wa5 once in danger of 
being married to him, and if he were to 
get me into his odious power again, I fear 
1 TOuft rival our beauty whether 1 would 
#r not. 

My curiofity was now fo raifed about 
my amiable little friend, that I told her, I 
was ready to exchange confidence with 
her^ which five eagerly agreed to — but 
added flie, 'with a charming naivete — I 
ihall have fuch a vaft deal to fay, not that 
my ftory is long, but (fweedy blu&ing and 
cafting down her eyes) it really requires 
fo many apologies, and /o' much indul- 
gence, that I dare not drop my maflc, 

witboul 
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-without a long prayer for mercy 5 and fee 
thofe fooJifh things are returning, come to 
my room at bed time, and I will teli you 
«ll by moonlight, when you can't fee me 
blufh. 

Mrs. and Mifs Atnold then came up, fo 
1)rifk, and debonjur^ that all my appre* 
^enHon^ for layfelf vanifhed for the pre- 
Tent — but to-morrow, ohi what may not 
fiappcn to-morrow : I hear the family who 
liave been walking in the park return 1 
Betfy's hiftory may perliaps determine me, 
^nd fix the waverings of my mind, which 
ar^ wholly the refult of cowardiee ; I 
Uembie at the dangers I have pafl:, and my 
^eart recoils when, I refl.eft, it is poffible 
they may not be equal, to what may yet be 
fated for your 

A<?NES* 

A man beloi^iging to Mr. Arnqld is goiog 
%o London, I therefore fentj off this letter 
•p-God grant it may meet you at Paris, 
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EJtward Harl^, E/j; to Mrs. Butkr^ 



Hermitage. 

Jl he mortal part of your Harley is re- 
turned to his native country; harraffed 
with gric^ fatigue, and difappointment, 
<the fouUefs fugitive again addrefles his 
partial, his ever dear Butler^ and dearer 
Caroline: he afks ccmfolation from their 
friendfhipj and indulgence from their 
affedion. 

Whither deiar objeQ: of my adoration, 
art thou flown ? return, return to thy dit- 
4ra£led Harley, 



Oh 
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Oh Caroline 1 will her benign, her un- 
defiled foul, ever bend in pity, and pardon 
to the wretch who durft iirfult her purity, 
with the repetition of a calumny ; founded 
on the ever obftinate error of jealoufy, 
and fupported by prejudice ? alas ! I dare 
not hope it. 

The confufipn of guilt I have told you 
was not on her — yet (he fled — threw her- 
fclf (that dear enchanting form, where the 
ifoul of beauty is feen, not in a particulai 
feature, not in the tin£lure of the fkin, the 
glance of the eye, or turn of countenance ; 
but in an harmonized combination of all 
that is lovely in woman) alone, on a world 
where, (he is literally a ftranger.^ 

Oh ! Caroline, you who poffefs the bell of 
human hearts let the ftoiy of the injured 
Agnes warn yoo, never to give up the 
caufe of your fex, the hope of virtue, and 
the reputation of innocence^ * till you are 

furc 
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fure. Hill yomr o^n eyes, your ears, your 
(enfes, not the tongue of the malevolent, 
convince you they no longer exift : and 
even then, let the value of the gem you 
poffefs, teach you to commiferate, the ir- 
reparable misfortune;^ of a filler mortal who 
has loft it. 



Oh ] Agnes, where now is the power of 
that fympathy, which I fondly faid, would 
lead me to thee wherever thou wert ? loft^ 
funk in the chaos of defpair^ into which 
thy abfeiKC plunges me* 

I am returned to my Hermitage, hut my 
mind refufes to acknowledge its accuH. 
lomed retreats; it recognizes no fpot in 
my grove, but that where the form of 
Agnes, onc€ feen is forever remembered. 
Dif^ufted with my loved home, nly hum- 
ble friends, and moft of all with myfelf ; 
I fly, with eager avidity, to the bofom of 
friendfhip ; and while I record my fuf-* 

Vol. III. ]D fcutv^Sv 
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lerings, and blafted hopes, fancy I hear 
the rational voice of confolation from my 
friend, and feel the genial drops of pity 
^hich flow from the eyes of Caroline : yes, 
my fifter ! indulge the laudable weaknefs; 
you will not only weep for Harley, the 
gentle, the injured Agnes, will alfo Ihare 
your pity. 

Filled with hopes, which the extrava- 
gance of my enraptured fancy, had anti- 
cipated, and realized, I left home the mo- 
ment I had fealed my letter to you. 

I travelled poft, changing horfes oftener 
than it was either needful, or cuftomary, 
(topping only to make enquiries at the dif- 
ferent ftages, for the angel I was purfuing. 
The firft fifty miles towards Calais, I could 
hear nb kind of tidings of hqr, and the 
ardor 6f my hdpcs confequently a little 
abated : at G- — ^— it was my misfortune 
to hear, that a lady, young, handfome and 

* •" alone. 
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^lone, had taken the route to Calais; I 
followed and traced her from inn, to inn, 
till flie embarked on board a packet, which 
had failed from Dover twelve hours before 
I arrived ; not doubting but this was my 
Agnes, I procured a boat, notwithftanding 
the wind was very tempeftuous, which con* 
veyed me acrofs the channel; where, as I 
thought I fhould find myfelf awkward in 
the enquiries I had to make, I engaged a 
young feliow to attend me in quality of a 
linguift, who fpoke Englifh, and in every 
re/peft anfwered a good charafter, I re- 
ceived of him from the mafter of the hotel, 
where I flopped at Calais : from whence 
again I traced the lady I had followed from 
G— — -; fhe took her route through Lifle, 
and at laft (happily as I then thought) I 

lodged her at the hotel de , where to 

my extreme joy flie yet remained: I found 
her apartment, and without announcing 
myfelf rufhed in, and throwing myfelf at 
her feet, found it^was ■■ ■ not Agnes. 

Da The 
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The lady was furprifed, but not of- 
fended. 

Heavens! exclaimed I, am I deceived ; 
is it you, madam, I have followed ? and is 
not Mifs de Courci here ? 

I have not the honor to know Mifs^de 
Courci, fir, anfwered fhe, in broken 
Englifh. 

Did you come from England, is it you I 
have traced from G •? 

Certainly fir I have travelled that road. 

Good God ! faid I, ftarting up, and mo- 
tioning to leave the room — how I have 
been miftaken. 

I, at leaft am not to blame, faid the lady 
'i^ith great good-nature, and you will allow 
fome apology due, for intruding fo unex- 
peftedly into a lady's apartment. I ac- 
knowledged the juftice of her reproof, ai>d 
accepted her invitation to fupper. 

I found her a lively agreeable tittle wo- 
man, whofe hufband, a French negociator, 

from 



from Dijon^ had left her in England, on a 
vifit with fome of his correfpondents, and 
whom fhe expefted to meet her at Paris^ 
where he arrived while we were at fupper ;. 
and the gay creature made him and herfclf 

very merry at my difappointment.. 

• 

The next morning I prefented myfelf at 

the convent D , and enquired for Ma-* 

dame St. Lawrens ; I was informed flie was^ 

gone to Abbeville to vifit a dying religeufe; 

for whom flie had a particular friendfhip. 

I then afked, if a lady/ Mifs de Courci^ 
had not arrived at the convent from Eng-- 
iand ? 

Mifs de Courci, replied the lay filler,, 
vho anfwered my enquiries, is fhe return-. 
ing here? fhall we again fee that angelic 
creature ?^ — oh ! without doubt flie comes 
to confole our fuperior, who will greatly 
need it when her friend is called to the holy 
virg^in ; when fir, may we expeft her ? 

P 3 « 
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I thought to have found her here, faid 
I, (fighing) 

Perhaps, fhe is gone to Abbeville, an- 
fwered the nun ; (he was as much beloved 
by St. Clare, as by Madame St. Lawrens, 
and now I recolleQ, there was a talk of 
fending for her to - accompany the lady 
Abbefs. 

This was the intelligence I wanted. La 
Sortine procured the paflports, and we be- 
gan our journey to Abbeville, the next 
day, \^ich we purfued with the fame ra- 
pidity with which we reached Paris. 

The order of the convent at Abbeville 
4s very fevere, it aim^oft equals the famous 
one of La Trappe. 

The fifterhood chiefly confifting of ftr'ft 
penitents, whofe whole time, with the very 
little portion allowed for reft, is devoted to 
acts of fevere penance. 

Madame 
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The abbe fs SU Lawrens is a woman of 
high birth, and noble extraftion ; the or- 
4er of which fhe is fuperior, is compofed 
chiefly of women of family. Their rules 
are fimple but not ftri^t. The abbefs's 
countenance is very imprefling, the bril- 
liancy of her fine black eyes, and brows, 
chaftened by the humility of her deport- 
ment, are charmingly contrafted by her 
babit, which is white, with a long black 
-veil ; (he has a cuflom of walking, and con- 
verfiDg, with her hands folded, which are 
white as her linen, and beautifully formed; 
this attitude you would think could not be 
graceful, bat Madame St. Lawrens is grace 
itfelf in every fenfe. 

My enquiries for Mifs de Courci, foon 
gained me admittance to the parlour, where 
Madam St. Lawrens received me — Ihe 
anxioufly a£ked my reatbn for fuppofing 
Mifs de Courci was there. 

D4 I 
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I mentioned Madame de Vairmanf^s 
conjefture. 

How ftr, faid fc^i in very tolerable 
Englilh, what is this you teH me i^ has my 
Agnes, my child left the houfe of General 
Monerafs?' what can have happened i^ has 
)\e given her up ? does he no longer pro** 
tefl her ? has hq fo foon forgot the engage^ 
ment of his word ? is he regardlefe of the 
ties of blood ? is the violated honor of.hi«L 
family na more dear to him ? — happy Sk 
Clare f you are out of the reach of this, 
frcfli misfortune, the few moments you have 
yet to breathe, fliall not be rendeiied mi«^ 
ferable by thefe fatal tidings : — no I (mek^ 
ing into tears) this is an event fhall only be 
known to thy friend : where is. my child ? 
beloved creature, flie knows how welcome 
to the bofom of St. Lawrens (he will ever 
be— fpeak fir-^-why do you hefitate? have 
you more unpleafing news to tell me? 
know fir, you have little need of prqcau- 
tion— ^the friend, th$ fifter of my heart, is 
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now breathing her laft — I have fortitude 
to bear a fepe ration from her without re- 
pining (yet ftill fhe wept) and cannot want 
relblution to fupport^ me under any other 
event, . except indeed — Agnes is no more 
—-except her gentle fpirit has been called 
%p join the rejoicing angels, appointed to 
bear my beloved St.. Clare to the bofom of* 
her God- 

This lady's manner and Vords, the tears^ . 
which notwithftanding her avowed forti- 
tude gufhed in torrents from her eyes, the 
ftillnefs of the convent, where no voice 
but hers, . nonfootftep was heard ; all con-^ 
tributed to infpire me with a folemn awe I 
never felt before: fhe continued to de-- 
mand wuth the moft anxious foHcitude, an* 
account of her- dear Agnes, while (confci^ 
ous that my. belief of the grofs report, I 
now knew muft be.falfe, ,was the occafion 
of the ralh ftep the dear angel had taken^, 
which was fo lamented by her refpeQable 
fxieijd,.- who. would not— >n\iq conA^ \nq^ 

D 5: ^^^^ 
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have been fatisfied with her fituaiioa d^ 
JBclle-Vue, had fHe not been certain it was 
confiftent with virtue) I ftood before Ma-- 
dame St. Lawrens, as mach abafhed as the 
original founder of the calumny could have 
been :— at lengthy however, my confufioa 
gave way to the entreaties of the lady 
Abbefs^ — I fell at her feet — and there — al- 

. moft fuffocated with grief and regret^ made 
a full confeffion of all that had paffed be- 
tween Agnes and me ; avowed my adora- 
tion of the dear wanderer, and in vindi- 
cation of myfelf, acquainted her with the 
General's feperation from his lady^ and the 
tmiverfally credited report of his keeping 

Agnes as a miftrefs. 

It is in vain my dear Bm!er^ for me ta 
ftttempt to defcribe to you, the aftonilh- 
ment and anger^ depifted in Madame St* 
Lawrens's countenance* 

What a comitry is yours^ fir I faid Ihe^ 
&s foon as file could articulate^ what pea- 
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^le have you in it i what ccMitraBed, what 
narrow fouls mirft thofe be,, who cannot 
allow; a virt«K>us attachment may fubfift be». 
iween the different fexes ; how induftrious 
to pcomode the horrid purpofe (^ flander! 
how deiftitute of urbanity is the being who 
could look in the fiace of Agnes deCourci,. 
and not r^ad there the modeft purity of her 
mind! but you fey (added Ihe, with quick- 
cefs) {he is returning to me— fweet child I 
how commendable is thy refolution ! go^ 
fir, teach your countrymen, and leara 
yourfelf,. to judge charitably and live 
jfighteoufly I and with tbefe words the in^- 
exorable woman Left me^ 

It ?was to no purpofe I implored her to- 
gjam me a fecond interview, I a6iually be- 
fieged her with letters, but could not obtains 
^•fingklinein anfwer; yet I continued bo-*- 
vering about the convent, in hopes Agne^ 
would,, as Madame de Vallmont had pre- 
di6.ed> follow Madame St. Lawrens tc^ 
Abbeville^ 

D6 ^^ 
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At the end o£ eight days; the convent 
bell announced the death of cMie of the 
mins-— it was St. ClaEe^ the friend of the 
kdy Abbefs; I attended among others the 
fiineral oration delivered by the bifhop 
ovec the deceafed nun^ and heard an eiu- 
k)gy oa her which drew tears from every 
eyCi 

Thebifeophadi he faid^ marriied whei% 
in the bloom ofyouth^A^r whom he wasnow 
about to bury ; and except the one grand 
falfe ftep of her life^ which he had not been 
made acquainted: with 'till the laft ftage of 
her ficknefs, he believed he might fay (he 
lived virithout fin ; her penitence (he con- 
tinued) for the fecret one fhe hadeommit-^ 
ted before I firft knew her, was to the laft 
moment of her exiftence exemplary ; in 
this holy fifterhood, faid the venerable man^ 
I will not particularize a fin, which was 
beyond all earthly atonement, they know 
the penitence^ the piety the refignation of 

St. 
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St. Clare ; but they know not the enor- 
mity of that offence which torrents of tears 
could not expiate ; they faw her with aU 
the elegance of form, and grace of man^. 
ners, which rendered her the objeft of 
adn>iratton, wherever fbe appeared, re- 
fign the worfd, and all its temptations: 
they beheld the eagernefs with which fh« 
fought a re-union with her God — they faw 
Ijier tender frame, unable to encounter the- 
ftria rules of this pious fociety, drop into 
dull ere yet her days were nearly nunK 
bered; but her firm mind they alfo beheldj^ 
ftrong in faith, and in the midft of tears 
and repentance, fometimes illumined witk 
hope; 'till at length, the voice of mercy 
reach'd her departing fpirit, and we all 
witnefTedthe peace of hcrlaft moments^ • 

I made La S^rtine tranfhte thus much of 
this funeral difcourfe, to give you fome 
idea of the prelate who. uttered it, as well 
zsi the chara&cr of the Jrknd of Agnes ; 
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the former is a man who honors religion? 
he lives in his diocefe with the univerfai 
love and refpefit of his flock^ charity, pa^ 
lience, and forbearance, are the leading, 
traits in his difpoiition; he k am Italian by 
iirth, and had in another country given 
the nuptial benediftion to St. Clare, he 
Jaas rofe with an unimpeached cbara£ier 
through the feveral gradatior\s of ecdeii- 
aftical prcrmotion, to the dignHy he now 
enjoys, and has been ten years prelate at 
Abbeville. 

V 

. I 

St. ClaiT was adfo a foreigner, fheca^e 
to Afobevilie unknown, and unattended^ 
paid her pe^ifion as a lay fifter, and jaaaT- 
mediately difcanding all worldly cares^ 
cloathcd herfelf in the &n& habit of the 
order, and went through all tlie rigorous 
difciplinc of tiie houfc, with a.ftcength of 
Blind and refolution ill adapted ta the de- 
licacy of her form, which by degrees be- 
came a facrifice^ lo her penitence^ and 
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The good bdftiop, infltienced by the 
]^ty of her charafter, often vifited the de- 
clining nun, and adminiftered the confo* 
lation he thought due to the fan6lity of hex 
chara3er : but it ivas not till after the ar- 
rival of Madame St. Lawrens, when the 
extreme unftion^ which Jkt partook witk 
her friend, was about to be adminiftered^ 
that {he added fome particulars to her for- 
mer confeffions, which recalled to the good 
prelates memory, the beautiful creature^ 
he had given to an Englifh gentleman at 
Ancona, twenty years before : from this 
period, 'tillxhe moment of her diifolution^ 
which contrary to expeftation was many 
hours; he did not leave thebedfide of the 
dying St. Clare, but with Madame St^ 
Lawrens, paffed the folemn interval i» 
comforting and praying ^y the expiring 
(ainu St. Clare, my Caroline, was ont of 
the womeriy who formed the mind of Agnes. 
de Courci« 

1 
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I did not attempt to* interrupt the factea 
Ibrrow to w^hich Madame St,. Lawrens now 
abandoned herfelf; but foUowed her after 
the lad mafs had been faid ibr her departed 
friend, to Paris, where I prefented myfelE 
at the grate the next morning, to enquire 
after her health.. 

r was, to* my. infinite joy>. immediatelyr 
admitted^ 

L found the lady Afcbefs feated af hei? 
fecretary, with feveral large parcels of let- 
ters before her, her eyes ftill fwollqn with 
weeping.. 

Ah! child; faid fhe, as foonas I^ntered^ 
I am in the utmoft diftrefs ; here are let- 
ters from my poor. Agnes,, which I ought 
to have received long fincej and heaven 
knows to what perils fhe may. be expofed 
by the want of my affillance: I am writing 
Id General Moncrafsj if tlie ftory you have 

told 
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fold me is true^ with refpeft to Jiis illne(s^; 
for I find all the reft confirmed by my dear 
childv you will do well to haften to him ; 
all myftery is now, on our parts at an end; 
he will probably immediately clear the 
iiaune o£ Agnes, and place her in a fitu*. 
tion, fuitable to her natural rights 

I did not neglefl (b favouTaWe an op- 
portunity of endeavouring to intereft this. 
lioly woman in my behalf ^ I know not 
what I faid;, but her anfwer almoft annihit. 
lated me« 

Mifs de Ccftirci will affiiredly obey the 
General, and advife with me^ before (he 
difpofes of her hand; we will hear^owr 
propofals, Agnes is one of the ^eateft 
beirefs's. your country can boaft.. 

I cannot defcribe the effeft this decla- 
ration had on me ; all the moifture in my^ 
Uody fecmcd in an inftant dried up^ a 

burning^ 
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heat and difagreeable tafte filled my throaty 
my tongue cleaved to the -roof of my 
mouth, my eyes flaflied fire^ my legs 
trembled, and I funk down in a torpid yet 
uot infenfible ftate; and continued im- 
moveable, 'till fome ounces of blood had 
been taken froni roe. 

The lady Abbefs looked at me, I thought, 
with compaffion, — go, faid (he, yours is a 
:poor nervous fyftem, I pity you ! If you 
^re at all interefted in the fatp of Agues, 
you muft make hafte to England — heaven 
knows in what hands fhe may be, had her 
-own wifh been gratified, (he would have 
reached this houfe before my return from 
Abbeville.— Oh ! piy poor child ! defti- 
tute of money, friends, and protcftors, 
what may not at this moment be her fate ? 

That Caroline was exaflly her fituation^ 
wheal fhe concluded her laft letter to Ma- 
^iame St. Lawrens. J engaged to return 

to 
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to Belle- Vue with the titmoft expedition, 
and deliver her letters ; where I arrived 
yefterday. 

The General is ftill confined, and the 
difpatches I brought, will not I fear, con- 
tribute to his recovery ; he apologifed for 
not feeing me laft night, but wilhed I 
would oblige him .with my company this 
morning ; an exprefs was fent off by his 
favorite fervant, Gallini, while I was with 
Madame de Vallmont, in purfuit, 1 doubt 
fiotj of Mifs de Courci. 

Ah ! Caroline — the greateft heirefs iii 
England ! — -well, and what is there in that 
— let her be happy— Jet her be found, and 
peace reilored to her foft bofom, and then, 
of what import will be the fate of ^ 

Edward Harley. 

Since I concluded my letter a thought 
has ftruc^ me, which could I put in execu- 
tion^ 
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tion, might at leaft give me an opportunitjr 
of imploring her pity — I dare not hope for 
more nor do I naw defire it- — ftie is au 
heirefs, dt great heirefs, thefe were the Ab- 
befs's words^ and 1 ilill poor Edward Har- 
ley, with noilhing more ta offer her than 
love and a bare fufficiency — but lifter, do 
you not for fee, *^ all myfl.eries at an endy*' 
that General Moncrafs may forbid Mifs de 
Courci's hearing, the fid complaint of the 
haplefs Harley ? he has fent ^o London 
cxprefs^ flie i& certainly there — what there- 
fore have I to do at the Hermitage ?— ^ 
what at Belle-Vue ? — yes — I will fellow 
hrs exprefs* I fhaU perhaps be with yoit 
before this letter. 

Oh. m.y relUefs — m'^ agpntzed heajrtj. 
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Major Mdrofe to General Morxrofs. 



Londoa. 

L WO odd things have happened to me, 
during my purfuit of your fugitive ; I have 
in the firft place been very near beating my 
laft march, and I have recovered one of 
the truants of your family ; JuHa Neville 
is at this moment peeping over my ftioul- 

der : but to be methodical fauntering 

home from St. James's-place, my old ac- 
quaintance, Dighten the jeweller, accofted 
me, with his ufual good -nature, and in- 
vited me to look at fome fine diamonds, 
he was employed to refet for the duchefs 

of 

I 
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I hate that woman for her folly, faid I, 
in fpite of her pretty face ; fhe has fpent 
more money in altering her old jewels, 
than would have purchafed a new fet in 
addition to them ; what fay you, Dighten? 

Not that I hate her grace for that, re- 
plied he, but to own the truth, I know 
nothing more fluctuating than the fafhion 
of diamonds. 

Except, interrupted I, their pofleffors. 

Triie, Major, faid honeft Dighten, and 
as a proof in point, I will Ihew youi tht 
moft beautiful pair of bracelets I ever 
made, which I fold to your friend. General 
Moncrafs, not three months ago ; they 
were prcfented by him to a young French 
favorite, who I find has left him ; aifid yef- 
terday ftie fold them to me. 

How U cried I, eagerly, was it Agnes ? 
4id {he fell you the jewels ? are you cer- 
tain ? 

I underftand fo, replied Dighten, (he 
has been defcribed to me, as very hand* 

fome^ 
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fome, a French woman, and an intriguer 
of courfe ; ftie had a young fellow with her 
with whom I underftood, from what little 
I know of the French language, flie was 
going to the continent ; they fpoke of a 
Dunkirk trader, in which they m^ant to 
take their paffage, which they expe£led to 
fail this morning. 

Dunkirk ! and a young fellow ! upon my 
foul. General^ you have infinite obliga- 
tions to me on the fcore of fellow-feeling ; 
had a girl of ray own ferved me fo, I could 
not have been more enraged : — I juft took 
a curfory view of the bracelets, enough 
however to fatisfy me, they were the iden- 
tical ones you prefented your protegee, 
and then pofted down to Wapping ; where 
I met one of ray emiflaries,. who had been 
to my hou{e to inform me, that a Dunkirk 
trader had >)ftually failed, and that a female 
paffenger had been taken on board off 

1? r^tiif*! hirVif* 
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The rage this intelligience threw me 
into, was obferved by an old wceithcr- 
beaten fon of Neptune, who begqed my 
honor to moderate my paflion, fcjr that he 
vould engage to overtake the trader before 

midnight Come along, then, old boy^ 

faid I, putting a guinea into his hand. 

Ah General! what is there befides a 
woman's heart, which gold cannot buy? 
and I firmly believe the dear things will 
mther throw them away, than fell them; 
as to their per/oTis — ^that is — un autre chofe. 

Old Charon was prefently ready wkh a 
ftrong boat, and three other ftout fellows, 
all in high glee, in hope of my further 
bounty. 

Juft as I was ftepping into the boat, a 
fine genteel young fellow, pale, and out of 
b«iath ; came running to the ftairs on the 
very errand which had brought me there ; 

the 
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ifce Dunkirk trader was his objeft, as well 
^s inine, and he would give any money to 
overtake iier^ 

My fellows looked wiftfully at me, and 

at the feat of the. boat, which would con** 

veniently hold two; I very well knew if 

i gave the rafcals twenty guineas, they 

would hanker after the one they miffed ; 

«Lnd moreover, in fuch a tedious paffagc 

as 1 ftiould have, I confidered a rational 

being to chat with would not impede my 

expedition, but perhaps encourage the 

fellows to get on the fatter ; fo^ after I 

had feated myfelf, I gave the old fellow 

leave to drive his own bargain with the 

ilranger, who prefently was feated alfo by 

my fide. 

As we proceeded, I began to entertaia 
ftrong doubts of the fanity of my fellow 
traveller ; I attempted to draw him into 
cgtiverfation on various fubjefts, but his 

Vol. III. E anfwcrs 
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anfwers, when he did anfwer, were fome^ 
times fo incoherent, and at others fo dc- 
jeCled, that I gave the matter up, and 
buttoning my furtout, amufed myfelf with 
finging a few jolly camp fongs, which 
highly entertained the fellows: my com- 
panion had his amufements too; he was 
conftantly either reproaching the men far 
their tardiner3, or urging them to be ex- 
peditious — mountains he would give if 
they 'Overtook the trader; was not that 
her ? pointing to a veffel before us — no — 
nor that ? no— ^nor that ? ftretching him- 
felf forward, fo that it was with great dif- 
ficulty, we prevented his falling over the 
fide of the boat. 

Come, pull away my lads, faid I, the 
night grows cold, d — n the (hip, I wiffi 
file was at the bottom of the fea with all 
*iy foul. 

The 
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The madman as I aflually thought him^ 
Ihuddcred, for heaven's fake, fir, faid he, 
eyeing me with curiofity, what may be the 
objeft of your purfuit, in the fliip your 
wifhes devote to fuch a deplorable fate ? 

This was the firft reafonable queftion he 
^{ked, and I immediately anfwered with 
little hefitation, and lefs good manners 
l(you will fay it. General, if I do not) in 
^n elevated tone of woipe — A woman. 

He ftarted fo as again to endanger a fall 
over the boat fide. 

The lady is obliged to you, fir, faid he, 
cafting a look at me expreffive of refent- 
ment; a filence enfued, I refumed my 
fong, and he gave himfelf up to the con- 
templation of the ftars and the muficof hi$ 
own fighs. 

E# And! 
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And pray, fir, r^fumed I, as I have (a- 
tisfied you in refpcft to my motive for tak- 
ing this agreeable voyage, with fo pleafant 
' a companion ; may I prefume to aflc in my 
turn, what is the magnet which draws ^4 . 
with fuch violence after this fame trader ? 

A woman ! anfwered he, imitating my 
tone and manner, fo unexpeftedly, that I 
Avas as much ftartled as he had been, I 
was however not difpleafed at his fpirit. 

The devil you are, faid I, why 1 am 
informed there is but one female on board 
the fliip ; if therefore we Ihould both be 
pn the fame fcent, I Ihould like to know 
Sn what manner this adventure is to tcr* 
jnainate ? 

Juft in what manner you pleafe fir, re- 
plied he, very calmly ; we now got into 
9. kind of crofs purpofe acquaintance, 
^Ybich fuited him m\ic\\ better than the 

fort 
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fort of converfation I had endeavoured id 
draw him into, ajnd accordingly wc got oii 
v?ith fome fpirit, till one of the fellows 
called to the reft, 

There-^that is the Dunkirk trader* 
where? where?— aye, that's fhe, fare 
enough, faid old Charon^ we were now 
on the tip-toe of expeftation, my compa-» 
nion unable from agitation to fpeak, and 
myfelf conning over a vi^onderful gallant 
Ipeech which I intended fhould be my in** 
troduQory one to Madamoifelle Agnes. 

We were footi long fide of the yefleU 
and my young fpark was up in a moment^ 
but, I, who you know have a certain ala« 
crity to finking, and cannot climb like a 
cat, was obliged to afcend more canti- 
oufly : I had, however, the fatisfa£lion to 
find he had not proceeded a jot the fafter 
for his nimble afcent, as he was yet in high 
parley with the captain, requiring the fight 

E3 T>f 
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of a lady ; which faid lady^ the captaiA 
manfully fwore was not in his (hip. 

Come, noble captain, faid L — I will bet 
you thofe ten guineas,, the lady you will 
fhttx) me^ is not her> this, gentkman is de* 
icriting ; and you fliall hold ftakes* 

The man civilly received the money,, 
took off his hat^ and led the way to the 
Cabin* The lady,, gentlemeh, faid he aloud,. 
Sis he entered,, is retired to reft> and muft 
not be difturbed. 

My companion hung back, I haled him 
forward^ why fure, man, cried I, thoa 
art not afraid of woman in her aight drefs; 
te ftill held back> fo on I proceeded* 

The captain pointed to the cabin^ where 
lie whifpered, Monfieur and Madame were 
ton bed. 

Monfieur and Madame I repeated— 

Ah ! cried my young gent^leman^ then 
advancing, that cannot be the lady I ex- 
peQed to fee; have you no other on board? 

The 
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The captain fwore he had not. 

I cannot tell how to think, faid I,^ thsit 
the lady I expefted to fee, would be ex- 
aflly circumftanced as the captain has re- 
prefented : but however, for demonftra- 
tion; and I rapped with my knuckles 
againft the Aider. 

Condefcend fair creature, juft to ihow 
m the tip of your aquiline nofe, and who 
fliould pop out her pretty French face, but 
that little queen of capers, Mitard. 

Sacre dieu ! Major, I am charmed tc^ 
fee you^ vat be you going to Dunkirk ? 

To Dunkirk, no, God forbid! but pray 
Madame where in the name of all that'9 
beautiful, are you going ? 

Oh ! I am going to mine own contre^ 
your Engl is contre do not agree wid me, X 
am all over indifpofe. < 

And where is Monfieur, is he all over 
indifpofe too ? 

Ah barbare ! he ufe me very ill, I am 
feperate from him, I am going to divorce. 

E4 You 
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You do very right, a woman of yow 

fpirit. 

Ah oui Major, I learn de fpirit from 
your charmante Englis ladies. 

Bravo ! but who have you with you ? 

Ah! mqnchere Major, faid the bold 
thing, fhewing her white teeth^ and look- 
ing through her long black eye lalbes; why 

« 

alk queftiott a lady cannot anfwer ? 

I inftantly dropped the curtain, and was 
leaving Madame to her violfent refentment 
againft her barbarous fpoufe, when I re« 
collected the bracelets ; and turning to my 
companion, who had refumed his amufe- 
ment of ftar-gazing, and fighing ; told him 
I had a ftrange fancy, that little Mitard's 
4;allant was of her own fex ; I then defired 
the captain to acquaint her with my fufpi- 
xions, and to let her know, I mud have 
fome more converfation with her — I can-< 
not think added I, again addreffing the 
young man, not immediately having in 

uaind that he ws^s a ftranger to my afFairsh, 

how 
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Ivow ftie could come by the bracelets, it 
Agnes is not with tier* 

He aQually ihrieked, Agnes fir, Agnesi^ 
did you fay ? is it then Mifs de Courci you 
feek ? and are we indeed in fearch of thq 
feme objeft ? and have I the honor to ad-^ 
drefs Major Mclrofe? 

All this, replied I, is vtr^ poflible^ nay 
it is more^ it is true — but my recoUeftion 
k not quite fo ready as yours> I have no 
knowledge ofymc ; in flioit. General, I 
ibund myfelf, I neither knew how, nor 
"why,, out of humour i you (ay the girl i$ 
nothing, to you, at feaft as an objeft of the 
belle paffion; yet for the foul of me I could 
not look with patience on fuch a fine young 
fellow, who pretende(J*t'?) be fo much in^ 
terelled iii the fate of your protegee. 



My name,, fir, faid he, bowing refpec-^ 
fiully wiough^, without an atom of fervility^ 

E5 i* 
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is Harley ; I was^ I have reafon to fear,, 
fir,, the caufe of Mifs de Cburci's leaving 
Belle-Vue : my anxiety on her account is 
unfpeakable, I have been in France in 
hope of hearing of her,^ and was juft re- 
turned from thence, when I heard, by ac- 
cident, that a young lady who anfwered 
her defcription, had given the captain of 
-this veffel five guineas, to tail a tide fooner 
than he intended ; I followed, you fee the 
event; my heart is innured to difappoint— 
ment,. but thi& — this laft is too keen. 



I cannot help it General, it is natural 
to me to feel my Ipleen rife at thefe fort 
of young fellows, when a girl is in the cafe;, 
there is a certain fomething about them^ 
inimical to the intereft of us middle aged 
gents, which always raifes my ire.. 

And pray, young gentleman, faid I^ 
tBi little farcaftically,^ what may be your 
very urgent bufinefs with Mifs de Gourci^ 

fuppofin^ 
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iiippofing you had rwt fek the keenefs of 
this difappointment ? 

• I am difpofed, anfweredhe, graydy, tO' 

pay every regard to Major Melrofe, which 

is due to his rank, and charaQer; but I will 

not abate any thing of what is alfo due to 

my own; you fir, have no right to put that 

queftion to me ; and much lefs, when it is- 

accompanied with a look,, and manner, as 

"unbecoming in you to offer, as it would be 

mean in me not to notice; my bufinefs 

with Mifs de Courci fhall be- told only to 

her/elf: andhow difpleafing foeverto Major 

Melrofe it may be, 1 will not reft *till t 

.kave an opportunity of feeing her. 

Now although I could not but approve 
of the young dog's fpirit, and althoagh I 
was confcious that my petulance, was on 
his part wholly unprovoked, yet you know,. 
to feel you are wrong, and to admit it to a" 
joaan^.is out of the foldier^s creed; I_ look. 
^ ' E6 oo. 
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on you: young man, I replied, a&my gucft^ 
the law therefore of hpfyUality,^ fettles thin 
altercation for tlie prefent ; \ve fhall elfe- 
where, converfe more freely on the fiibjeS,. 

When and where you pkafe,. fir,, was 
hisanfwer^ A meffage from Madame Mi,- 
tard, now informed me,, flie was waiting 
my commands.^ 

I found her feated in the cabip^ witJi 
young Gabriel tjie dancer by her fide*. 

Monfieur,. with a good deal of humour 
in; his manner, afked if I was fatisfied sor 
to his fex ; and Madame trying to blufh, 
begged to know my further bufinefs with*, 
feer. 

I told her t was forry, and fait^ fa t 
iras, to have interrupted fuch an agreo>. 
able party ; but I had a word or two for 

h« privatQ qwTi. 

Ob.t 
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Oh! pardotv mey Major, feiddieconfi- 
dent thing, Mfting an amorous glance U 
fcer gallant, I have noting private from 
Monfieur Gabriel. 

Very weU> madam, then I beg to know,. 
how ymi came in poffeffion pf the br^ce.- 
lets you fold to Dighten, the. jeweller, 
yeftcrday;. 

Montdieu! cried (he, what be they ftoleP' 
ah, I thought Louifa was fly, but I never 
thought flie was tei£ — no. 

Whom do you mean? interrupted I,^ 
ftemJy, how came you by the bracelets ? 

Oh! Major,, rejoined flie, in a fawning 
tone, don't put yourfelf in a paffion, I can 
tell you very well ;. Monfieur Mitard pick 
up a very pretty young woman; at N ■ , 
when we cpmt from Lord Squander's fete, 
we keep her two^ tree months,, and flia 
give us the bracelet for her. bord.. 
V Ah ! where is Ihe now ? cried Harle)(^ 
thismuft^be Mils de Courci. 

MadaoQi^ 
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"Madame fhrug'd-her flioulders/ I know 
D/5lhing, Ihe leave us with Lord Morden^^ 
ve never fe^ her after. 

This cannot be Agnes, faid I, ironically^ 
No> fir, anfwered he fiercely, it can- 
not, you I fancy are not acquainted with 
that lady. 

Oh! joined Mitard, the lady I mean 
was Louifa Fermer ; we were now iiiter- 
Tupted by the captain, who informed us 
his veffel was all this while under (ail with 
a fine breeze, and that the boatmen begged 
if fo be as we chofe to proceed to Dun*, 
kirk, we would pleafe to difcharge them.. 

On this information^ we took a hafly 
leavo of Mitard, who, I dare fay, was re- 
joiced at our departure ; and returi^d to 
•our ftation ia the boat, without interchang- 
ing a word with each other : Harley could 
vBot want amufement, he had the ftars, and 
the harmony of Tiis own fighs : but as for 
me^ the cold night air, and falling damps^ 

rendered 
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rendered my fituationvcFy uncomfortable; 
and I refolved within myfelf as we ap-^r 
proached Greenwich^ that I would knock, 
up Tom Hotham, who being a bachelor, I 
could difturb without rifk,, and take a bed 
at hishoufe ; while I was making this ar- 
rangement Hariey ftarted up, and faid there: 
was a fire that inftant burft out in the houfe 
on the hHl before us*. 

Forgetting I was a few years older than: 
feim, and not having then in my mind my 
aforefaid alacrity for finking; I muft needs 
attempt to get up in equal hafte, but mif- 
fing the center of gravity, was in a mo-^ 
men t plunged into the moft difagrceable 
cold bath I ever was in. in my life. 

The moon (to be poetical) had now with- 
drawn her filver beams ; the flames of the 
fire increafed amazingly, and caft fuch a 
glare on the water, that although as they 
li^ere rowing againfl the tide,, we were car-^ 

ried" 
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ried contrary wife, I could diftinQJy fee the 
boat 5 though they liad loft all fight of me^ 
the men indeed were not inftantly aware of 
the accident, and had pulled twa or three 
ftrokes, before they knew it,. 

I faw the confternalion ^ they were in, 
but though fome fcore years ago I could 
fwim, I had now neither ftrength or fkill 
to fupport myfelf againft the^ tide ; I 
gave myfelf up for a loft man, and as I 
could not call out,, made fome kind of hol- 
low noife, which I thougjit would be the 
laft falutation I fliould give this dear wicked 
world — Harley heard me, and,' noble, ge- 
uerous fellow, threw his coat off, and 
plunging into the. river^j^ fwam towards me, 
in the moment when my fenfes failed, and 
I was. finking never to rife ; he grafped 
hold of my collar, and upheld me by main 
ftrength,, *till the watermen gjiided by him 
took us both in- — for my own part, I hacj 
fwallpwed per force a quantum fufficit to 

drowa 
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drown fbme half fcore of your wifli wafh 
fellows, and was myfelf totally infenfibl^ 
for many minutes after I was carried on 
ftore. 

The firft thing I faw on opening my 
«yewS, was the poor fellow I had been fo 
pre-detenninedly angry with> ftill without 
his coat in his wet linen, aflifting an apo- 
thecary of the neighbourhood intmy reco- 
very : what I faid to Aim, I do not remem- 
ber ; but thisi I know^ that I played the 
woman with riiy eyes ; I apa curfed angry 
with the fellow> he would not be a foldier^^ 
but neverthelefs, Ned Harley fliall be my 
heir ; I infifted on his changing hi& wet 
cloaths for fbme the landlord furniftied him 
with, but when I was laid fnug, and dfy 
Qn a good bed, inftead of complying with 
my defire, out falUed my knight errant in 
queft of more adventures to the fire,, and in 
lefs than half an hour, rufhes into my room 
with a lifdefs female in his arms.:. 

What 
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What the plague, Harley, have you been 
living, again ? 

» 

No fir, I received thrs precious burthen 
from the air — the landlady and a maid-fer- 
vant were fummoned^ who chafed her tern- 
))les^ and applied the ufual volatile^, and 
•conceive my aftonifliment, when the two 
fparkling blue eyes of Julia Neville open'd 
in a direft ftare in my face* 

Oh ! my dear Major, cried the little 
told hufley, running to nvy bed-fide, what 
providence brought you and Mr. Harley 
to Greenwich, juft in the very minute to 
fave the life of your little friend ? 

I was dumb with amazement, and Julia,, 
half frantic with joy, went on v 

I thought it was all over with me, there 
vas old Arnold, raving and fidgetting 
about his Nancy, his beautiful Nancy,. 

and 
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and Madam Fuflbck, his wife, fcreaming 
out to fave her boys, and her china, and 
begging, and praying her beft glaffes might 
be taken care of; the maids all bufy pre- 
ferving of their own trumpery, the flair 
cafe which led to my room burnt down be^^ 
fore the noife awakened me, when I clung 
to the window fcreaming with terror; and 
oh ! I thought then on my own dear mam- 
ma, if (he had known my (ituation at that 
moment, how would her dear maternal 
heart, have ached, for her child; but there 
I Rood, an example to all fuch whimfical 
girls, the grand daughter of an earl, ai^ 
heirefs, and the Lord knows what befide,. 
and no foul to pity me ; it was in vain that 
I begged for help, that I rent the air with 
my cries, all the rabble of the place were 
too bufy about their friends the Arnold*^ 
to mind me ; I knew Harley the moment 
I faw him, and aftually believed he wa& 
an angel fent from heaven to my relief, I 
fiirprifed him enough I beUeve, when I 

called 
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called on him to fave me, to fave Julia 
Neville, he ran for a ladder, and feemed 
to fly with me out of. the window like a 
bird, and I was fo overjoyed to find you 
Avere here^ and altogether, that I loft my 
fenfes. 

Aye child, faid I, you loft thofe when 
you left your mother ; but how the plague 
came you acquainted in fuch a place a^ 
this? 

Why Major, anfwered the pretty pleader, 
I may as well tell you the truth, for yoiA 
will know it; I was fo tired of our moping 
family, fo fick of that creature Lord Mor- 
den, and fo longed to fee Reuben : that 
I-*— I — in (hort I wrote to him, to come 
and carry me off; but I was well paid for 
my folly J infteaiH^of being ready to jump 
out of his {kin for joy, if you will believ^ 
me, he wrote me a long ftupid letter about 
honor, and gratitude due to Lady Mary 5 

which 
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Vhich fo enraged me, that I was then re- 
iolved to run away, if it were only to teizc 
Am, and I got, but you muft not a(k by 
what mcan^ to board in the houFe (which 
is now burned) for a trifle, befide teach- 
ing the beauty, their daughter, to thrum an 
old fpinnet and make fillagrce ; to be fure, if 
it had not been for thinking on Reuben's 
refufing me, and mamma's vexation, I 
ihould have led a fine laughable life there, 
1 affvite you I governed the whole family. 

Oh ! no doubt, replied I, but I hope, 
madam, you will in future learn to govern 
yourfelf. 

That I never fiiall, returned Julia, fa 
Major, you will aft your ufual friendly^ 
part, in advifing mamma to give me a^ 
mafter ; but, oh, heaven ! where is Har- 
iey ? there is the fweeteft girl who I have 
Hot fecn, where is Harley ? 

Cono 
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Gone to the fire again^ anfwered tht 
fnaid. 

Good God ! the exclaimed, Mifs Far* 
<}uar is certainly burnt, what afelfifli crea- 
ture was I not to think of her before, run, 
no, I will go myfelf ; and fhe kept her 
word, I could not prevail on her to let the 
fervant make enquiries after the perfon, 
about whom fhe was fo anxious, but I di- 
reSed a man and woman to follow her. : 

She returned fo grieved, andihocked, 
that I infifted on her retiring to a chamber 
which I had ordered to be prepared for 
her — the poor young woman is miffing, 
my God, General ! I tremble to think how 
near Lady Mary was to become childlefs. 

I could not fleep, but was obliged to re- 
main in bed on account of a medicine I 
had taken^ as morning approached this 
reftraint became very painful to me, for 

ttot^vthftanding 
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jaolwithftanding I fen^ put every half hour, 

1 could hear no tidings of Harley : about 

fix I got up, and went to the place where 

the houfe had ftood, which was now burnt 

to the ground: the fufferers were taken in 

by fome of the neighbours, and only a 

few firemen and watermen about, I was 

fhocked to hear the young woman's death 

confirmed, and no lefs fhocked, than aftp- 

niihed at not hearing of Harley, I am half 

diftra&ed, I have not to this hour been 

^able to learn one fyUable concerning him; 

not a houfe in the town, - or its en virons, 

but what I fearched, and this detained me 

at Greenwich till noon. 

I could not prevail on Julia to return to 
her mother ; I have therefore now left her 
under the proteftion of the dowager Mrs. 
Butler, 'till flie can make her terms with 
Lady Mary. 



W€ 
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We remain in the iitmoft confternatioA 
nbout Harlcy, what can be become of himf 
Mr. Butler thinks he has by feme unex- 
pefted means, or other, heard fomething 
of Agnes ; nothing elfe, he fays^ would 
induce him to aft fo unaccountably ; but 
he adds, if that be the cafe, we muft not 
T>e furprifed if we hear of him when and 
where we have leaft reafon to expetl it ; I 
am willing to adopt Mr. Butler's opinion, 
becaufe I think were it otherwife, if he is . 
lalive we ihould hear either of, or from him. 

i have not yet been at St. Jame^s-place, 
Mrs. Butler, (whom I fent to for that piir- 
pofe) came down in her carriage to Green- 
wich, to fetch Julia, lince which time I 
have been entirely taken up in fearching 
after Harley, and writing to you. 

I congratulate you. General, on your 
boy's conduft ; " very hard," fays little 
Julia, ** he fliould refufe me, becaufe I 

<« have 
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^liave a great fottunc, vAitn fo man/girli 
*** are run away with for no other reafon in 
•<« the -world.*' 

Julia lias a mini^ notwithftanding her 
volatility., flie weeps inceflantly for her 
companien, who periftied in the flames, I 
*^ve you her little Wflory exaftly in hex 
own words, becanfe you fliould be fenfitlc 
•of the honor of your boy-. 

God blefs you, my dear General, I am 
>almoft'as eager to hear of Harley, as you 
tare to ^recover Agnes. 

* - »■- 
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General Moncr.afs to Major Mehofc. 



My dear Major, 

X HE period is at length arrived, you fo 
ardently wifhed for; the riddle-me-ree. To 
grievous to your open heart;, is in part ex- 
pounded; the inclofed letter from Madame 
St. Lawrens, whom you knew at Lifboii, 
before Ihe was profeffed; and thofe of 
Agnes de Courci to her, will convince you 
of the laudability of my condufl to the lat- 
ter, and be in part, a folution of the enig- 
mas, which have involved us all in fuch 
diftrefs: and there is yet another difco- 



AGNES. 99 

'very, a curfed one, which will' come in 
thunder to the heart of Lady Mary : tut 
her good fenfe, and native dignity of mind, 
will fupport her under it, when fhc is con- 
Arinced of the honor, and faith of her 
Moncrafs ; and believe me. Major, I did 
-not feel more real rapture, at the firft fohd 
hope df poffeffing my bdoved Mary, than 
I now do, as events gradually 6pen a my- 
Hery I could not before exj^lain. 

I am ftill an invalid, or flaould have 
•now been with you; therefore entreat you 
^ will go to the fcoundirel Mitard, and take 
Agnes immediately under your protcQ ion; 
Mrs. Vallmont will join you in three day* 
-after you receive this, to conduQ: her to 
*me — flioiild Mitard prefumc to prevaricate 
^bout her, threaten him, put him to death. 

Agnes de Courci, the daughter of Aghes! 
^he niece of Reuben Moncrafs! infultedby 
- :an opera finger ! 

F 2 CJ^^ 
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Oh! Major, does not the chriftian name 
'*of this dear girl, bring to your recolleftioOt 
^he amiable creature you faw (juit the 
world twenty-five years ago at Lifbon ? 
whom family misfortunes obliged to take 
.the veil, in all the pride of bloom and 
' beauty? her whofe abjuration of the world 
' left fuch indelible r-egret on your mind ? 
whofe image you have fworn^ rendered 
you invulnerable to a ferious paflion for 
any other woman ? how often have you 
lighed forth the tiame of Agnes, ,yet coulii 
not penetrate the veil which fate had caft 
over her child ? yes, Melrofe ! long did I 
mourn the fair apoftate to our holy church, 
long refent the wounded fame of my fa- 
mily; but longer ftiU did I lament my loft, 
my only fitter,- and the affedions of a bro- 
ther, a twin brother, are far more durable 
xhan the religious anger of a cathcflic: oh I 
beloved fitter ! when I received her from 
the warm heart of my honored father, her 
face \y'et with the maternal tears of her vir- 
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ifmyas mother; did I not protnife to be to* 
her every fond relative from whom flie was 
then parting? bleffed fhades of my revered 
parents ! if ye are pennitted to hover over 
your fon, if in the manfions of blifs ye re- 
cognize the fpirit of your now happy 
daughter^ you know it was her own difaf^ 
trous fete, not my negleQ,. not any omiflion 
of mine, which fo fatally fevered the facred 
truft from a brother's protecting love—* 
her ftory. Major, is a* dreadful one, it will 
draw tears of blood from your heart; the mo- 
ment the fad tale penned by herfelf arrives, 
you fhall fee it : but oh t fhe is no more ! 
her pure fpirit is now before the throne of 
him, Jht only had offended. Melrofe drop* 
a tear to tlie memory of tlie moll wronged 
of women, and grieve with me, that her 
injuries were known, too late for redrefs, 
er revenge ; but. ** vengeance is mine, faith 
the Lord;" why then rifes this fwelling 
rage in my foul ? why do my hands trem- 
We^ and the hot tear ftain my paper? vea- 

. F g geance 
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geance — ample vengeance has the almighty 
already taken; thou my lifter, art amimC- 
tring angel^ but who (hall fay, where the 
foul is, which deftroyed thee ? 

Oh ! Agnes, thy parting fighs, thy 
groans, thy agonies, will ever live in my 
memory: " be a father to my child, fee 
•* that Ihe fuffer not by the ignominy undes 
^ which I languifb, relloreher to the rights 
** of birth and fortune, clear the fame 
** of your dying fiftei: :" thefe were the 
parting words of the Agnes you ad- 
mired, the fifter I adored ; and can I for-: 
get them ? oh ! never, never, recover hex 
daughter, reftore her to rae, openly in the 
face of the day, I acknowledge her, (he h 
an honor to my family, to myfelf : in her, the 
^meeknefeof chriftianity, is happily blended, 
with the proper dignity of uncontaminated 
virtue ; no falfc pride, no undue arrogance, 
in her, difgufts the moft penetrating ob- 
ferver; flie has fo much innate gratitude 

in 



4 Cr 1$ E & 103 

ni hef dilpofition, that the Ma^chionef§^ 
St. LawreBs, infiftlsd on her beihg early in- 
formed fli^ was of honourable birth, and 
jbdependant cxpeBations^ kail a fenfe of 
^iigation^ ibpuld; lower her in her own 
cftimation : wo^nd no^ her fenj^bility, faid 

die aoble Maarchionefs : hersj b not the 

■J ^ ' .' • 

pride of fituation, of perfonal charms, or of 
•emporal advantage ; it is the true (Jig^ity 
of noble , blood, united with as nobie fentiw 
TOcnts-. and fuch Major,, indeed is Agnes, 
for in every oth^r fenfe, flie is 

** iJftinMlity kerfeli, divinely mil J, 

" Sublime^ religion's meek, and modell child/' 
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.. 'J'he iipisfortunes of her mother, endear 
her to my ibul : ftie is at nrefeijit the veiy 
Srft pufe with me; nay, I Igiow not .yhe- 
rfier the domeftic grief my proteftion pf 
her has pccafioned, is not on the whole, 
a matter of internal triumph to me ; were I 
to^expend my whole fortune in litigation 

F 4^ witi>> 
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with the heirs of Neville, Avhat* zr poor fd^ 
erifice would that be, ia compaFifon with 
the mifery of exifting neat ayear;'^iRinite(f 
from my adbred wife,.. Sifter! beloved 
Agnes f art thou fenft1>fe, tanft thou no'e& 
know, thy brother gave up ill fi/s peaicev 
to' f<^ cure thine., / ' : - x 

':'''•■».-.':.: :;: '• . " :.• . 

She came to me. Major, tmattendetf,. 
and unadorned ; a hired chaife, without- a 
lingle fervant, brought her to Bath'; her 
drefswas as plain,^ as.deep mourning could, 
friake it, (he had, to. avoid obfervation,. left 
bcr nuns a^patd at Paris; I had" hti re- 
memberance of her face,^ but the moment 
I caft my eyes on her daughter, who in a. 
plain white jacket, Tooked the blooming 
handmaid of the graces ; imy fifter,. the Af- 
ter I left at Lifbon, feemed to appear be- 
fore me^ in the very rfrefs, and form, in 
which I faw her, (he day before file was 
profcfTed. 
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And does natfire tlifcn fpeak 16 the^eart 
of General Moncrafe ? faid a weak- and 
tremuloufir voice, \Nrhich called my attention 
to the pale mourner, whom the young 
Agnes was fupporpng; ah! coi^niiedilic, 
gazing earneftly on my face ; it is iht fame 
nobfe, open countenance, the fame feel- 
ing. hearty the fame fenfibility, whichiftill 
graces the fajultlefs form of Reuben Moa-*- 
crafsi. 

Nature did tlien indeed fpeak to my 
heart, but the countenance of the fainting 
female, . who ' funk on my bofom^. did not 
immediately explain her claims on the foft 
(liilrefs that pervadedmy whole fyftem. 

She revived, and her eyes opened ; as^- 
flie raifed them to heaven, I ftarted ; flie 
perceived Ihe was recolle£ied, and mildly 
requefted her young companion tp with- 
draw. 



. \ 
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Oh I Melrofe, what a fcene followed- 
She funk on her knees before me^ and 
bending her head and body almoft to prof- 
tration, hiding her wan fiace wiih her ema- 
ciated hands, could only weep and groan. 

« 

If faid I, as my heart informs me, in 
contradi6lion to your altered perfon, you 
are my fifter, my loft Agnes ? 

Oh! no! noL groaned the. penitent 
Agnes, not ymr fitter^ not the daughter of 
the noble Earl, the virtuoiis Countef&of 
Moncrafs, but a poor, wretched, undone, 
deferted apoftate. 

Oh ! Reuben, I dare not call thee bro- 
ther ; from the high pinacle^ on which thy 
unflained honour places thte^ cauft thou 
ftoop'in mercy, to the de^ader of thy 
race, to her whofe folly is thy reproach ; 
to a wretch whofe burfting heart, wili fo©n, 

•very 
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. rejry,|rpoi^ be laid opcn^ with aU its fJecrfet 
yfpcs, before an pjffended God. 



r ■ 



Oh!, Majof>>iM|«isicd,eed my fiftpr, it 
w^s all tixat gri^f, and JDiIej^x had left of 
the once beautiful Agnes : it was the only 
. treafure. bequeathed me, by my Koiioured 
father; iv was her, wl|ofe clK^eks, while 
badied in duteous tear^ ai partiiig4*rom her 
parents, yet glowed in n\odeft canfidencej.- 
and joy, at being canfigned to the protec- 
llon^ of her favorite brother ; then, fiie 
was the opening flower, which thp fell 
blight of forrow had not blafted ! what 
alas! ;yaf^ n^ppoi^r? -^ .^ ^ , 

V' Nee4j[>^ Major, tell/cw, that I received' 
,{,1^ Wif^ .# ^^r^^^?^^:> *^ nj^, Jhcart of 

..«11^^e^.^.9^1?er. hgart; ^h^t I received, 
r,:^(j^)* ^if^. i^eg^rd Irom ber hands, her 
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©nfy child ; and that I refolved, whatever 
it might coft me^ to prcferve inviolate, HilB 
her deaths the fecret hiftory of her unhap*- 
py life; yes,. my friend! this I fwore, and 
had you feen the innate compofure, which, 
extended to- her countenance;, had you* 
Beard; the elegant gratitude of her ax:know« 
led'gements; and' had yoa witnefled her 
devout thankfgivihg to* heaven,, and her 
ardent prayers fbr bleffings on ker brother,, 
and child; the impreffion of all on your 
memory, would have been as indcliabk,, 
as it is on minc.^ 

Dear faint ! could T wound' thee; By- 
telling thee the difficulties of my fitaationp' 
Oh ! no ! what barbarian would wilfully 
difturb the ferenity of thy fatisfied mind,, 
when all thy griefs were repofetf in the 
fympathifing heart of'thke only brdtHfer^ 
had Ihe known, that the belbved orfny 
fpul, my wife,, and her tovtiy daughter,, 
were the beings my promife'tb her, woiald! 

■ oblige- 
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rfjfige me tc^diffrefsj what anenrire reverfe,^ 
would it have made in the'fyftem 6f con-^ 
folation^, which flie fondly faid, would fop-^ 
port her fn her laft moments :: God be^ 
praifed I fhe*died in ignorance of the an- 
guifh- I have fett-onJi^p account; andio£ 
the pre(ent fituation of her daugbtei^ 

Reuben delivers yotfthrs Tetter; He ridfeSK 
exprefs to town, accompanied by fatbep* 
Dominick, the^ good prieft", who brought 
from thef Marquis St. Lawrens, my fifter's; 
papers and' certificates)^ which- were lodged 
in his^hands^ 

My Ion Has my permiflion to run* awajr 
with my fweet Julia immediately ; if (he 
wiH now pGonfetot to- accompany him to^ 
Scotland:; father Ddmimck wiit attenct 
tfcetn,;and I know, the dea^ girl will Hot 
obje6fe to- hk repeatinrg the cereniDpy ; my 
fon wiri give up every thing for love, but 
his. honor^ and his religion*. 
. .:.. ^,'^I.! You 



r 



4fo A C ;N i: /S. 



, You arc furprif0<i al ^y» ^r^ngemeiH : 
- J-ord Rutbv^a yiil rave, s^idLady M^jry 
• f^Onfider it i^ a freftt iqjury j but po mat- 
oter ; it £^ m ^v«pt, n^^ceffftry to the gr^wd 
-{developenient, whic^ vfill take place^ the 
iiilila^t I receive the pacquet^ from the 
Abbjofe St;. Lawr^i^s^ '. " 

r ; I do not; ftifFi?!^ fpyfeirto dou|>t, buit yoa 
jirfilli ftqjl ! Agnes at » Mitard'si; afid* as you 
' yfi\\'hcca.^^\i2iX^y predicai?qient^d, to ne- 
c aefcvc v» 1 yowjag, iaidy^ mto ^^j^r^ houfe, beg 
i ybu KsdlU .in my n^sr^fi, r^quel) Mre.James 
Butler to invite her to Soho- jl|u^re;. 

\ A'Adwu^jWUjOfi if ^be-^iqiaruciating: tor- 
tuife Qf. the goMit, did; nqt ?9f>t«adift i^ af- 
V feartion I I ftfoidd teti,y$>|ij (Ci^^e^^^d to be 
quite happy 4. yidL bOW is^itelji fsffi^^r^ to 
. belieadiairtd^ aare fthq «f)|l: :fefvsi^^^Q4iIy 
\ rpaias^ > riiaD , fthofc -wbkb; >^re ,\ ii^igf 4 vl>y 
^ g^i^> and fe^lfibiiity oa ^ li^irodi 
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The Ahbefs St. Lawrini to General Moncrap, 



-' T k» 



Paris.' 

. . '» 

xN the fhort letter I wrote from Abbe- 
viWe,* I informed you of the beatification 
of our once-loved^ now fainted St, Clare: 
fee died General, as (be had lived; a pat- 
tern ofpiety^ and an^ ejiample of, r^figna- 
tion ; her kft hou!*s, were {>akiful in the 
extreme, confidcring; how her fine fomv 
hid before fuffered^ from her k>ng,. ajjd 
. fingering decays * 

The bifliop attended her laft moments, 
; with ihiB attentive pie^j which became hia 

, * This letter does not appear. 
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charaaep ; he hd^ y ;^quiefcent, uuder 
the other grafr ^^y^^ y^^ ^^.ed viitlv 
every extBCir .;^^ ^^, h^r death-^ 



y^f^^tit ter death,, tor Jhe can 



fill ffrug ^./^ ^^i^^^^ ^jj^^ ^jj^ ^^^^ 

"\ ^ J^ y^*^* eternal life, to beab^ 

^^^^^ ^jf(>^' vo^ ^ feGrec)^ i but fir,. 

^"^ iiribat cafe; rel igioufty Ipcrfgrmcd 



' 0^/iere i^ now the dear,, the^credido- 

[it, which your bleffed fitter left in your 

^nds? read her l£tier5 which I incJoTe,* 

jjiC people fhe is with, the i^ndignities to 

,$ir}rich (he may ibeexpofed^J. will, 'i -hare 

.no doubt' aroufQ you into an imm^atc> 

ahd adive enquiry after her;^ you will cer- 

rtainly,* when yoiL hare recojvered her^ idc- 

clare her near affinky ; you will take the 

proper fteps to prove the marriage of her 

mother, 



- » 



* The letters wrote previous to, Agnes's leaving 
the Mitard's. 
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^r, and claim for her, the legal iriw, 

-iitance, \irhich that marriage fee axes to 

« 

her daughter^ . 

But in the m^sai tim^ij, fir,, ^vhile xoe. ar- 
pange^ providence may totally annihilate 
cos plaAs ; the ohjfo^ (os whom we are fa 
£blicitous may fuflfer^ ftie may, he loft;; Ihe 
mayfally the viftim : />f r the c^vij ra^achina-r 
tions^ to which ibe is expofed ; and the 
fear her letters wthQtifes^ aftually de* 
range my fenfes. 

Recover her, fir, for the love of Jefi|^ 
recover my Agne^r— I cannot touch hef 
piother's papers, while I am thus uncertain 
of the fate of her child~her writing, over 
which my eyes floJtv, are reproaches to my 
heart ; Where is my Agnes ? are the onjjr 
words, that prefent themfelves to my ideas^ 
throughout a pofthumous volume, ad,- 
dreffed to you ; but which from, weaknefs„ 
were put loofe ia her caJ^inet^ and by that 

means^ 
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means^. became miked with othei^ papers ;► 
moft of them lettei> from the vile Neville^ 
which I will (jpare yoathe indignity of feeing;. 

Oh ! General^ but that I am too anxi* 
ous to fend you my child's lettera^ to de- 
tain Mr. Marley ; who pck)r youth is not 
fit Cor the world ; what volumes could I 
write^ without exhaufting my feelings for 
her^ who^ no longer groans^ under the pref*^ 
ftire of that fate, for wbich / ftill weep^. 

Till I hear from you>. General,., 'till I 
Rnow my Agnes is openly, and honorably 
received^ ta her natural home, to the anni 

m 

©f her acknowledged uncle ;, or 'till fti^ 
pe-enters my convent, 'till her welcome re- 
' turn, filk every vacuum^ in my temporal 
wifhes ;: peace will be a ft ranger to 

VtCToxJiE Sx^ Lawrenj. 

/ 

St. Cliare's pacquet ffiall follow as foon 
» 1 have refolutian to make it up. 

LET- 
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Edward Harl^, Efj; to jf. Sutler Efj; 



Belle-Vue. 

jTaOW often have I cjdled on my friend, 
and on mv amiable Caroline for confola- 
lion, bow often wearied you with my t:oni- 
plaims^ with my defpair^ and fliall a day, 
an hour pafs, when my heart is filled with 
4he moft tranfporting rapture — when my 
glad eye again reviews with joy, the dear 
fcenes of my youthful pleafures, when the 
bright gleams of prosperity gild my open- 
ing profpeS, and when the rapture of love, 
4sf reciprocal tendernefs expand my heart, 
lirathout my ^offering all my J;)eft hopes to 

the 
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the participation of fuch faithfal fuch pat- 
lial friends? 

No, my Caroline ! lifted above morta- 
lity as I really ara, I feel, that bli/sy be- 
ydnd what my moft fanguine hope painted 
to my wifees — that even Agne^j with the 
purity of an angel, united to the fofteft 
tendernef^ of dear complying woman, can- 
jiot render me perfe£lly happy, 'till you 
ihare it with me. 

YetAvhere, or liowfliall I begin the cfx- 
tatic tale ? I am loft in grateful rapttfre^ 
Avhen I refleft on the wonderful means by 
which my felicity has been brbught about: 
and when I recolleft the agonies which had 
almoft deprived ttie of reafon, I can hardjy 
believe my happinefs is reaU 

But is it indeed fo ? am I now writing 
in the Genetal's library at BcHe-Vue ? is 
it certain that I have juft left my Agnes, 
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in all her world of beauty, mild as the |en-. 
tleft zephyr's — her melodious voice which 
beggars aU defcriptions, rendered yet fof- 
ttr by the fweeteft of all p^ffions, her 
rcheeks fuffufed with bluflies, and the mo- 
deft accents of as^owed tendernefs for her 
grateful Harley, yet hanging on her coral 
iips? oh! is aU ^his real? ycs^ Butler! 
Jbut let m^ relate to the beft of fitters, and 
^of friends how i have attained, thus fud- 
denly, to the fummit of felicity. 

We find, by a letter the General re- 
ceived from Major Melrofe, that you arc 
acquainted with our water excurfion— hut 
It is alfo proper, I fhould tell you by what 
means I got the information, which carried 
ine after the Dunkirk pisicket, in purfuitof 
my Agnes ; oh! heaven! and is (lie indeed 
mine ? the thought is too traiifporting, I 
aiiuft lay down my pen 
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I have relieved -my full heart — -do n<s^ 
:'defpife me, Butler— I hav^ aftually been 
{bedding leaars — and new will, with mcw«e 
•compofure, while my Agnes is retired with 
Madame yallmon^, continue my happy 
ftory^ 

Tou undefftood by my laft, 1 refolved 
to go to London ; I went poft all the way, 
mear Barnet a man called to my driver ta 
heg he might get up behind, whicb ^yas fvBr- 
lily refufed — it was then near midnight ^ 
hut what ^ere hours jLo mie ? rtor night, nor 
day afforded reft to my fad fpirit ! the 
tnan kept running, and when he could be 
heard, repeated his petition, at length, and 
what right, thought I, hav« I io roll thus 
at cafei; while a fellow creature, whofe 
•anxiety may be equal with my own, is thus 
kept on the rack, both by his impatience, 
^and inability to reach the ^nd of his jour- 
ney ? who knows but he is like me a hap- 
iefs, deferted lover, and ik)w in this mo- 
ment 
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ment experiencing the two extremes of 
hojpe and fear, and may not all the neareft, 
and deareft intereB; of his heart depend on 
tlie hour on which he arrives at the place 
ie is fo eager to reach 7 

TheTe refleffions liad their weight, I bid 
the driver open the door of my chaife, and 
the man very thankfuTly accepted a feat in 
it; the a£l of kindnefsi, totally imiependant 
•of curiofity being all my aim, I immedi- 
ately relapfed into tbe train of corroding 
refleflion, which my fellow traveller had 
interrupted. 

It was fo late^ or ratber early when ^ve 
ilopt at the inn, that I did not chufe ta 
break on your regular hours but ordered a 
bed there. The perfon I had taken up 
was fo anxious to be gone, that he was as 
Jittle difpofed as myfelf, to lofe a moment 
In compliments. 



. r 
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In the ^lorning, after I had breakfafted, 
,^ and was preparing to come to you^ he re- 
turned to the inn ; and defired to bo. ad- 
muted to thank . me for the favor I Had 
done him. In the courfe of his acknow- 
, Jedgements, lie informed me, that he was 
( jtna^e of a French trader — ^^had been to 
; Barnet to take leave of his wife who lived 
there^ previous to his failing, which was to 
have^been that day ; but, that he bad re- 
,^ ccJAred a letter from the captain, informing 
V him that a young lady, who wiihed to leave 
England immediately, had engaged him to 
fail with the morning tide, for which flie 
had made him a very handfome compenfa- 
, . ;tioi;ijj and he required his mate to join hira 
ihftantly, " now'* continued the man, " as 
ill luck would have it, I was out fpending 
tlve eyeifing with my wife, and fitter, and 
did not come home *till I ought to have 
*^ been on board, fo that notwithftanding 
** your kindnefs I have loft the voyage.** 
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A la4yv friend ? faid I, eagerly. 
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^ Yes*? anfweted he, ^foanoe young huC 
^Vfey QT'Othefv-fhe was in a. plaguey hmrry, 
"^^ to ge^ottt of the kingdom, ..not. for any 
^y good I fiippofcj though^ they Jay Ihe was 
** devihfh handlpnje too." 

To me, who conceived ^ the .beauty of 
the whole earth to center in my Agries^ 
this was undoubted intelligence of .her; I 
ran, or rather flew to Tower-hill, where I 
met Major Melrofe— -I h^ve therefore no w 
to carry my narrative o% Trom the time I 
left Mifs Neville in the .Major's apartment 
at Gk'eenwich, 

.1 returned by a kind of inftina to the 
Ere; the fwnily who were not inTured. were 
making great lamentation, and poor.Mifs 
Farquar was echoed from one to. the 
-other, *till it drew the notice of feveral by- 
Handers, who were informed, a young lady 

G ft ^^2^ 
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flept in a part of the houfe which had firft 
taken fire, and the ftair-cafe being burnt, 
it was impaffible for her to have cfcaped, 
rieither had Qie been feen attempting it ; 
at that inftant the part they were fpeaking 
of fell in, and poor Mifs Farquar was again 
the objeft of general pity. 

From this fcenc rendered more awful 
by the terrible end of a fellow creature, I 
was returning by the place from whence I 
was fo fortuaate as to refcue Mifs Neville, 
(which having no valuables in it was now 
deierted) and was lifting my eyes in thank- 
fulnefs to the providence which had pre- 
ferved her, when I thought I could perceive 
a female figure, in a leaning attitude at the 
window, from whence I had taken Julia; 
but as the (butter was of a light colour, and 
the figuTe retted quite againft it, I could 
not for fome time diftinguifiu 
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I ft ill continued with my eyes fixed on 
the place, 'tiH obferviitg the flames rapidly' 
approaching, and ftill more confirmed in 
my idea, that fome unh«ippy being wa» 
in a ftate of infenfibilrty either from fright, 
or fufFocaticm ; I rofolved to attempt the 
refcue humanity demanded; the ladder I 
had got for Mils Neville was removed, and 
the people were fome gathered round the 
other part of the building, where the Ar- 
nold's principal valuables were, endea^ 
vouring to fave what they could; and 
otherSj who were friends to the fufFerers, 
had their attention fixed on the croud, ta 
prevent their being pilfered, of what they 
had faved from the fire; a few firemen^ 
and very few there were indeed; but thofe-^ 
were alfo employed in preferving the pro- 
perty^ 

I called repeatedly both on tBem, ancJ 
on the inanimate vi£lim, without gaining 
any attention from either i at laft a^ lad 

G 3 came 
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came'up/ who aflced trie if I did not think 
ihaivjzs a woman? pointing to the win- 
dow; before I could anfver, fome trees 
-which were planted at the fide of the houfe 
took fire, and I then plainly difcerned the 
figure of a female, partly retting, on the 
window frame, and partly againft the fhut- 
ter, and apparently infenffbte to the danger 
which furroimded her; ^ 

I cried out -with a fympafthcitie terror-»— 
three or four ftput fellows, watermen^; 
came rurinrng towards me^ and perceiving> 
th^r^'was^ a life at ftaVe very readily o£» 
fered their afliftance, in our confufion we 
could not get ^ ladder/ although I after- 
wards found 'wt had feveral times walked 
over the one I myfelf had left there^ — 
the objeft before us feemed to infpire 
the honeft waterman, as well as myfelf j 
they dragged -a large dfeal taWe from fome 
other part of the- ruins, and placing it 
agiinft uhe-walh, ftbod-firtu^ whilel by 

help 
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Relp of their fliouldeys entered the win- 
dow, where I found a young perfon alive 
indeed, but in a ffrong convulfion fit; I 
had not a nioment to lofe, I bauglit her in * 
my arms, and was in the aft of lifting her ' 
out of the window, when the inner part of ' 
the room gave way, the* floor fell in, and I 
was-^rovidentially left on a kind of crofs 
beam, whicli formed the bow of the room, 
with the perfon ftill in my amis. 
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I now expefted every moment to be bu- 
Tied m the nlms ; the men^ who had hu- 
manely affifted me, were fo much fright- 
ened by the fudden crafli of the buildings 
that they retreated very precipitately, from 
the window, nOr could all my perluafions 

and entreaties prevail on them to refume 

• ■'■■•« • ' ' , - " - ^ ' ■ ■■...'■ 

their ftations; they advifed me to prefervq 

my own life, if I could, declaring it to be 

an impofTibility to fave the woman — and 

with this cordial advice they left me to my 

figite.. , 

G 4. The 
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The lad who was ftill in fight got on the 
table^ but his efforts were too weak to he 
of any fervice ; J hid him. run to the fire- 
men and prevail on them to come to our 
affiftanceji a moment might be fatal, which 
he was going to do, but jumping off the 
table, entaggled his feet in the ladder, and 
with a joyful cry, and an effort of flrengthi 
nothing but iainate humanity couTd give, 
him, raifed it againft the tottering fabric,, 
and I had the fupreme happinefs to bring, 
my heavenly burthen fafe to the ground— 

Ohl thou Almighty, thou merciful God f 
thou whofe infcrutiable wifdom is infinite 
as thy goodnefs — and both,x boundlefs as. 
thy power, oh ! mayefl thou withdraw the 
breath of life from thy thankful fervant,. 
when the blefl[ing of that hour is forgotten. 
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Sir (faid the poor lad; capering for joy) 
my mother lives juft by — better carry the 
woman there,, fhe'li be out of the croud ^ 
and the good areature ran before to- Ihew 
me the way .- 

My hair, which had got out of the rib^ 
bon was burnt^ my face, and hands were 
finged, and blackened by the faioke and 
fill phur, but by fupporting my. angel — for^ 
oh ! Butler ! it was Agnes herfelf partljf 
out of the window, 1 had preferved her 
from injury** 

We prefently got to the houfe (or \ 
fhould I believe, fay hut) where we found 
the boy*s mother was gone to the fire, and 
had left a.. light on her rufh chair^ which^ 
would in all probability, had we not ar^ 
rived in the kiftant,. have made her a fuf- 
ferer by the fame calamity fee was wit--- 
neiling at her neighbours^ 

* 
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There was a-tfed^ in Ae^rooto ort vrtiicH 
1 laid my Agnes'; ah I irh^ii ^11 itijr heart 
Ceafe to throb When I jJttoucIly call hei' 
ttimi ! the boy brought vratei", and I was' 
beginning to bathe her temples, whch hxt 
approached with a light, and I difcovered 
•—heavenly God !— I yet tremble— -I ceafe 
to refpire — I- feel her deliverance, but 
Butler I aJfo feel^ and finfc under th^ bor- 
ror of the fenfation,^ the inovtenty the atom 
there was between rte and eternal perdi-r 
tion : to live ! to exift t to breathe the vi- 
tal air ! and walk ere6l among the forts dt 
men when^^ was no more \—^impoJftblc!^^ 
m'pojiblc ! 

f 

Again the violence of my aghatiort 
'breaks oh my naf ratir6-*^h ! my firiend, f 
yet tee her, liiFelers, ahd deferted-^the 
flower of the world— ^the jpiride of nature-^^ 
Ae Coul df elegante aind hahhoiiy— ^tht 
life and light of my ckift^nce, w4s witbitt 

one 
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one little moment of being Jcj/Zyar^t/^r — do 
you not fhudder, Butler?— finks not your 
Caroline with terror on your bofom — oh ! 
if you have fympafhy^ — if you Ibve your 
Harley — you will like him, fly the dread- 
ful recolle^Uon, >and rejoice it is paft. 



Edward Harley, 



r 
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Edtaurd Harley to J. Butler in continuation^ 



Bdle-Vue. 

A HE firft vie^ of my Agnes depiived 
Hie of motioB — I forgot her fituation — the 
Hid held the water' in one hand^ and the 
light in the other — I looked^ and looked 
again—-! examined her features—knelt be-^ 
fore her — felt her hands — her hair — nay, I 
ventured ta touch her cheek, it was then I 
perceived my hands were blacky the print 
of my fingers remained oa her delicate 
Ikin. Oh f Butler, what triumph was there 
in that ? yet my foul glowed m tranfport^ 
when I beheld the trace of my touchy on 
the foft down of her cheek* Avaunt, ye 
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fcnfuaKfts, yoit in whole gratifications foul 
has nor fhare> and you wbofe paffions are • 
loft in the taftekfs apathy^ you mifcaU 
wifdom — look not on my A^es — defpife 
not her adoring^ Harley — foron trifles even 
lighter than this wiU the enamoured foul 
dweH with rapture^ 

But hark ! Ihe fighs — her eyes open*—* 
they fhine on her Harley — they illumine 

the poor hut flie caft them fearfully 

round- 
Where ami? who are you, fir? what a 
terrible dream am I awoke from, or i^ it 
real ? where i& ?^ — but who ar« you fir ? 

I was at her fcet^ Butler^ but could not 
fpeak a word. 

How did I get here ? faid fhe, addireC» 
fing the boy, is Mr. Arnold's houfe burnt? 
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Aye, dowp to the.vejy giro}ind, andyoui 
aju/l l^s^ve, b^en burn^t. in i^ an it l^ not 
\\cex\ for I^. and that gejitJemaii. 

She ca^ bpr. lOYely eyes down on me, v 
di^y. were fwimiping wit^ tears, the black 
on my face prevented her l^nowing^ me. 

Itban^^ )^QU, lir; ^ remember now too 
n!iup|[^— Jes,.(^^Ul,i^g half from mej I thank; 
ypv^ fir, \ ^fi^ a very poor creature, not 
worth faving, my thanks are poor, but I 
have nothing elfe to offer— will you (to 
t^e ja4} cpiidi^ft pi? wl^eye I lyiay fi?d fhe- 
iipfqrtiiajate fapijly. ?. 

What I felt at that moment is inexpreH- 
ftble, . ©QJt ki^owJDg fb^t my face was of jhe 
fame fable hue with my hands, J conffludec^ 
the coldnefs of her addrefs was intended ; 
flie was gpiog, /be ha^l afjually reached the 
door, my arms were fpreacj and I fell iJqwn 

on 
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cm my face^ I could' not fj^ealu^fhe wa» 
alarmed. 

Aliais^! fir, what is^ the matter?' ar« yoa 
hurt ? Ipeech wa« now petur-fied to me. 

Ah? Agnes!' cried t, cruel Agnes t'ftay 
and fee me expire at your feet^ to o'btam 
that one privilege, I have long followed 
riiy fleeting fliade, leave me ikX row with^ 
out pardoning the wretched Harley. 

She inftantly returned fpom the dooFj; 
and extending her white hand, Harley, is 
it you? is it indeed you? and am I fo 
happy as to owe my Mfe to Barley ? Fif« 
my friend, why do you talk of death ?^ you 
who are fo worthy to li ve^ and be the hap-, 
pieft of men. Oh! Butler, what words 
were thefe, I hardly dared to breathe leA 
I (hould loofe a particle fte uttered, Che 
acknowledged her Harley was dear to her^ 

I am going, faid the angel, to my friends 
in France^ where I muft never fee ifny ge- 
nerous deliverer ; but T may pray forhitn^ 

1 
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I may acknowkdge without bluihing, bow 
mentally dear he is to me. 

No Agnesj anfwered I, let rae conduft' 
thee back to the noble, the injured Mon- 
crafs; Madame St. Lawrens commands. 

Ah I what isk you fay,. Harley, do you 
know that honored friend aTid St. Clare ? 
©h ! do they yet love their unfortunate 
Agnes? how know you- it is their command 
I ftiould return to GeneraLMoncrafs ? have 
they received my letters ? are they ac- 
quainted with the reafon of my quitting 
Belle-Vue ? what have I not fuflfered fince 
I took that ftep, but (putting, both her 
hands before her face, aiid with a tone at 
once graceful apd moving) who-could bear? 
but fay (as if flying from the recolleftion^ 
have you feen- Madame St Lawrens ? 

I anfwered- 1 had* 

And St. Clare ? but why did they not' 
anfwer my letters^? oh ! you would not be- 
lieve to what cruel indignities,, what hard«i 
Slips their filence has expofed m&\, 

I 
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I told her Madame St. Lawrens way not 
at her convent when they arrived, that 
when fhe returned from Abbeville— 

From Abbeville do you fay — oh ! my 
God ! what has happend there ? St. Clare^, ^ 
my beloved St. Clare is then no more— 
oh \ my heart fuggefted fome dreadful rea- 
fon for their not writing. Bleffed virgin! 
(falling on her knees, and croflSng her 
lovely arms on her breaft, her ftreaming 
eyes lifted up to heaven) if from thy holy 
bolbm, my Loved,^ my honored St. (Jlave,, . 
can look down on th^ miferable being &e 
has left to deplore her lofs, oh ! may fhe 
know .the pangs of duteous forrow which , 
ROW rend the heart of hcE Agnes ; alas^ 
dear fatnt \ why was I not with thee .^ why 
did I not adminifter to thy laft moments t 
Oh ! Harley, your looks confirm my fad 
prefages, ftie is dead, St. Clare the moft 
tender friend, the maternal guide of my 
youth is no more*. 



i«&, A ,G N E S; 

I could not deceive; her^. and my fileijqe: 
W9.^ ji mourpf ul Gonfirmatipn of the fatal , 
event; yet I befought her ta be com- 
foft^d, Madswp? St.^ Lawren^ yet lives>, 
and lives but in her Agnes^ 

- - ' '^ ' . 

O^ I let ^s fly jtq h^j, my dear^ my ho-^ 
Bpired lady Abbefs;^ what have not been^ 
yg^r fulF^fing^ in, this dreadful feperation p 
but^ yojujire fbljowing ]5t^ Clar^, a faint on 

c;^th.cai>,h5|Ye7io. (|[9»^ts^b^J %.flJAl! re- 
joinjh^t, ange}. in, .her ttatc, of jpufification^. 
lei.»s gp^/ir^/lef.,?i^thrp]^;^n^fe^^^ with all. 
injf/aHlts at ber/eet,^ ftie will ,(orgive^ and,, 
pity ,th/e feilty pfher Agnes. 

^ It.was wjithg^e^^t difeulty.I .could per^.. 
fuade her to defift from her refolution of 
going to France J I - urged Madam St. 
L?iwrei)^'s wif}i> the General's impatience 
tp fee her, his itidifpofitipUj^ and the letters 
he had received from St. CUr?^ wrote with 

her 
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her dying hand,-^ whictu required J)errim^i^- 
diate prefence at Belle-pVue., 

The laft-plea afFeftedher^ fhe would gp^ 
fhe would never difobey. the in^unSiws pf 
her beatified fxiendi . 

By this time.the boy-was faft afteep ; he^r 
neither uiulerftood? our cony erfaiigni no;tr. 
did our agitation excite his curiofity ; I 
roitfed.hini,.4nd,^gi>e3.chuJGLng,, ifi, a^ ftie 
faid flie,wa&to,gQ taBelierVue^, to fetou^ 
without any .pyefent expla?^tio|i,,witb the, 
Arnolds; fejjt him taget a ppft-pli^fe, he^ 
returned ia Eve minutes^ I,.proii4!Vofjny; 
burden than^C a .monarcb'& diadeym,^ lifted, 
her inta .the xhaife, ,and followed royfelf i 
we drove to the firft ftage beyond LpndoHi^ 
when I prevailed on her to take fome reft^ 
while I made fome purchafes in the town^ 
fuchas adoak, and fqmq linen I thought, 
ihe would want.^ , 
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I tolcL^thc woman at the fhop the acci- 
dent of the fire; and the efcape of my an- 
gel, that fhe had a long journey to go, and 
left it to her to procure vrhat neceffarres 
might be immediately wanted ; fhe acquit- 
ted herfelf fo well that I had the blifs to fee 
my Agnes appear dreffed m her new habi- 
liment, and fmiling her approbation at the 
pains her happy Edward had taken*. 

I did not you may be fiire hurry the 
drivers, never was fuch a journey — I 
opened my full and honeft heart tc^ the 
charmer of my foul ^ but, oh I Butler t 
how fhalt I do juftice to the modeft deli- 
cacy of her manner, when fhe owned all 
the afFe6lion& of her heart were your 
Edwards,, 

My heart, faid fhe (the crimfon glow of 
modefly mantling in^ her cheek) is all* I ca» 
call my own ; that it is no merit in me to 
give you,^ for the truant had left me, it had 

abjured 
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^bjared my power, long before I was fenfi- 
ble of its lofs , but in making this confef- 
€ion, I do not engage my perfon, that muft 
not be difpofed of but with the approbation 
of Madame St. Lawrens; yet one thing I 
avill promife my Harley, he Ihall never 
have any competitor in the heart of Agnes, 
but ber God, 

Think— -no, you cannot, it" is not in 
language to exprefs, in heart to conceive 
my tranfports during the three days we 
were op the road. 

When we arrived at Belle-Vue, Ma- 
dame dc Vallmont was walking on the 
lawn 5 file faw Agnes, and too happy for 
Caution, ran back into the houfe, and 
informed the General of our arrival; 
then without waiting to know the effeQ: 
of her precipitancy, returned as quicks 
ly to welcome Mifs de Courci back; 

who 
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^ho Vas imtnediatcjy iumtnoned- td^tht 
General's apartment. 

My agitatibti diiring the painful firipenfe 
vhich her ftay^occafionfed, isTiotto bede- 
Icribed; I waited alone near an hour; no 
door opened, nor being was hetird to move; 
all was ftill, and hufh a5 filence itfclf ; 
at length a ftorm fuceeded the calm, Mifs 
de Courci \^s in fits; the General relap fed, 
And the houfe in cohfufion. 

Madame de Vallmofiit came to me, ^nd 
apologifed for leaving me fo long; the 
General, faid ftie,' is ibd much affefted to 
fee you. Mils de Courci is very ill, and as 
for me, my heart feels too much for thefe 
amiable perfons; you mull leave us now, 
you will foon hear from \xs. 

1 begged Ihe would charge lierfelf with 
my refpeiElful compliments, and with ^ 
heavy heart returned to the Hermitage. 



T^his morning an invitation to dinner 
!was brought by a fervant, ^^rho told me; he 
had thehonof to ht appointed* t0 wait 'on 
his mafter 5 niece. 

His niece, anfwerfed I, I never heard 
he had one. 

yoiif hoho!^ ..knbws her well enotigh, 

'■ ■• ' . , ., . . . * ^ ~ - 

Mifs de Cburti is' his niece. ' 

"The iiiviiatioii was from the Geheral, 
and coricliideii with a defire, if Mt; Har- 
.ley had recovered tKfe fati^gue of his jbur- 
inej, to (eehini early. ^ 

1 immediately obeyed the welcome man<- 
tdatie,, and Miik% admitted \xs the General as 
foon as I was anriouhced. 






Never, my dear Butler, was a "mstft fo 
altered^ the traces of for row and fltknefs 
were too vifible oh his fine counteh^ce. 
but a gleam of pleafing fatisfaftion pre- 
dominated. Dear Harley, faid the wor- 
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thy man, making a» ineffeftual effort to 
jrife, what obligations have you conferred 
on me, on my amiable girl; howc^tn I re- 
ward tlie fervice I have received from you? 

Oh! Butler! Madame St. La wrens had 
faid, my Agnes was heirefs .to irajnenfe 
wealth— that was a circumftance I had not 
once -thought of during our journey; to 
love, to be beloved by her, was a fourcc 
of fuch boundlefs joy, I could admit of na 
other thought ; but it now ruflied on my 
memory, and the General's acknowledge 
laent contributed to opprefs me. 

How eafy, thought I, would it be to re- 
ward me, if indeed he values (b highly the 
life I preferved, by bellowing on me the 
cmly bleffing after which my heart afpires;' 
but then the fatal, the to me undefirable 
acquifition of wealth, recurred to my idea ; 
how ihould I dare from my humble ftation, 

with my moderate fortune, to look up to 

the 
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^tragon of ibc dearth ; ^ho belfides the 
^beauty of her charming perfon, and the 
goodn^sof an aingel^ hadalfothe endow^** 
ment^ of wealth, to render iier an objeftof 
^Ainiverfal adoration? I turned pale, my 
voice faultered — I 4arcd not meet the 
•General's eye, but fiay fears weie quickly 
-difperfed. 

Sit do^n, my wortby ycmng friend, con- 
«Jtinued the tnriy noble minded General, it 
*was th6 axiom of a wife writer, that " there 
*^ cannot *be a more unhappy man in the 
world, than him who has n6ver experi- 
enced advorfity/* 1 am not that unhap- 
q)y man ; but my forrows^id not proceed 
merely from^fudden reverfe of fortune, 
my whole life hitherto, (a fliort interval only 
•excepted) has teen one continued ferips 
'of misfortune ; I yet remember when at 
.your age I firft faw and lov^ Lady Mary 
^utbven ; I then experienced the bihcr- 
mefs of hopdefs love, the mortification of 
V o u 1 1 JL H dfc^^.4^ 
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thy ma y/ -^ and ^he anguifli of de^ 

jrife, J^ th^ cj^lapaities of my family^ 

^ >^/5ve difappointment of my 

w ^ ^^^ to be icomparcd Jto what I 



^et 



tom^j 



'* Sweet have been the ufes of adverfity, 
^' Which like th^ t6ad ugly and venomouf 
^* "jyears yet a jew.el in bis hjc^*' 

I have been a ftrift observer of your 
idifpofition, and I ip^k it to yQur credit; 
the ttiore narreWly I have atteaded to the 
movements of yoiw: loind* the better I hav^ 
been plcafed ; I early faw your attachmei;it 
to Agnes, I knew your fortune was mode- 
rate, but the many years of experience I 
have had, the various viciffitudes of for- 
tune I have feen, have at leaft taught me 
one ufeful lefTon; it has fhewn me, the 
pnly intrinfically valuable work of tb® 

crefttion^ 
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^creation, is the human heart ; yours, Mr 
Harley, is above price, and Agnes only 
can equal you in modefi merit, in virtue^ 
Kind \n trutlu 

\ 
Perhaps I fliall incur ihe world's cen* 
fure for thus difpofing of my niece, per- 
"haps I might flatter myfelf, that lier/beau** 
ty, and fortune, would if fee n, and known, 
reftore the houte of Moncrafs to Its prif- 
line honors, but ambition has no charnis 
For her, and far from me be tlie wifh to 
infpire her witli fo turbulent a paflion. 

Tou are acquainted with the hlftoiy of 
,my family ; a beloved twin fitter ^d, my* 
felf were the only remains of Un ahtient 
and honorable houfe : heirs to the misfor- 
tune entailed on an unhappy race, we were 
"born to be buffeted with the bilbws of ad- 
verfity : my px>or bark was fafely laid up 
in pprt ; patience, and fortitude, had en- 
aibled me to fupport myfelf, *till my graci,. 

H 2 OU4- 
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ous thakcr, by his own unerring wifdon% 
'cofit'duaed me with peace and honor to the 
arms of the woman I adored. But my fifte'r 
became a viftim to deceit, ai>d treachery ; 
flie funk under the accumulated woes in- 
flifted on her by a barbarous violater of fc- 
fnale honor ; yet flie had no fault, no crime, 
afterthebreach of herholy vows to expiate; 
that indeed was of fuch an attrocious na- 
ture, no wonder the juftice of an offended 
God purfued her, and made the obje£l of 
her iGnful apoftacy, the fource of her mi- 
fery, fhe is now no more, Agnes is her 
only child. 

He uopt a motnent and turned his head 
away. 

As foon as the benevolence of our fove* 
Teign was generally known, my unhappy 
filler obtained (what flie had long fought 
for in vain) fomc tidings of her brother ; 
flie was alay member of the convent where 
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f^c breathed her laft, and: therefore ber 
abfence was difpenfed with,, while fliQ 
iferought her child to nie, briefly told her 
iad ftory^ and claimed my prote£iiony fi^tf 
|l^ off^prin^of bef ill-placed love^ 

There were circumftaoces attending hpf 
liiftory I could not immediately reveal^ 
my beloved wife eon,ceive4 i^pfelf injuFcd^ 
:^e confiderecf my atta^hmtent to Agnes a$ 
criminal, nothing would render her ^^fy^^ 
l^utdifcoveries I was bound not to make, wd 
parted ; but it was not fo eafy to eradicate 
the tendernefs fa many years hadimpreflecf 
on my heart ; my love for her, and my life 
were bound in the lame chain ; my healtb 
has been declining,, had I died Ihe would 
have feen her Mbncrafs was unfortunate, 
but not guilty^. I have now hope our re- 
union will not be deferred, *till I am i^ 
tonger capable of affifting the dear woman 
to reconcile her violent_refentment agakift 
ne ta her^ own heait«r 

Reubtii> 
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Reuben is gone to London, with m)r 
confent to take his Julia's offered hand ; it- 
will hurt Lady Mary at firft, but in the 
tnd (he will know it is an afi of kindnefs^ 
You have in the mean while, my leave ta 
pay youjr court ta Agnes, win. her my boy,, 
and wear her. 

- Butler, Caroline — do you think T did 
not kneel,, ah ! conceive the happihefi 
^fyout 
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Gencrcd Moncrafs to- Major Melrofe. 



fiefle-Vuc. 

vV t'TH Ned Harley on tiie right, atid^ 
Agnes on the left 6f my gouty chaar^* I calt 
for your cbngraturations my (tear Major,* 
Hope once more returns- to thehabitatiori- 
ftie had deferted, and I now look forward 
to lengthened days and a tranquil old-age. 
I compmifRon you-to'promif<i every thing to' 
my dear Mary — as to the Earl's narrow 
ftirmife, refpefting my dfefign to aggran- 
dize my fon, at the expence of Mifs Ne- 
ville, a (hort thne- will convince him ho^ 
Bttlc I deferve' fuch an illiberaV cenfure r^ 
and the r^fle£lion will rebound from mc tcy 
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iim. The moment I' hear from ReuBen that: 
Julia and him are one, I will inclofe to yoit^ 
the long, fad biftory of Agnes Moncrafs,, 
a hiftor^Lthat wiliinvolve both Lady. Mary,, 
and her daiighter in difficulties flie does- 
not forefee ; ffite refufes to believe my con-^ 
fanguinity to Agnes, ^tiH the marriage bath 
aflually taken place — ungenerous Mary f: 
fliall I owe nothing to your confidence ?* 
wen, he it fo*^— mine win be ^triumph. 

Nowthemyfferies^r^ in a train fiir expo*^ 
fitipn^ypu, will not deny usyour conipanyi^ 
you will furely grace the nuptials of yout 
young favorite^, and. you will fee in my 
charming niece, the fame blooming cirea?< 
ture you, lamented. fp. much aj Litfeon.. 

The puniibment of tW French fcounn 
dtel is an objefcl beneath our attention^ 
but it is^ certainly right to reward the Ar- 
nold's J yet that I think may be deferred 
"^tUl the retuKi of tlae b^)|)y pairs (as I truft 

thev 
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Afty will be) to London. Agnes fays, fhe 
ftiall like to fee Julia make her own expla- 
nation at Greenwich. 

Be fo goodas tixhaften Dfghten, I would 
bave the two fets exaftly alike, and if there 
are fitter in the poffefllon of any private 
lady in the kingdom^ I ftiall not forgive 



i^ettben and his bride are- tht$ moment 
amrived^-^I intlofe the packet for Lady 
Mary, whkb you will deliver to her im- 
iiicdkit€ly» 

MoNCRASS*.- 



Q^gi V t. X^ 



54 A G N E S^ ! 



LETTER LVIIE, 



, Major Mclrofe to General M'oncrafs.. 



London;. 

My dear GeneraP^ 

VlY chaifc was at the door, and a whole 
argQ of trunks chained on containing, new 
nery,. to deck out the old beau, at the 
pproaching wedding, when I received^ 
our pacquet. 

As I expefted* fo foon to fee you, I didl^ 
lot m my laft inform you, that the Earl of 
lutbven had been attacked with a fecond 
aralytic ftroke ; and; that Lady Mary had 
gain attqided him to Biith. 



\ 
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t Save \^aited on* Mrs, Dowager Hutfer^ 
(he told me, fhe^ had heard from yoXi, an(5 

^ that fhe fltould follow Lady Mary to Bath^ 
in two days; I ct^nfuked her on the ne^ 
ceflity of my' teing the perfotial* olive^ 
bearer, and' we both agreed, that after the 
extreme violence^ of her refentment, the' 
conviftiorrof your faith; and her own er-^ 
ror, would come more acceptably to^Lady?* 

' Mar^ unwitneffed': fhall Fconfefsr- Gene:^ 
ral? I was rejoiced the dowager* s' ophiiorw 
tallied with mine on'^tbis occafion. 

To cOnfefs truth, Ifelf my (elf far more* 
inclined to- join the contented party at 
Belle-Vue, than to dtrpenance in the cbm-» 
pany of the worfl half of the old peer. Alt^ 
Lord* RiKhven'S plfeafanfry and good^Wtr- 
mour lay on "the ^fidtr which is nov^ dead,^ 
nothing remains- but dotage on-hi'S daugh- 
ter, and art' undtminifhed;, nay Faith,, "ft 
thintit is -an-increafed regard for ihe dig^- 
Bity of his rank — our family — cuf^hon/e--^ 



"^ 
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tndm^fumey. i» the- cuckoo flbng he is« 
never weary of finging; and. you knowj,, 
General^ it will be natural foF Lady Mary 
to behappy^when (he receives your letter;.. 
9»d it will be juA in . her to be penitent,,^ 
for the injury (he has done you ; both . 
which from what I know of her lady(hip^ T 
think (he will ehufe to-be in folo^ in that; 
cafe^ as I faidbefore^, Lmuft have waited^ 
to efcorte her to Belle- Vue ;. and in ther 
interval, for no lady can fet out on a jour*- 
ney^ without giving half a thoufand direc-- 
tions about (illing the imperial) (hould have 
been configned to old honor^ and dignity^, 
inftead of which^ I (hall be a man of con-- 
fequence at BeUe-Vue. 

For thefe wife. reafon% all apjMroved bjr 
ifce old dowager who is Lady Mkry's- 
dbuble ; mind that, Generat; I have fent. 
jyton exprefstoBath|, with yourdifpatches;. 
and ihall fet out tOfinorrow^ on iny ws^ ta 
Belk-Ytie^ 

My 
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My boy, my. dear' runaway ;fe»py^ i^vitesr^ 
me, and let me tell you,. I am ki my own 
eftimation of importance enoagfi to be con*- 
Mted oH4die marriagi^ fettfement. 

When I adored^your divine fifter, how: 
Httle did I\: forcfee . a child of her race,, 
would inherit my. fortune, but (o it (hall be 
—and not withftaiiding. your &mily pride,^, 
General,.,heinuli.be a Mdrofe, kt Reu-^ 
ben fupport your name^^ and Harley mine... 

That little madcap Julia^ coft me this- 
morning a thoufand pounds ; Ihe will have 
the vanity to fay, her eyes wanted no brili— 
Uants to fet them of? — as to Mrs. Harley^. 
&e and I fkall fettle our accounts gri<^ 
vately.^ 

An old felk>w I no ftich matter — I' anij 
t^is day but' one and thirty; and fliall be 
fix years younger when I fee my boy^ 
happinefs- comj^at*. • 
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Have yoa any very young; very hand-- 
fome, and very witty damfels in your part 
of the world, to whom I may in an honor- 
obit way, tofs my handkerctiief? f (hall 
Be loft, ifyou have nobody V I can make' 
love toi 

Madame Vallmonr is too old^ and Mrs;- 
Butler ftill older, what as Lord Ogleby^ 
fays, " can I poffibl5^ do with thefe wo- 
men ?" wh<^^are * neither yotmg. nen- foolilh^- 

. Teir Julia, (he nnifF romp with me, and' 
tell that angelic creature,. Agnes, I will 
not bate her an ace of her mother's beauty 
— Ifet me fee, (he had blue eyes, Agnes, 
it feems has Bfeck ;- well* as we can*l have 
Bliie, why black muft db ;. but her long' 
dark eye la{hes, her full but arched brow, 
herfopErhead of ivory, Ber coraflips which 
always a Httle divided* (hewed thepearl, 
(he called teethi the dimple- on her left 
cheek, and the twd brown molfes near her 

linder 
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inder lip^ the flowing hair, neck, Ihape;, 
and arms, oFAgnes Moncrafs,, 1 fhall looK: 
for in her daughter, befides 

*• Song, beauty, youth, Harmony; 
" Eor.thefe were all hers." 

I fliall love the gipfey 1 know I fhall, 
better than any human being,, if Ihe i& like* 
her mothen, 

Gertaihiy, counfeHor; if you; truft herj 
though upon my foul, 'tis no finall ri(k. ^ 

r was in terrible diftrefs, for a beautiful' 
lafsvto make love to, when juft in the God 
fpeed,. who fhould' come in, but Butler, 
and his pretty wife. He is obliged to at- 
tend the circuit,., and.flie^ impatient to be 
at Belle- Vue; I told her, I was as mad^ 
as a fimple, rattle brained old fellom could 
be,, and advifed her not to put herfelf under 
my prote^on;- ^ 

ludecd^ 



indeed^ Majors flie ihall. 

Well faid, Bu^en keep W AeJheJkalTy, 
and tbou art in luck,.. 

I breakfaft with them t€)^morrow, and 
then,, bey prefto, and away to Bfellc^Vue*. 
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$mtnU Koteprajito Lady Uarj Moncrajf*. 



XT is now, my (£&ar Mar}^ ten. months,^ 
fince the &(al feparation^ took place tb^t 
deprived: th^> fondeft hu&and the &)cereft 
ftiend,. of all that was, dea« to himjn wOf 
Rian; a^period of time more {>3mfullry te-^ 
dious tQ; your Moncrafs^ thaa even the 
^ua] niiinber of years which^ divided me 
&om my firft, laft and" only teve-; wh«:i.. 
dwelling among favages, my foul inclined 
|p bQings mare congenial with itfelf, and: 
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when in the whofe chriftian worH, whurfe 
in companion with the Ethiop, was all that 
was defirable ; my Mary Kuthveit^ filt 
dwelt on my imagination, loveliefl^ among, 
tile lovely* 

« .. 
Yet dear wife of my fond affeflion, 1 
blame not you, and believe exiftencier 
would now be dt burthen to rae, were I ncrt 
^ fufe that you would acquit me of every 
thought of inconftancy to the woman onr 
whom t dbat ; and of every intention txr 
offend your noble father, or injure xs^ 
lovely JuKa. — Alas ! my deareft life I the 
vices that dbonr that dear chiW to Bear the 
mark of heritable fhame, does not origi- 
nate with Moncrafs. N'o, Lord Ruth vent 
the misfortunes of your family ^ke riieir 
date from your tearing^ more than his Hfe^ 
from him^ her on* whom 'till death he wilP 
dbax;. 
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T have wrote to Mrs. Butfer to entreat 
fie will be with you when this packet af^ 
rives, and I beg my loved wife will recol- 
left that the man whofe vilhny has fo de^ 
plorably fnjuretl her is at his grand' acvountt 
that Moncrafs her real hufband yet lives to 
adore her, to proteft her child, and to drop 
die veiT of oblivion over every pamful re- 
membrance ; and if the Fove fhe once bore 
him, ' is no't totally eradicated, that thought 
will carry her with fortitude through the 
fad ftory of Agnes, once Moncrafs, ancf 
trembfe not Mary, dear creature remem- 
ber, that though I allowed, in the exceft 
of paflion, under the domirifoh of th^ 
baneful influence of jeatoufy, for all the 
weaknefe of a fond woman ; yet in a caufe 
where juftice,,^ and humanity are blended^; 
I expeft you will refiime your former per^-. 
feft felf, and foar above the narrow pre^ 
judices of weaker minds : in a word, that 
you will again be the daughter of the houfa 
©f Ruthven^ the wife of Moncrafs. 
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Thb Agnes Moncrafs then whom at mjr 
departure from the Birazib* I left a pro^ 
feffed nuDj and whom youha^ve often feeni 
|ie lament as loft^ not only to me but to God 
•*-wa& the woman whofe vifit to me ia 
^glanet ^^ the; cccafion of fo*many bit* 
^er hours to us both -^the young creature 
for whom my Mary believed I abaiidonetl 
A<r-*<-hei> daiugbte9> imd both paxeai an4 
child had a legal right to the name of * 
liut my trembling hand^ cannot write thc^ 
hatefnl charafters, which robs my wife of 
her matronly rights and ftigmatizes her 
only ehild^; indieed my love I cannot— I 
mud aftec once more entreating you to be 
yourfelf^ refer )«:ou to my poor fitter's. laft 

MDoNCRAtfS;^ 
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St. Clare to General Mmcrafi. 

inclofed in tht preceding. 

Abbeville 

X HE awful moment is approaching, it i* 
«.lready in view ; when your fitter will ap- 
pear, with all her fins on her head, before 
<he omnipotent creator of the world ; when 
Jier immortal foul, no longer i-ncumbered 
^ith this frail, this flow confuming body, 
will mount to the blcfled throne, where 
mercy is united with juftice; where the fad 
fecret which has long rankled in her per- 
turbed bofom will be laid barc;^ and where 
the irrevocable fentence of happinefs, or 
mifery, will be pronounced on the death- 
igfs part of your Agne& 
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This therefore, brother, is the folenm, 
period^pur unhappy fitter fixes on, to pen 
lier fad tale ^ even now, when the laft im- 
portant change, which proves in one filent 
moment, morelha« ages of eloquence, and 
philofophy, the futility, the nothingnefs of 
all human attainments^ is already at hand; 
'when you, my loved Reuben, and one 
more link of the heavy chain which once 
dragged my foul from heaven^ are only ia 
exiftence. 

The all-feeing eye, my brother is nori 
on me, it pierces the dark cell of unab- 
folved penitence; at the time you will read 
this letter, I Ihall behold my maker face to 
Face ; I pray I may be in mercy fprfed, 
that my painful exittence may be length- 
ened, 'till I have retraced the dreadful 

* 

Jlory of my woes, and of my offence's; thai 
Jo my fate, may afford a warning to atone 
in fome degree^ for the finfulnefs of an 

example^ 
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iicxaxnple, which has <li{honored my family; 
my friends, ajad my reljgioiu 

Unprejudiced by paQion, ainbiaffed 1^ 
imereft, under tliic immediate eye of God, 
and in momentary ex^£iation of the laft 
iummons to his judgment, ah ! my brother ! 
/ipcd } other vouchexs Jor my veracity;? 

* 

When warm in youthful ardour, glow- 
iag with courage, and fliining in wifdom; 
far above his years; I parted with the mod 
amiable of brothers ; he left me, happied 
among the happy^ and innocent, yet why 
iieed I fay that, is it in nature forthe^utY- 
ty to be happy? 

ViQoire St. Lawrens was a noviciate in 
-rile convent where I wasprofeffed; and fo 
cntii-e was our friendftiip, fee implored her 
lather the Marcjuis to fuffer her to take her 
vows at Lifbon, although his recal* to 
fxauce was hourly expefted; but even 
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^lial love gave place te the union of friend 
ihip and religion; fte, but^-ah ! brother'! 
need I fpeak of her virtae, her piety, or 
iier benevolence ; iiave *they not increafed 
with her years, and are they noi it thk 
^noment, bright prefages of eternal glory:? 

BelQved Su Lawren^-^thou conftam 
Triend to the unfortunate Agnes — thy tear« 
<e'er thou hvilt'&e ubis taift. addref^ from a 
ftdying penitent, 'will^ :hav^ iedewed the urn 
^f her, who ever dovcd the vrptuc fhe couli 
not emulafte ; .from the grave, .Viftoirei I 
call on jQice^ tiiy iacredword, the unm)- 
i)eached pledge of truth, mW confirm the 
ilory of my difafterous fate ^ for haft tbpu 
4iot been to me, the firmj'ock on which my 
ibulrefted? 

At :the THoment ^cn #e tmrsfortuneis of 
;©ar family^ fevared from Jine my unclte, 
«|nd my brbtber, my tears ilowed into the 
dioibn of ¥i£Uurc^ there I found conffola- 

-tion; 
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Vion ^ flie was equally the iriiniftring ahgei 
of comfort^ and of hope j my grief at part* 
in<y with the dear, and only relations hea-- 
ven had fpaf ed me ; was Toftened by her 
wifdom and tendernefs. 

1 was young and inexperienced in tho . 
ways of the great world, the little bne epi- 
tomized within tlie walls of our convdntj 
fliewed, it is true, the fame ihftances of fel- 
fi{hnef>, and narrow minds which diflio- 
nor the God to whom they were devoted. 

But how inadequate were thoJfe, to the^ 
number of the daughters of fanftity, and 
meekness ; and Viftoire was heirfelf an hoft 
to the credit of religioii — the 1>right rays o( 
her uhfpotted purity fhone on me, I fha-red 
in the encomiums beftowed on her i our 
frieiidQiip was as perfeft as our nature's 
were uncorrupt; we were uncoritaminated 
by bad example, and alike free from the 
turbulent paffion of pride> or the more de- 

Vol* in, I grading 
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grading one of envy, and our chearfulnefe 
was not tainted by unrepented fin. 

In this fweet intercourfe of friendfliip, 
.and the religious exercifcs of ouf con vent; 
s ah ! what a blefled retrofpeQ, it was then 
only your filler knew real peace. 

The confidence which the Marchionefs 
St. Lawrens placed in her Viftoire was un- 
dimited ; that amiable woman had formed 
-the mind of her daughter after her owh 
model, and knew the ftrength of her 
.principles. 

She furniflied her appartment with books^ 
felefted carefully for the embellifhment of 
her mind, without infpiring a defire of mix- 
ing in fociety ; I partook with Viftoire of 
the pleafure this maternal indulgence af-. 
forded. 



7l% 
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At our devotions^ one foul fecmed to 
animate us, and our fuperior, who was not 
temarkaWy lavifh of her commendations^ 
would often fay^ fuch pure offerings to 
God reflefted honor on her fifterhood. 

Thus my brother, froni feventeen to 
tiineteen, blamelefsly lived your Agnes $ 
at that period-— 

Oh God ! have the deluge of tears I 
liave fhed, the blood which ha« dropped 
from my heart, the for row, the diftraQion 
which has rentmy foul ; God of mercy ! has 
it not all expiated? oh ! before I go hence 
and am no more Ihall I not know it has ? 

An Englifti lady was placed by her bro^ 
ther as a boarder at our t:onvcnt> Mifs 
^ountague was handfome, lively and faf* 
cinating5 Ihe had a wildnefs in her 
manner which appeared to be tempered 
with innocence, and fweetnefs of difpofi- 

I t tiovv 
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t on- She diftinguifhed Vi6loire and her 
friend, and wc were equally pleafed with 
her; we were foon made the confidants 
of her fituation. 

Mn^ountague'and herfelf were nearly 
related to the Englifli conful to whom 
they were vifitors, when he difcovered that 
a favoured lover had followed his filler to 
Lifbon, whom neither he nor the conful 
approved ; (he was therefore fent to the 
convent, to be kept if pofTible, from hav- 
ing any connexion with the perfon they 
difliked. 

This procedure exceedingly exafp^rated 
Mifs Mountague, who reprefented her 
lover, in all the glowing colours of a firft 
and fond attachment; he was a man (he 
protefted of innate worth, and unimpeach*d 
honor ; that her brother's diflike to him 
arofe from mere family pique, that he af^ 
fumed a right he had not of fettering her 

inclinations. 
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inclinations, and that in fine, as foonf ay 
fhe was at age, (he would certainly give 
her hand, and fortune, to him who was al- 
ready in pbffefTion of her heart. 

Young women, even after they have ab- 
jured the world themfelves, feel an apti- 
tude to become interefted partizans in 
every tale of love committed to tlieir con^ 
fidence. 

ViQoire, and I were anxious for the 
fate of the perfecuted Mifs Mountague, and 
her charming lover, and notwithftanding 
the vigilance of the lady Abbe fs, who as 
Mifs Mountague was a catholic had hopes, 
which were probably encouraged by her 
brother, of prevailing on her to take the 
ireil, he found means to write to her, let- 
ters, and billets, which we read with eager 
curiofity ; they were pen'd with all the . 
ardour of juvenile attachment, happily 
Hended with a fine underftanding ; and- 
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jproved the talents of the writer to have 
been cultivated with no fxnaU pains. 

Viftoire^ whofe happy temperanaent of 
Hiind accorded with the vows Ihe was def- 
tined to take^^ confidered thofe letters as. 
glowing piftures of the human mindj, 
whofe fervor> being direfted to the crea^ 
ture inftead of the creator^ was difturbed 
by its own yioleace. 

She acknowledged the elegiuit ftyle of 
the writer, but her general comment wa& 
— what pity luch fine talents were not em- 
ployed in the fervice of the holy church ; 
if he were a prieft, could we fend him on 
a n>iffion, wiiat heart fo obdurate but muft 
be conquered by his eloquence ; what ig- 
norance fb ftubborn, but muft be fubdue^ 
by the vivacity of his ideas ; ah I . Moun^ 
tague, flie would add^^ you owe this man. 
,tq God.. 
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My mind, fated to error, was more warm 
in its approbation, on lefs laudable mo- 
tives ; I had hitherto no conception oi 
other fentiments, than what the devotions 
we regularly paid our Maker, my friend*, 
fhip for Viftoire, and the fraternal love 
for an abfent brother infpired ; but Mifs 
JMountague'scorrefpondence,herpaffionatc 
cxpreffions, and her animated defcription 
of her own feelings, though all ftriftly deli- 
tate, difcovered a new, and altogether 
pleafing union of foul, from which my vow 
excluded me. 

That vow, and all its concomitants, once^ ' 
fo defirable became lefs, and lefs pleafing ; 
the world, as the fair feducer painted it ; 
wfes too great a facrifice to be given up, 
-without fome experience, and great deli-. 
|)eratiofi«. 

The misfortunes of rny family, recurred ^ 
^ith aggT/ivated -forrow to my memory; 

1 4 S^. 
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ii had not only deprived me of parent*,, 
fortune^ and family honors ; but it had al- 
fo cut me off from all the focial bleffings 
of exiftence, arid immured me in the prime 
of my days, in tlie auftere gloom of a con- 
vent, when the delight I took in the dan- 
gerous conversation of the Englifh boarde^^ 
lionvinced me, that my fate and inclina- 
tions were far from ^^eing united. But a$ 
the wandei^ings of the heart were ever at- 
tended with a conviftion that it was nov 
tpo late tQ. rccal my vow, or change my 
fituation ; the new imprefEon which arofe 
from tlie imbecility and inexperience of «v 
young^mii]idj^ wore infenfibly away^ 

The corpefpondence of the lovers wa;^^ 
at length difcovered, and for foroe tini^ 
jyiifs Mour^ague was a. pi:ey to the mojQt. 
^pxious fufpenfe* 



•^ 



\ One day fhe was told a lady from thc^ 
^ojiful waited tp fp^ak. to her ^t the grate;^; 
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r^^hat nevr expedient? cried flie^-aslhefuli- 
krily obeyed the fummons — Ihe ftaid a 
long while ; and at her return, her coun- 
tenance flulhed, and aniiTiated, anticipated 
the confidence {he was difpofed to place 
in us — fce owned fhe had -heard from her 
lover, whofe paffion enabled him to fur- 
mount every obftacle ; the fame lady, fhe 
faidj promifed to vifit the convent next 
day, and would be accompanied by a^ 
Scotch friend, extremely defirous of pay- 
ing herrefpefls to me. 

It is not mere fancy, my dear brother, * 
w»hich through life impreffes the mind with>^ 
an afFeftionate, a fympathetic regard for 
our native country : No, it is a combina- 
tion' of the moft pleafing ideas, which calls 
the memory back through the fubtle maze 
of pafling events, to the place from whence 
•we derive, our exiftence ; and there fixes^ 
it, with a partial and melting fenfibility^ 
on fcenes of juvenile pjeafurej . the eu- 

I 5 , d^?k\vw^. 
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dearing fafcips^ion unites perfoit to place ; 
and thus^ while we remember the regretted 
and never to be recalled fcenes of oilr 
youth, when bo»ne by deftiny to a dif- 
ferent part of the globe ; the involuntary 
joy we feel on meeting thofe, whofe iiTft 
breath were drawn with ours, is an obla* 
tion every congenial mind will ofFen to its 
native country. 

Scotland was a paradife to which I muft 
never return, but it was neverthelefs the 
Eden of my imagination. 

Our noble caftle, graced with an owner 
whofe open heart, and giving hand, ren- 
dered it the afylum of diftrefs; and the dig- 
nity, the virtue of our parents^ yet lived 
in my memory. 

What were the luxuriant vineyards, the fer- 

» 

tile earth, which from its heated bowels fent 
ibrth the choiceft fruits, and moft efteemed 
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\^mds ? what in domparifon were they to * 
the ferene highland brow, where once our 
lofty turrets overlooked the large domain, 
and numerous vaffalage, of the houfe of 
Moixcrafs ? to the white flocks which fed > 
in'peaceful luxury on the mountain tops, 
the cattle which graced the valley fides, 
the native found of our old minftrels bag- 
pipe, and the rude dance in our large ' 
hall, where at fun-fet, the young men and ^ 
maidens met to folace in honeft riiirth, af- 
ter the labour* of the day ? a thankful fa- 
crifice no lefs acceptable to the prince of 
peace, than holy prayers^ from the deep > 
monaftic cell. 

Ah ! Moncrafs ! even now, while the 
dim glimmering of the confuming taper^ 
remind me how faft the long night ap- 
proaches; £ven noWi when in humble 
hope of the eternal day, which I truft will 
break on my foul, ft ill to thee dear native 

1 6 Scotland 



i.8o A C N E S- 

Scotland do I turn ; and sts my fir ft breatii,, 
fo will Hiy laft be thine. 

Forgive me, brother^ I wander, alas-! 
no wonder; my fenfes fink at the recoi- 
leftion; 

Oh! ScotlandTdear country! that faw my 
noble father ! the ftither alfo of his clan^f' 
the friend of n>ankind1 him, and his man^ 
ly fons, fit forms for heroes ! and fit miixdfe 
for faints ! with all their faithful followers 
laid low: my mother too, my graceful 
matronly elfegant mother ! with her young 
• Duncan, her laft born, blooming cherub, 
brother! brother t zue were abfent, we can 
only conceive, the agonies of her foul, 
when abandoning herfelf to defpair, lh« 
fled from her caftlfe:— ah ! could' not her 
birth, -her innate dignity ?' could not the 
innocence of the blue-eyed Dtincan fave 
ihem? 

QUI 
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Cfht Scotland ! Scotland ! how haft, 
thou encroached o«i the few hours of liTc, 
left the miferable daughter of a ruined 
family^— thy name was a paflTport to* my 
unaHenable heart i that Mifs Mountagike 
well knew. 

Ah ! faid I, Vrftoirci this ftranger;: 
perhaps flie was known to my father, my 
mother, my brothers, fallen is the boaft of 
Scotland,, alas ! th^ are no more. 

Eiagerly did I wait her arrival. 

Mifs Mountague was nnufually folicit. 
eus about the decoration of herperfon; 
and when I faw her charmingly attired for 
the interview, I for the fir ft time regret- 
ted, that my order would not fufFer me to 
add the (ame ornamental additions to my 
perfon, which I limply fancied were all 
that were wanting, to tender me equ?Jly 
lovely with her. 



i 
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The important bell at length rang, the 
vifitors were announced. 

I ran to apprife Viftoire, to my extreme 
'vexation the Marchionefs was in the gar- 
den with her, I was therefore. obliged to 
accompany the EngliCh boarder alone ; I 
regretted the ab fence of my friend, as if 
from a prefage of the events which were to- 
take their date, from this fatal vifitj 
and expreffed a repugnance at going to 
the grate, without her, which Mifs Moun- 
tague found it no eafy matter, to fubdue j 
at length, partly prevailed on by her en- 
treaties, and partly laughed out of the 
childilh fubjeftion, as ftie gaily teftned my 
attachment to Viftoire, I accompanied her 
to the grate. 



Two tall elegant figures were waitings 
they accofted us very politely in the Eiig- 
iiih tongue^ Mifs Mauntague prefented me 
as Lady Agnes Moncrafs,,her frie»d^ were 

full 
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full of acknowledgirients for the 4)onor 1 
conferred on them> one of them, her I 
thought my countrywoman, particularly* 
The wild girl, infilled on removing my 
veil, merely to fatisfy them, I had the 
call of my family, and was not an ugly 

Portuguefe. 

• 

There was a fprightly kind of refolution 
in this young woman, which was feldom 
overcome ; yet her perfeverence had no- 
thing difgufting in it, with Viftoire and 
me, fhe alwayscarried any point fhe chofe; 
fhe detefted the holy order, among whom 
her brother had placed her; nuns^ not indi- 
vidually, but as a body, were her averfion ; 
and notwithftanding all our affeveration^ 
that the habit was our choice, ftie gave 
Viftoire and myfelf, the appellation of 
beautiful martyrs^ 

Well, brother! you conceive the fource 

of my ruin; you behold me ia vioktionof 

our 
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cMir rufe% utiveHed; nothing of flattfery 
was omitted to reconcile me to myfelf oe 
the occafion> and the gratitude of the two 
ftrangers for fuch an unufual f^vor^^was- 
unbounded.. 

Ah! faid the one, who had, not before 
vifited Mifs Mountague, is it poflible fo 
young, fo enchantingly lovely, . you-can re- 
folve to bury fuch beauty, fuch elegance 
inacloyfter? yet, added the infinuater,. 
that refohition, though injurious to your* 
felf, may, in the general be of advantage 
to fociety ; fince wherever you are feei^. 
the in^preflions made by that face^ will be 
uidelible* . 

The tender tone ih'wtiicl> this fpeeck^ 
was delivered, and the figh which followed 
it, rather furprifed, but did not alarm mei 

Mifs Mountague prefently removed to^ 
the farther end of the gyate,.and the con*' 
verfatioa 
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verfatian flie was holding was finking into 
a low whifper^ which fhe appeared not to 
wifli fhould be interrupted ;^ and as. I could 
readily conjefture the fubje^l on which 
flie was fo wholly engroffed^ I could not 
but enter, oa fonnte kind of chat with the 
other vifitor ; yet when flie praifed tlie 
beauty of nvy perfon, and regretted my 
Yow^ I thaflkedher^ but bad: the prudence 
to change the fubjeQ^ 

We infenfibly fpoke of n>ufrc^ that flie 
found was the next enchanting thing about 
me, I was indeed a Moncrafsy toy mother 
was allowied to be a perfe£l h^rmonift^^ my 
tears fl;artedj, fo you know hrother flie was«^ 

\ ... 

My part in the amhem we chaunted at^ 
ma(s the Sunday before^ was I found fa,- 
miliar to this perfon^ who remarked on my 
beautiful tenor notes, and declared^ that 
while my voice was diftingnifeed,, the 
i^mrch \i^, the hQavea. of heavens. 
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A meffage from the Marchionefs St* 
Lawrens, called me unwillingly from the 
grate, which I left, I confeffed with re- 
luftance ; Mifs Mountague was quite out 
of humour, and I obferved, a faddening. 
cloud gathering in the eyes of my new 
friend, which cgmmunicated to my own. 

I attended the Marchionefs, but was 
reftlefs, abCent, and inattentive ; I fancied 
myfelf indifpofed; even the company of my 
beloved ViQoire, grew irkfome, I retired 
oh pretence of a violent head-ach to my 
cell : even there, the voice, look, and en- 
gaging manner of the ftranger purfued.me. 

The fenfations, excited by the too plea- 
fingrecolleaion,ofall that had pafled during 
Hiy ftay at the grate, were altogether new, 
and delightful ; there needed not the at-^ 
traftion of country to tempt me, to a fe- 
cond meeting with the charming ftranger ; 
I even d:efired it^ moft ardently defired it; 

and 
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and was unreafonably difpleafed with Mif* 
Mountague, at our next interview, be- 
caufe fhe gave no hint that her friends . 
wifhed to repeat their vifit. 

The next day high mafs was performed^ 
for the foul of one of the heads of a neigh- 
bouring convent ; ah ! thought I, if my 
friend received fuch pleafure from the 
found of my voice, fhall. I. not gratify fa 
obliging a creature, by my beft exertions? 
doubtlefsj^ if I was tolerable hejort^ I IhalV 
be more fo now^ 

If ever my vK)ice merited the encomiums 
beftowed on it — it was then ; the wholje 
choir complimented me^ do you not fhud- 
der at my wickednefs ? yes,, my foul was 
raifed to a rapturous pitch of harmony ; the 
fillers reverenced the fervency of my de- 
votion, and the bifhop who performed the 
fervice, told our fuperior, that my voice 
infpired devotion in thq moil carelefsj it 
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is faid the good prelate truly ferapbic; ami 
I obferved that in the body of the church, 
the voice of Agnes, wrought more on my 
flock than my (ermon : bluflxes crimfoned 
my guilty cheeks, at the commendations,, 
vhich had the real fource of my zeal been 
known, would have been changed to re- 
proof; I congratulated myfelf it was not;, 
ah ! brother, in that hour of fin^ I forgot 
the alUfearching eye of heaven is every-, 
where. 

ViSoire queftioned me rcfpefling the 
ftrangers^ I told her they were agreeable^ 
but forbore to* adc^ that they were en- 
chanting^ 

The next day, Mifs Mountague* afked 
me to walk in the garden, Vifloire as ufual 
accompanied us ; I r^ad in the eyes of the 
Englifli boarder, her vexation, and un- 
gfatefully participated her fehtiments. 
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1 liad no doubt of the fincerity of Vic- 
loire's attachment to me, nor did I ever put 
Mer friendfhip in competition with that of 
the Englifh boarder; neither had I yeufelt 
the reproaches of my own confcience: but 
I was blind to tlie danger, and fcnfible only 
to the pieafure of feeing, and converfing, 
with an amiable perfon, whofe attention I 
did not with to fhare, even with Viftoire ; 
there was however no avoiding her com- 
pany, (he hung in her ufual familiar man- 
ner on my arm, eftimating the integrity of 
my heart, exaflly by her own ; and con- 
fcious of no concealments herfelf, fuf- 
pe£led none in me ; we continued toge- 
ther *till the bell rang,-^ and as we returned 
without feparating, our boarder had no 
opportunity of fpeaking to me alone, as 
I faw Viftoire was a reftraint on her. 

Juft after vefpers, Mifs Mountague was 
fummdned to the grate, and to my extreme 
mortifipatiori received her friends alone. 

My 
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My chagrin at this trifling incident, is 
inconceivable ; I had begun a work baf- 
ket, which I meant to prefent to my agree* 
able countrywoman— but my fenfes were 
lb entirely deranged by this illufory flighty 
that unknowing what I did, I was begin- 
ning to take it to pieces. 

Viftoire fnatched it from me, what aw 
you thinking of Agnes? faidflie, inamaze^ 
ttient you have begun the prettieft piece 
of work in the world, and are going to de^ 
ftroy it, before it is finifheds why would 
you remove the flowers ? 

I had again recourfe to my head-aech 

• 

^nd walked into the garden, leaving bet 
4o arrange the ornament on the baflcet. 

The moment I was alone, I burft into 
tears> and in that fituation was (5vertaken 
hy Mifs Mountague; fancying myfelf 

flighted 
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'flighted by her, I endeavoured to conceal 
my vexation. 

You are always, faid flie, fo cemented 
to the fide of Viftoire, there is no fpeak- 
ing to you, poor Mrs. Douglas^ added fhe> 
in a fretful tone, Avas really grieved at not 
feeing you ; there is no exprefling the 
tfriendfhip. fhe has conceived for you, read> 
extending towards me a rich pocket-book^ 
how tenderly (he laments your abfence. 

I have before faid, my dear brother, I 
*had not the remoteft fufpicion of any in- 
trigue, or intended impofition in thofe 
:j)eople, yet I involuntarily ftarted back. 

Nay, faid fhe, putring the book coldly 
in her pocket, if it be fo, if you will not 
Tuffer any one to love you but filler Vic- 
toiret I fball inform Mrs. Douglas. 

<>uelt 



VQ^ AGNES. 

Crtid, I anfwered, I cftecm Mrs. Doug* 
las above, I had almoft faid, above all 
women ; but that would be an injury to 
Vifloire. 

To fay nothing of me, interrupted fhe, 
archly. 

Well, faid I> I arh too ingeniious to talk 
To you, but Mrs. Douglas is th^ moft plea^ 
ling perfon I have feen ; and to own the* 
truth, I was not pleafed you did not invite 
me to the grate to day when I knew (he 
was there. 

How could I., faid flie, eagerly, without 
Yi6oire ? 

I ftarted, I had, it is true^ foijie fears 
ih^t ViQoire would fo far eclipfe my 
poor charms, both of perfon, and mind, 
as to attraO: the regard, I defired to en- 
grofs to myfelf— but I did nol compre* 
hend how the fame motive (hould operate 
on Mifs Mountague, and I had yet g^ne- 
rofity enough to be offended, at the itn- 
plied indignity^ offered my friend. 

It 
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It is paying no complimerit'to the pene*. 
tration of your friends, Mifs Molintague, 
replied I, gravely, lo fuppofe they would 
not be pleafed with fo engaging a creature 
as ViQoire ; if Mrs. Douglas is really as 
good, andfen(fble as Ihe appears, itisorily 
neceffaty Viftoire ■fliouid be prefented 'to 
her; love, and efteem will certainly follow 
—but how is It, my clear, you lislve taken 
a^'diflike to a woman, who4s a pattern of 
.piety, polilenefs, and good-humour-? 

Me ! cYied Mifs MOunt'ague, I jJroteft 1 
have taken no diflike to her ; I only think 
ter a great deal too good, to be entrufted 
with all my mad fecretis: 4)ut cbme, Agnes, 
we talk at rather than ^aeach other ; wiM 
you read what poor Douglas has written in 
the pocket-book? or ftiall I feal it up, and 
invite Vi6l©ire<o our nt^xt conference? 

Doomed^ to inevitable deftruftion, I 
not only opened the .pocket^-boak, but by 
confentjng to accompany h^t Vo tJcv^ 'jjj'ax^ 

Vol. 111. K ^ivCw^^^^ 
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without Vifloire, I deprived myfetf of the 
benefit of her wife obfervations, and the 
guard her prudence^ would haveplaced over 

my folly. 

On opening the book, I found a few 
lines written, which I here copy for your 
perufal ; you will fee my'deareft Moncrafs, 
fome of the arts made ufe of to deftroy 
your fitter, ah, me! how painful is recoU 
leflion. 

Written in the pocket-book. 

There was a time charming lady Agnes, 
when I believed it impoflible I could en- 
ter the walls of a convent with pleafure ; 
but you my fweet unfortunate Scot are 
the unconfcious magnet of my attra6tion ; 
where you are is to Douglas an elyfium ; 
how my heart throbbed when the bell fum- 
moned our friend to the grate this morn- 
ing; and how, ceafing to refpire, I felt the 

difappointment. 
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dirappointmcnt^ thou dear infenfible^ canft 
not conceive : will you not, once more, 
cbndefcend to fee the fondeft, warmeft 
of friends ? fhall I never more, except 
it be at her devotion hear the voice of my 
emiable countrywoman ? is Lady Agnes 
, Moncrafs infenfiblc ? can fee be un- 
grateful ? 

1 will fuppofe you have read the billet? 
you fee, brother, artful as was the ftyle, 
liad I not been fo very an innocent, k 
would have alarmed me. 

The next day our vilitors were an- 
tioiinced/ ah! madam, faid Mrs. Douglas, 
is this real, or is it an illufion of my fenfes? 
do I again behold you ? are my fond eyes 
once more bleft with the fight of that hea^ 
venly face ? then kiffing her hand, (he ex- 
iended it with an air of frank invitation to 
the grate. 
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I was weak enough to return the com- 
|)liment, and my fingers were preffed by a 
iiand which (hook fo violently I was quite 
terrified • but what Tjecamc of me when, 
on looking earneftly through . the black 
gauze veil, which but half expofed the face 
of the pretended Mrs. Douglas, I faw her 
drop on her knees, and in a faultering 
trembling accent, declare the impoffibility 
of longer impofing on me: charming 
Agnes continued the impoftor, do not de- 
ftroy me with thy frowns ; behold at thy 
feet the moft miferable of wretches ; no 
woman, but a lover, a fond, defpairing 
lover; one who knows not hope, ^ho is 
loft to all the jdys of life, but who, if thou 
art inexorable to his prayers, who, if thou 
wilt not pardon, alas ! thou canft not re- 
ward, will fhew thee he at leaft can die — 
die, Reuben! how glibly do the vain 
talkers fpeak of death. 



A 6 N E ». 



jgy 



I can give you no defcription of my 
fright, and confternation ; I fuppofe I need 
not now fay^ the other was alfo a coanter- 
feit lady. 

Mr. MaFfiiall the lover of Mifs Maun-- 
* tague, fertile in contrivance had laid the 
icheme ; and forefeeing that if his vifits to 
the convent were often repeated, a nua 
would be appointed to attend them, he 
engaged his friend in order to entertain- 
the expefted fpy, to accompany him; the 
difcovery of their fex was premature, it 
was not intended to take place till after 
flie left the convent. 

Mr. Marfhall fwore he was undone — 
Mifs Mountague declared (he was ruined, 
Douglas was yet kneeling hardly prefum- 
ing to look up, but ftill earneftly implor- 
ing companion and forgivenefs — while L 
ftood aghaft, viewing each by turns as 
they^ fpoke, with vifible marks of horror,. 

K 5 ^.^^ 
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and amazement ; unable to form for fome 
minutes any kind of judgment^ of the 
meaning, or intention of either party. 

Prefently, however, that is to fay,^ as 
foon as my fcattered ideas began to be col- 
Jefted; the whole tranfaftion, with, the 
fenfe of my own imprudent conduft, ruflied 
at once on my mind ; and I felt fuch feal 
compunflion for my part in it, that over- 
whelmed with fhame^ and terror, I fliould 
certainly have fainted, had not Mifs Moun- 
tague prudently difmiffed the gentlemen, 
and led me to her room — this prefence of 
mind prevented her fecret from being dif- 
covered, foe Viftoire was juft gone to my 
cell, and had I feen her, while I was fa 
dreadfully agitated, I fhould moll certainly 
have told her all : oh ! would to God I 
had — what guilt and mifery had I notthca 
efcaped 

Mifs 
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Mi{s Mountague threw herfelf at my 
feet, (he implored my pity ; if Mr. Mar- 
fhall's vifits at the grate were now ditco- 
vered, her brother would remove her to 
fome more ft rift convent— and perhaps^ 
for what would not refentment aided by 
money effeft, fliut her up for life; fhe 
fhould be miferable — deprived of the man 
flie loved— what was life to her, but a 
prolongation of wretchednefs ? — anf^^^er,. 
added ifhe, Agnes, to the God you ferve, 
for the fin my defperation may plunge me"^ 
into— on the contrary, if you kindly con- 
fent to keep my fecret, one month— one 
little month — puts me in poffeffion of my 
fortune, and renders me miftrefs of my 
aftions ; the conful is too well acquainted 
with the laws of our country, to lend his 
fanftioh to my confinement here, after that 
period — dear Agnes! you have my life in 
your hands — for pity's fake^ then — 

K 4 Th«» 
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Thus perfuaded, blandifhed, and thFea- 
tened ; I at laft promifed not to reveal 
•what had happened — no> not ta^Viftoire ; 
on condition that the pretended, Mrs* 
Douglas was not again admitted. 

Oh I my. brother — i£ there is. a female 
whofe honor^ and whofe peace is dear to 
you ;. pteferve, carefully guard her from 
the unapprehended^ and therefore more ta 
be feared danger of corruption from heE 
own. fex ; -without the aid of vicious or 
inconfidcrate womaiv the arts of man 
would be eflkyed in vaia i oh ! that my 
experience had not rendered me thus wife ; 
trace the; origin of female Euin> to. its firft 
fource, in all fituations and degrees of life» 
and you will in general find it,, 'm die art 
or foll)^ of their own fex., 

Had I {topped hcre^ had I,, though ii3^ 
the participation of the guilty fecret, with* 
dEawn rnvfelf from her further concerns. I 
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might have faved my foul from aftual fin ; 
for let me confefs with blufhes, that eveiv 
now, crimfon o'er my pallid cheek, the 
impreffion made on my heart, ^ by the im- 
potter, was indelible as fudden; and con- 
fidering his difguife, unaccountable; but 
to thofe, who knew the fpecious diffembler, 
it will not appear ftrange, that he whofe 
fine perfon, and finer fenfe, had always 
been employed in the art of fedu£lion,> 
ftiould win the heart of an innocent like- 
y our pooi'Jiier; his manners fo- delicate,,, 
fo infinuating, his voice, oh ! let me fly the 
recoUeflion, leflr even- now, my fuul rebel 
againft the "mercy of ray God — he was^ 
formed for my undoing, his looks, tender,- 
expreffive,.and refpe£lful ;. ftole into my 
heart, that heart where deceit, and dif- 
guife were equal ftrangers ; for never till 
his fatal image took ppffeffion there, did it 
harbour one thought which ought to Ije 
concealed. 

K 5 ^n:^%- 
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Mifs Mountague^ cheaFfully compliecf 
with my condition; fhe was. the next morn- 
ing fummcmed to the grate, and I faw her 
return with fwoUen eyes, and dejefled 
mein ; (he looked at me i» mournful fi- 
fence, as fee paffed me in the garden— 
kut though I was^alone did not %eak. 

Fool, that I was I I feared fome terrible 
event, the conftraint I impofed on myfel^ 
in not accompanying her tO' the grate, had 
coft me very dear,^ I was on the rack ta 
know all that paffed. - 

I had indeed refolvecf never to fee the 
' fiftitious Mrs. Douglas more : that was a 
facrifice the duties of religion, and the 
laws of prudence demanded ; but did their 
feverity extend ta the pr(Aibition of hear-- 
ing of a perfon,. wha was in my fond opi- 
nion one of the firft beings in the creation ? 
it was my misfortune to have known the 
charmipg man, but was not that misfortune 

t^d^grocal? 
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reciprocal? he had not injured me, and it 
was not poffible knowing the religious or- 
• der to which I belonged, he could harbour 
any intentions inimical, cither to my peace, 
or the vow I had taken ; why then, fecure 
in my faith, and confcious of the rectitude 
of my heart; fhould I deprivemyfelf of the 
pleafure it gave me, to fpeak of an ami- 
able man, for whom I might preferve an 
holy friendfliip,. without injury to honor,. 
or religion ?. 

Thefe were the weak, the fallacious ar-- 
guments that occured to me, as I took the* 
circle qf our channing garden : fatal fo- 
phiftry! oh!, never let woman truft to* 
the falfe reafoning of a heart, where paf- 
fion has once entered ; true reafon has no- 
refidence with love; in the tumult of a 
fond attachment her voice is not heard, 
her influence is totally loft, and (he is by 
degrees wholly expelled: yet ingenuous to 
deceive itfelf, how many plaufible excufes 

K6 ^^ 
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will the miftd Bot admits and Mattering its 

own weaknefs^ mifcaLthe suifious folly b^ 

« 

the name of reafon* Btu reafon^. though 
file appears quietly to retire, andpatiently 
to fee her throne ufurped: — ^when feU de-« 
ftruftionr has ravaged the devoted vidim^ 
returny in triumph, and fuppofted by con,* 
fcience, fkips the veil that obfcuxed her 
enemies, and fpeaks in thunder to the fad 
defpairing^ foul— oh ! brother, thus, did i 
deal with my better fenfc. and thtts am Z 
nepaidi 

I again met Mifs-Miountaguej, wkoagsuii; 
^fled me in filence^ 

Na longer able to conceal' my anxie^^ 
or reprefs my curiofity, when we mel 
again, I hefitatingly accofted her i hoped 
naill news occafioned^ the-fadnefsof hei 
looks, Bind aibamed of my owniblly, fought 
to hid^e the confufion^ in my countenance^ 

by 
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by affe6ling to gather fome flowers^ while 
I aflced,. if htrfrunds were welh 

She anfwered not, but dropped a billetj 
at my feet^ and haftily quitted the parteire^ 

Unhappily, our fuperior was that inftant 
eoming down the walk, accompanied b\r 
Viftoipe, and her mother ; the Marchi^ 
©nefsj and her fon's bridcj Madame St^ 
Lawrens, were come to vHit my friend^ 
and hearing I was in the garden,, were 
fcekin^ me^ 

What in this ill-fajcd moment could t 
do? the billet lay at my feet; confcience 
bid me avoid the temptation, wretckthat 
I was.! I reje&ed. its. admonition.. 

If I te^ve ity thought I j the lady Abbe& 
wilt certainly fee. it; the contents perhaps 
will feadt to. explanations that may ruin* 
poor Mountague^ and raife fufpkions of 
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me, that would render my future life un- 
eafy ; they might even affeft the innocent 
Viftoire. 

Our fuperior was a woman of high birth^ 
and haughty fpirit, auftere in her manner, 
fevere in her principles, and ftrift in her 
devotion : (he was, i\everthelefs, extremely 
open to fufpicion, fhe viewed the actions, 
and penetrated the defigns of her firft fa- 
vorites, with a miftruftful, and cautious 
obfervance, and being in her own con- 
duft, an example of rigid propriety, cen- 
fured without mercy, every error fhe de- 
tefted in her little community; ftic ftill 
drew nearer to the place w^ere I yet 
ftood, the guilty billet before me; in an 
evil moment I took it up,, alas! to avoid • 
a temporary mortification, I embraced 
eternal ruin^ 
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How ftiall I fupport my trembling limbs 
f^om the convent, Ihould not the objefl of 
pay adoration deign to hear me ? But let 
me not think it,, what thou foft apprehen- 
five charmer, canft thou fear? art thou not 
guarded, fecure, beyond the reach of vio*- 
lencte ? art thou not inacceflible even to 
hope ? oh ! let thy religion, fweet devotee, 
teach thee mercy ; my eternal welfare is 
in thy keeping ; wilt thou not fave an im- 
mortal foul? let me not depart unbleft with 
thy fight, to look on thee, to hear thee, is 
all I can afk, or thou beftow ; I kneel ta 
thy compaffion, once, once more,, hea-^ 
venly nun, once more blefe thy Douglas, 

You have read the incoherent fcrawL 
How Moncrafs, now that I fee the poor 
contrivance which undid me, dare I hope 
you will forgive me,, for what followed f 
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The next day Mifs Mountague grown 
bold by (uecefs, left a fecond biHet in my 
cell, even at the foot of the crucifix ; and 
on the fucceeding one, a thirds inore^eifr' 
Iravagant than either. 

I forbear to^ intuit your good' under-* 
(landing^ and folid judgment, witb their 
contents; yet, fuch as they were, tliey 
compleated my deftru6lion: long did L 
dwell in rapture on every line, and impli* 
citly believe the falfe vows they contained^ 
but it is alfo long fince they have arofe irt 
lerrible array to punifli, and to condemn- 
me ; year^ of penitence have not oblite*^ 
rated the finful folly from my memory— 
Nol it rifes with agonifing minutenefs, and 
now fills that fpace with terror and regret, 
which then glowed wirfi tranffort^ I ficken 
at the recolleftion and tremble to think^ 
^ by what progreffiv^ villany, that man he- 
came the obje£l,Qf my adoration. 

Let: 
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Let me not d^ell on tbe hateful partk 
€ulars ; you perceive my fate, 1 confented 
to another interview; one only was afked^ 
bu^ another, and another fiicceeded. What 
was there in tendernefs, in eloquence, in 
art that was not effayed for my ruin ? How 
often was the facred Creator of the world, in- 
voJced to witnefs die blackeft perjury? W hat 
tears were not fhed? What anguilh feigned?, 
alasf alasl how couJd I, young, unhack- 
neyed in deceit,, and naturally open in my, 
temper, how could I dread danger from 
vices,, which I did not believe exiftedji 
among the venial fins, of a degenerate^ 
world ? Like the innocent lamb^ who meets 
the murderous knife with its offered throaty 
and feariefs of the mortal ftab> only bleats 
from the anguifli of the death wound, I 
fondly believed all my deftroyer's vows, 
Ihared his regret at my fituation, and 
mourned in real agony the irrevocable 
vow I had taken; not merely becaufe it 
Kifais an eternal barrier betwixt me, and thct 

m3Jk 
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man I adored; but becaufe it inflifted mi-, 
fery on him. 

We continued to meet at the grate with- 
out fufpicion, Mifs Mountague was a per- 
feft Argus, but Viftoire, was too wife, 
and too virtuous to be trufted with a fecret 
on which my falvation was ftaked. 

What have I done to you Agnes ? flic 
would fay, how have I loft your friend- 

4 

fhip ? you avoid me, yes, Agnes, yoa fly 
my fociety, you no longer accompany mc 
to the altar of God, even the path to hea- 
ven becomes lefs defirable to Agnes be- 
caufe her Viftoire would tread it with her^ 
how am /, or how are you changed ? my 
lifter, my friend, it is not only Viftoire 
you difcard, what is become of that chear- 
ful ferenity, which ufed to gild your tran- 
quil days and gave the peace of righteouf- 
tiefs to your nights? Oii ! Agnes, you 
have expelled from your heart, friendftiip, 

and 
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and content ; what are the guefts you have 
admitted in their place ? your new favorite, 
the Englifh boarder, has perhaps been giv- 
ing you flcetches of the world, drawn by 
her lively pencil, and you regret you are 
not an inhabitant of the place Ihe paints in 
fuch glowing colours; be not deceived, 
my friend, fhe is herfelf yet ignorant of 
the many ftorms fhe muft encounter ; here 
filler Agnes our taflc is eafy, our exiftence 
delightful; we live to the glory of the king 
of kings- — we are happy here, we fhall be 
bleffed hereafter: how extatic the hea- 
venly enjoyments we are promifed, on 
earth we are free from care, and we Ihall 
be received in heaven as the handmaids of 
our Redeemer ; this Agnes is the reward of 
our pure, our inofFenfive lives, return, 
dear fitter, to Viftoire — to God. 



y 



Alas ! Vi6loire ! what painful fenfations 
did thy gentle pleadings create ; how often 
did I throw myfelf on tny bofom, that faith- 
ful 
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fill feat of holy love,, how often has it beea 
wet with my tears— but I was loft, paft re* 
demption loft ; and inftant death,^^ for ihea 
the voice of confcience was not heard,, 
would have been lefs terrible to me, thaa 
the deprivation of his fight,, on whom my 
foul hung — and in whom L implicitly 
confided,. 

The account he gave of bimfelf, which 
was alfo corroborated by Mr. Marlhall,. 
was ; that he was a younger branch of the 
houfe of Douglas, that his father's attach- 
ment to the Stuarts had , involved his fa- 
mily in the general calamity, which had 
exterminated mine ; hi& income was a fmall 
penfion, which however would,, if fhared 
with me, be luxury^ oh ! could he find 
means to take me from the hatied convents 

You tremble, you feel a momentary 
horror at the apoftacy of your fifter, you 
ase filled: with terror for her loft foul : ah I 

brother I 
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brotTier ! all was indeed loft ; 1 was eager- 
ly bent on my ^wn deftruftion, the con- 
vent was become hateful to me, it was the 
fepulchre of my lover's hope ; the holy 
fijfterhood, what was their piety to me ? 
were they adored by a Douglas, did they 
love like mCj would they not, like me lan- 
gHifli for freedom ? like me deteft the re- 
turning light which flione on my captivity ? 
would they not pine in joylefs bondage, 
and wafte the fad hours in vain wifhes to 

• 

cfcape to the arms of fo amiable a lover ? 

Mifs Mountague judged -rightly of the 
difpofition of her friends; fhe was now 
within a few days of being at age • her 
brother, too much enraged hitherto to fee 
her, now defired to talk to her in the pre- 
fence of out fuperior: it fliould be, he 
engaged the laft effort he would make to 
fave her from marrying a profeffed liber- 
tine ; he defired the two young nuns, her 
friends^ might alfo be prefent i he hoped 

from 
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From their known good fenfe, he ffiould in 
them find advocates to fupport his argu- 
ments. 

Our fuperior, whofe underftanding was, 
at leaft, in high eftimation with herfelf, was 
always gratified, when appealed to, in mat- 
ters where her judgment was the ultim^e 
decifion ; and though in the cafe of Mifs 
Mountague, that was not premifed, yet (he 
flattered herfelf, {he fliould either perfuade 
the youi\g lady, to yield to the iremon-. 
ftrances of her brother, or convince him, 
his oppofition to bis filler's inclination, was 
unreafonable ; not a little pleafed indeed 
was tne good lady, at the compliment 
Captain Mountague paid her judgment. 

Norv^ faid my lover, if ever you efcape 
this dreadful place, Agnes, it mull be qh 
the day this conference is held. 
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I believed it impoffibl^, but added my 
^vifti to his, that it were no t» 

On my knees, Agnes, cried he, in the ' 
utmoft agitation, let me prevail on you, 
to be guided by your Douglas ; be confi- 
dent, and nothing can prevent our fuccefs; 

^ifs Mountague you well know, will not 
facrifice her love for Marfhall to her bro- 
ther's whim ; the confequence will be, his 
declining any further intercourfe with her; 
fhe will then be releafed from her confine- 
inent, and received to the proteftion of 
her relation the confuls lady : when fhe is 

« gone, think, Agnes, how fhall we ever 
meet more, and can you forever give up 
the man, who lives but in you ? for me,^ I 
fwear by the Almighty God, the moment 
you are Ihut from my fight, fhall be my 
laft, here if you refufe to join your endea-* 
vours with mine, to efcape from this worfe 
than prifon, my lifelefs body fhall greet 
your eyes— your cruel . eyes— therefore 

weep 
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weep not, but refolve — now, this very now 
is the crifis of our fate, you either givt 
yourfelf to Douglas, you confent to fly 
mih him, you live in the tore of his heart, 
in the bofom of his love, or you fentence 
him to die, by his own defpairing hand. 

The trembling eagernefs of him, vh§ 
too well knew, how ineftimable to me, was 
the life he threatened to end; the big drops 
of fweat which ftood on his bent brow, his 
eyes raifed to heaven, vrhile he made the 
horrid vow of fuicide, all combined to 
terify, and perfuade ; almoll infen&ble 
with fear, I promifed that nothing but 
death fhould pr-event my folIovN^ing his 
kiflruQions^ 

Our faperior had aEn apartment within 
her parlour, (he called her auditoiy ; thi*- 
ther fhe ufually fummoned the old nuns on 
any public occafion, and there alfp (he en- 
tertained our bi(hop, and made her own 

confe(&ons ; 
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"Confeffions ; it xvas furniflied with books^ 
&c. in a fuperior ftyle to the parlour, and 
ftie refolved to hear Captain Mountague's 
conference "with \ns filler, and give her 
judgment thereon in this private apartment* 
there were two doors to it, one of which 
opened into our hall, the other into the 
iputer parlour 5 my lover was acquainted 
with every particular, he had laid his pla» 
with the utmoft caution and deliberation. 

Captain Mountague was a little fair man^ 
fo delicately formed, that he was called by 
theyoung englifhmen^ chicken Mountagae. 

As Mifs Mourttagtie's intention of quit- 
ting the convent was known, the reftraint 
flie was firft under relaxed; all her letters 
and tneffages were delivered to her, and 
the*conful*s lady informed her, (he had or- 
dered fome xloath«, which fhe intended to 
prefent to her, on the day of her coming 
of age. 

Vou IIL L O^ 
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On this pretence, a box was fent to the 
convent, by means of that lady's woman, 
in which among other things, was a parcel 
fealed, and addrefled to me ; containing a 
fuit of Captain Mountague's fcarlet cloatbi^ 
the colour he ufually wore. 

The evening before the conference^ 
Douglas advifed me to feign indifpofition, 
the deceit was fpared me, I was really very 
ill, my dear Viftoire paiTed the night in 
my cell, ah ! what a night—how did my 
heart reproach me for my duplicity to my 
true friend, flie prayed for her Agnes, but 
even the prayers of that righteous woman 
were ineflFeftive, I had deferted my God 
and he now abandoned me. But though 
dead to religion, gratitude, and friendihip 
had not loft all influence, my Vifloire yet 
remembers how often and how ardently 1 
embraced her — how — almoft fpeechlefe 
with agony I befought her to pray for — to 
pity the loji Agnes- 

Her 
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Her amazement at this expreffion is not 
\o be conceived, how ? loft ? my fitter ! 
my friend! faid fhe, ah! thou art very ill,- 
*hy fenfes arfe not right, compofe thyfelf^ 
thou art not loft — God will reftore thee. 

Never, nfever, cried I weeping, and at 
<that moment I was on the point of confef- 
fing my hidden fin, when the bleeding 
^torpfe of Douglas appeared to my imagi- 
^lation, at the grate where he fwore it 
fhould lay if my efcape was prevented : I 
Ihrieked, Viftoire was terrified, flie em- 
braced me, Implored me to be comforted, 
Xo rely on the interceffion of the virgin, 
fhe again prayed for me, and thus pafTed 
this horrible nighw 

At laft, day approached, when the bells 
^ung to early prayers ; tbe nuns as tiey 
pafTed to chapel all enquired after my 
^K^altlK 

L £ kV 
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Ah ! faid Vidoire, weeping, pray fot 
her, fhe is indeed much indifpofed. 

Let me relieve you, fitter, faid a friend/^ 
|iun, I will watch with Agnea. 

No, anfwered my friend, Ihe fcems now 
more compofed, I will remain with her *till 
<lay, if God fees fit to continue her fick- 
n^fs, you ftiall watch with hex to night. 

I now began to tremble, leaft the offici- 
ous zeal of the fifterhood, fliould prevent 
my going out of my cell ; I therefore af- 
fefted to be fleepy, and affuring Vidoire 
that I felt myfelf much better, prevailed 
on her to leave me; her piety only in- 
duced her to comply with my entreaties, 
fhe would go, flie faid, to morning vef- 
pprs, and pray for her Agnes; I embraced 
.her, I could not reftrain my tears, again 
and again I threw myfelf on her Jaithful 
bofom— fpftened and furprifed,^ (he left me 

with 
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with extreme reluClance — I entreated flie 
would take fome reft on her return from 
chapel^ ren>inded her of the conference, 
and begged Ihe would make my excufe^ 
for nbt attending ; go beft of women, faid 
I, pulling my veil over my eyes, which 
w^re drowned in tears ; the benedidion of 
the faints, and angels follow tliee, if I 
fliould rife before your return, I will wait 
for you in the garden. 

As foon as flie was gone, I wrapped my 
^wn round me, and taking the bundle 
tinder my arm, pafled the hall into the fu- 
perior's auditory,- which being opened to 
be aired, I eafily found -my way through, 
into the outer parlour, and there entered 
the light clofet which bolted on the infide, 
and put on the man's apparel. The abbefj^ 
and all the nuns were gone to vefpers; anil 
I waited with incredible patience and re-, 
folution, two hours in this place before the 
ringing of the gate bell anaounced the ex- 

L 3. peClect. 
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towards me to the gate,, I found myfelf m 
the ftreet deprived of every fenfe of re- 
ecJleflion- 

Mr. Douglas was waiting, be received 
me with tranfport ; Captain, faid he, takin j 
me by the arm, you have been detained 5 
then foftly, if you love your Douglas, re- 
fume your prefence of mind, it is toa lat« 
to retrnd. 

I looked round, the gate af the convent, 
was clofed, my very foul died within me» 

Come on my love, remember it is your 
Douglas, that implores you — take courage 
^-f-the reft of my plan is as well laid as this i 
we are both loft if we are retaken, if we 
get clear from hence my life ftiall be de- 
voted to ray Agnes. 

His voice reanimated me, I knew the 
danger Ve were in, and ufed my utmcft 

endeavours 



N 
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endeavours to keep pace with his wifhes ; 
we paffed the ftreets with celerity, and 
happily without obfervation, we left the 
city, and reached the fea fliore^ 

Here Agnes, faid Douglas, fupporting 
my tottering fteps into a natural cavity in 
a rock, this muft be our dwelling 'till our 
friend gives us the fignal of fafety and 
efcape^ . 



The precautions he had taken to pre-- 
Vent my fufFering any inconvenience, or 
taking cold in this place by being expofetf 
to the weather, was a proof of his affec- 
tion ; he had fpread a quantity of mats on 
the floor, if the bottom of the rock, which' 
was covered with fhells, could be fo called, 
and over them, as well as on a feat he had 
made, was fpread a rich carpet ; he had 
alfo provided large fur cloaks to fence me 
from the cold, there were befides baflcets^ 

L5 ^^ 
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of tBe bed provifions, Ibmewine^ and frelfr 
water,. 

When pight advanced,, notwithftanding 
the mpft tender and delicate affiduities of 
in)riover, I could not fupprefs the terror 

ffiy fituation raifed in nvy mind. 

I 

We were not above a league from my 
deferted convent, where if I was retaken^ 
a dreadful death was the inevitable pu- 
nifhment of my apoftacy ; the roaring of 
the fea, which as the darknefs increafed, 
beat dreadfully over our rock ; the wind 
, which blew a perfeQ; hurricane; and laftly^^ 
the being in fuch a place, folely accom- 
panied by and in the power of a man, to 
whom I was not yet married ; were all 
fcircumftances, which might fingly fubduc 
the fortitude of a ftronger mind than mine ; 
what therefore muft be my terror, under 
"their accumulated weight ? 
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Yet let me here, for alas! fuch occafions 
will too foon ceafe, do juftice to the h6^ 
nor, and tielicacy, of my lover's behayU 
Gur, during this more dreadful night, than 
the lafi which I had paffed in the convent. 

It is impoffible to conceive any thing, 
more elegantly tender,than his whole deport- 
ment; he wept as he fupported my fainting 
body, and when I recovered, cheared my 
finking fpirits, with ^the moft encouraging 
proteftations of inviolable love, and ho- 
nor; he endeavoured to infpire me with 
courage, by affurance of our perfefl; fafety, 
which could no other way be fecured. 

For confider my foul, thou treafure of 
thy Doi^las, laid he, preffing my cold 
hands to his breaft, the power, policy and 
intelligence of our enemies ; we have not 
only the civil power to evade, but the 
whole Romifli church are our inveterate 
foes« 

L6 Ohl 
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Oh! thou bleffed virgin t thou knaweft 
how deep that dreadful truth funk into my 
foul ; what, cried I, almoft frantic, the 
holy church ? the pious bifhop, the good 
fifterhood, Vifloire, are you all the foes 
of the loft Agnes ? let me return, let me 
expiate with my life for my oflFences ; let 
me be again received into the bleffed pale, 
I have fo wickedly deferted. 

Agne^, faid my lover, falling at myfeet^ 
forbear to ftab with thy words, the maa 
who adores thee ; if thou haft an atom of 
love for thy Douglas, forbear to wound 
him with thy unavailing regret; if indeec^ 
continued he, trembling, thou would'ftleave 
me, conceal from me the hateful truth,, 
leaft it (hould rob me of the courage ne«* 
ceffary to protefl: and fupport thee ; if 
Agnes no longer loves^her Douglas^ what 
is life to him ? 

The 
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The agitation he was in during thi* 
•fpecch, recalled me to a fenfe of what was 
due to a man, who had ventured fo much 
in my efcape ; whom I loved with unutter- 
able tendemefs, and to whofe honor, I had 
fo unrefcrvedly committed myfelf ; I be- 

4 

came more compofed and liftened to his 
footbing voice, 'till worn out with fatigue, 
I dropt afleep in his arms. 

I awoke much refrefhed, and found he 
had gently laid roe on the feat which was 
formed, doubtlefs for that purpofe, and 
having covered me with the cloaks, had 
laid himfelf down at my feet, and flept 
likewife* 

It was full day when we awoke, the fea 
had retreated from the rock, the wind was 
huihed, and the beams of the fun pene* 
trated our Iheker ; all wa« filent around^ 
and my lover advifcd our converfation to 
be in whifpers > for, faid he, I know if il 
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had not been attended with great danger^. 
MaHhall would have furnilhed us with ^ 
means to leave the coaft. 

This day appeared lefs tedious than the 
former; it was pafled in the moft delight- 
ful anticipations of the happinefs welhould 
t^njpy in Switzerland ; whither my lover 
intended to carry me; and as my confi- 
dence in him, increafed every moment, I 
became lefs uneafy in the uhconrfbrtable 
recefs, which by degrees loft its hoirors; 
as my love ftrengthened for Douglas, 
my regrets at the finful ft^ I had taken^ 
infenfibly leffened, *till it Was no longer 
remembered. 

The fecond night pafled as the firft, with 
increafe of confidence on my fide, of love 
and refpe6l on his, and ftill we heard no* 
thing of Mai fhall ; we were beginning to 
lay plans for our future exiftencc^ and ter<» 
jified into a belief, daat oujr friends .weje 

iuvolved 
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iBVX)lved in our diftrefs, when the fea agaia 
beating over our rock, I ftarted, ah ! 
Douglas we are betrayed, I am certain I 
heard the found of voices. 

He eagerly climbed up the back part of 
the cavity, come, my Agnes, cried he, 
here are our friends, we have not a mo- 
ment to lofe ; and he carried me in his 
arms to the open beach, where a perlon 
muffled in a cloak, who I found to be ' 
Captain Marfliall, and a large boat with 
fix men waited. 

How are my friends? faid I, you have 
no time for enquiries, replied he, adieu, 
and adieu, as he put a letter into the hands 
of Douglas, was all we had time to fay. 

We embarked and prefently loft fight of 
the fhore ; not a word was interchanged, 
the men rowed as if their own lives de* 
pended on their expedition^ and by the 
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time day broke, we were cntiFely out of 
the fight of land — a Ihip, which appeared 
at a vaft diftance was the objeft our men 
feemed to have in view, and we reached 
her about noon. 

In the mean while, the letter Marfliall 
put into my lover's hand excited my moft 
lively curiofity; I reminded him of it, and 
he gave it me to perufe. 

The contents will ever ^e engraved on 
my mind: — my flight from the convent was 
not difcovered 'till evening; Viftoire had 
vainly fought me, after the conference, 
which ended much to the difpleafure of our 
fuperior, as flie did not find peojJe, who 
were not dependant on her favour, quite 
fo partial to her opinion, as thofe who 
\^ere — {he had fearched the garden, the 
chapel, and every where but Mifs Moun* 
tague's apartment, where it at laft oc- 
curred to her, 1 might be ; ihe therefore 

^b3Ludoaed 
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abandoned any farther parfuit, 'till even- 
ing vefper, when not meeting me at a part 
of my devotion I had never before miffed ; 
and Mtfs Mountague declaring fhe had not 
feen me, my poor friend ran diftrafted to 
the fuperior, to beg the paqd might be 
dragged, as flie feared from my deliriumji 
and defpondency the laft nighty fame 
dreadful cataftrophe* 

Her requeft was complied with, but no 
information was gained, nor any fufpicioH 
of my elopement, 'till one of the lay-fer- 
vants found my wrapper, and fhoes in the 
clofet. 

It had happened, that the portrefs who 
let me out, was fuddenly feized with a diz- 
zinefs flie was aceuftomed to in her head ; 
and was obliged to quit-her ftation, which 
was then filled by one of the women be- 
longing to the kitchen^ ^lio on being per- 

fanally 
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fonally dire6ed by the abbefs had let Mr- 
Mountague out* 

It was in vain the portrefs on her re- 
covery, ".nd being told this circumftance, 
protefted ftie had before opened the gale 
for Mr. Mountague ; all (he faid, was b&. 
Heved to proceed from the diforder in her 
head, and treated accordingly; 'till the 
wrapper, and flioes led to a fufpicion, 
that fome thing more than the wanderings 
df a diforded imagination was the fource of 
her exclamations. 

The affair was direftly carried to the 
inquifition, who iffued their warrant for 
bringing Mr. and Mifs Mountague be- 
fore them; the conful appealed from their 
power to the king ; who was pleafed to 
order thofc young people to remain un- 
fldolefted. 

Viftoire 
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Vffloir^ was next fent for, but her pro-- 
teftors were ftilb more powerful, as fhe 
was daughter to the French ambafrador^ 

The judges of the inquifition and the- 
priefts were the more enraged, as they 
were thus prevented from convifling thet 
ftippofed accomplices ; and had fet every 
|k)flible engine to work, to difcover the 
Culprits ; my vifits, added Marfliall at the 
convent are fufpended, but I receive invi- 
tations highly flattering ta my hopes from' 
the conful. 

s The veffel on board which vou will be 
received, as an Englifh traveller and his 
tutor, is bound to Ancona ; but will land 
you on the fbore of Barbary,. which coaft 
I .have informed the captain the young 
gentleman has a defire to vifit ; I added, 
he had loft his patTage from Lifbon in an 
Englifh frigate, by going too far into the 
country, When (he was under failing or-- 

ders 5 
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ders ; you will be fet on fhore as agreed, 
from whence I advife you to ufe all poffi- 
ble expedition 'till you get out of the pow^ 
of the church of Rome. 

This was the fubftance of Mr. MarlhaWO' 
letter ; and it was too lat^e to objeft to hil 
plan, had we been fo inclined; we reached 
the veffel and rewarded our piiols^, but 
were yet far from being at eafe ; for thj 
captain, notwithftanding his agreement, in* 
lifted on touching firft at Ancona, froril 
whence he intended to freight for the Bar^f 
bary fhore. 

Thus remaining ftill in the jurifdiftionof 
his holinefs, we were under conftant ap^ 
prehcnfions ; neverthelefs Douglas, at all 
rifques procured a travelling pricft, to give 
us the nuptial benediftion as foon as we 
arrived at Ancona; from whence fortu- 
nately we procured a paflage on board a 
Danifh merchant Ihip to EJfineur. 

i 
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I muft not omit to inform you, that Mr. 
Douglas accounted for my difguife to the 
j^rieft who married us, by faying I was an 
Epglilh lady who had fled from my friends^ 
to efcape a perfecution on account of my 
religion. 

If you confider, my dear brother, the 
|)ains this man had taken to get me into 
his power, the reftraint his refpedful be- 
haviour muft have laid on his libertine na- 
ture, and the danger he had expofed him- 
feif to, you will conclude his joy at the 
grand completion of his fcheme was great; 
it was indeed unbounded, and his wife be- 
came ftill dearer, than the Agnes Mon- 
crafs, who had expofed herfelf to fo many 
hazards in following him. 

We had after our landing at Elfineur,, 
ftill a long journey to take, before we 
reached the fpot of our deftination ; but 
my hufband*s courage, and perfeverence 

overcame 
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x)vercame all difficalties, and we were hap^ 
pily fettled in a beautiful villa on the bank 
of the lake of Geneva, when I had ad*, 
vanced too far in my pregnancy to havt 
-encountered any further fatigue. 

And this, brother, was the moft happy 
period of my life, oh ! it was more than fo, 
it was a continued fcene of rapture ; the 
^endernefs of my hufband, was an inexhauf* 
tible fource of blifs to me, it was the fweet 
oblivion in which all memoiy of the paft, 
and all fears for the future were loft ; it 
lulled my confcience, it Toothed my cares, 
and was the tower of ftrength on which my 
hope refted ; I loved, I adored him, yet 
would he often difpote prfe-^wiinence with 
me, on the fond excefs of the paffioa 
we felt for each other ; but ah ! how tran* 
fttory how Ihort lived was thi^ pleaCng 
calm. 

The 
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The duke of — — , who wa$ our neigh-f- 
hour, took a particular liking to my hut 
band, and continually invited him to hi^ 
parties ; but my fuuation was the apology^ 
he offered for declining, any, except 
bunting, which as he was very fond of th^ 
fport, he accepted. 

* 

The very firft time he panook of his 
favorite diverfion, he was brought home^ 
having in hi's fall from a vicious horfe, rcti 
ceived two frattures in his leg, and diflo* 
cated his collar-bone ; and he \yas other-r 
wife So much bruifed, his life was in the 
moft imminent danger. 

All recolle£Uon of my fufferings at th^ 
light, was obliterated by a total depriva-fi 
tion of my fenfes ? my child's life was loft^ 
arid mine alfo defpaired of — my hufband 
recovered enough to be informed of my 
fituation, without danger to himfelf, be-r 
fore I was reftored to my fenfes. The 
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fneafure of my iniquites was not yet full, I 
had not yet fuffered the punifhment due 
to the enormity of my offences, the blow 
was yet to come which I humbly truft, will 
at the laft great account be received in ex- 
tenuation, I was yet fpared to be num- 
bered among the living* 

My recovery was flow and doubtful, the 
diftrefsful folicitude of my hufband is 
not to be expreffed ; he was himfelf very 
weak, and his conftant anxiety for me, 
preyed on his fpirits, impaired bis confti- 
tution, aud retarded the cure of his hurts. 

His danger roufed me from the ftupor 
the fover had left on my nerves ; but my 
hufband was fo enervated, and the fever on 
his fpirits continued to increafe fo faft, our 
phyficians advifed, as the dernier refort, 
the air of Montpellier — he was himlelf 
alarmed at a prognoftic fo terrible, and 
fell into a profound melancholy, front 

which 
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"Vti A I exerted my atmoft powers to te- 
lieve him. — but in vain. 

We took ^he road ^o Montpellief, my 
•heart breaking over my drooping hufband, 
ivhofe foul sqjpalled by fear of death, ftirunk 
in terror from the impending blow ; and 
ter-rified at the phantoms of his own con^ 
fcience, was not one moment fatisfied, but 
when he knew I watched him ; I was not 
only his nurfe, but his waking .guard. 

It was in t'hofe Tad houfs -wVich 1 pafled 
by the bed of the man I adored, trembling 
at every figh, and harrowed by eveiy 
groan, that confcience firft awoke my mind 
to refleflions, forgotten in the reciprocal 
enjoyment of connubial love ; I trembled 
leaft the x:urfes denouncfed agairift me by 
the holy church were now beginning to 
operate, and thought I forefaw in the lofs 
of my beloved hufband, the juft vengeance 
due to my broken vow* 

Vol. III. M \^. 
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It was indeed beginning, but that hsA 
been mercy, even his death, had he 
breathed his laft in my arms, would have 
been a mifery, far fliort of what I was 
doomed to fuflPer. 

He ftill continued to grow worfe-; one 
.night when I had been offering my weep- 
ing oraifons to heaven for his recovery, 
when I had been imploring the Almighty 
to fpare him, yet a little longer. With 
folded hands, and dreaming eyes, he fud- 
denly befought me to pardon him. 

I can neither live nor die, faid he, with- 
out confeffing how I have injured the beft 
of women ! 

Alas ! I replied, you have not injured 
me ; fuppofing he alluded to my leaving 
the convent, my own heart mifled me, not 
my Douglas; let not that fin reft on thy 
mind, it is me, who am the delinquent, 

who 
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wlio ought to feel rej^ntance, and faffer 
for my offence. 

Miftaken angel ! anfwered he, gafping 
for breath, and doft thou think it is the 
curfed prieftcraft of thy vow, that haunts 
my mind? do not (hudder^ it is not yet 
lime, when thou (halt know how I have 
abufed thy unfufpicious nature, when thou 
heareft me corifefs, that had I died when 
I had that fall from my horfe, which will 
I fear,^ at laft deftroy me ; thou^ thou my 
virtuous Agnesf, and thy child, had it fur- 
vived, would have been beggars, without^ 
homey friends.^ fortunt^ or charaBer. 

Heavenly powers ! anfwered I, what is 
it you fay, is this a delirium, or what fieital 
myftery are you about to unravel ? we 
might have beeja homelefs, and what 
wretches who are fo can boaft of friends ? 
Ave might have been deftitute of fupport, 
but furelv the hard world would have left 

M 2 me 
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me a widow's right to weep^ wkhom 
wounding my fame. — 

No, faid he, with violence, it would 
not, for know thou haft no bufband, no 
fuch being as Douglas, is in exiftence, 

I am an impoftor, I have deceived thee— 
Now then Agnes, do not curfe, but for- 
give me, and take the only amends in my 
power to ofFen 

What he further uttered, I know not, I 
fell lifelefs on the bed by his fide ; he wept, 
tore his hair, and raved ; called for a cjjer- 
^yman, a prottftant clergyman. 

The fervant, whom we had brought with 
us from Geneva, frightened at his violence, 
aftually ran to the houfe of an EnglijQi no- 
bleman, whofe family was then at Mont- 
pellier, on account of his ill health, who 
had in their fuite a domeftic chaplain; 
}\vax ihe intreated to come to her matter, 

who 
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Avfio was dying, and it was not *till her 
return on opening the curtains (he dif- 
covered my fituation. 

The good clergyman afliftedin my re- 
covery, and in calming the tranfports of 
my hufband ; who without adverting to 
my vow, or hinting at my elopement from 
the convent, made the fame confeffion to 
him, he had before done to me ; and im- 
plored him to prevail on me to forgive, 
and receive him now as my legal hufband; 
which would, at leaft, fecure to me and- 
mine the proteftiojn of his family. 

How my foul rofe at the deceit pra6lifed 
on my unfufpefting heart, how I detefted 
the impofter one moment, and adored him 
the next ; how often tny rejeftion threw 
him into defpair, from which my frantic 
tendernefs relieved him 5 you, my brother, 
who have felt the various exceffcs of the 
paffion which has ruined your fitter, may 

M 3 igerk^xj^ 
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perhaps, though but imperfeflly conceive;: 
let me then haften to lay, that to the rea- 
foning of the divine, and the entreaties of 
Boy hufband, was added a tender pleader^, 
more interefted in the event than my- 
felf ; I was a fecond time pregnant, and at 
length eonfented to become, according to 
the rites of the proteftant churchj^^ the wife 
ei James Neville^ an Englifhman of good 
femily, and as it afterwards proved^ heir 
to large eftates in Glocefterlhire^ 

I have already, my dear brother, far 
exceeded the limits^ of an epiftdlary cor-- 
Tefpondent ; but thefe letters are from the 
dead ; the heart that indites, will ceafe ta 
throb ; the hand that writes, to tremble ; 
life's fitful fever will be paft^ before 
you receive them ; and allthat remains of 
your once loved fifter, will be the daugh- 
ter of the barbarous man, whcj^ ruined 
her eternal peace, and abandoned her to 

forroWi, tp want,, and to the gnawings of 

the 



A G N E S. 247 

the worm which never dies. But I will 
now clofe this firft pacquet, leaft a confu- 
fion fhould arife to give the bed of bro- 
thers, one trouble that can be avoided, in 
the arrangement of the many fheets which 
wiH be filled with the fad ftory, and blotted 
with the tears of 

AiJNES Neville. 
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At feemed as if revealing his guilty fecret: 
vas the only thing wanting to recover Mr.. 
Neville; his health and fpirits returned! 
with additional luftre; he called me the 
faviour of his foul and body^ and Mr. 
Dormer, (who was the only perfon prefent 
aft our marriage,- befides one witnefs he 
procured on whofe prudence he faid he- 
could rely) often heard the grateful and: 
tender effufions of a hearty now more en- 
deared to me than ever* 

Apprehending that our change of name 
would excite curiofity,. and give occafiort 

fox* 
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for impertinent enquiries ; we did not ven- 
ture to be feen in public at Montpellier^ 
where there then were many people Mr. 
Neville knew ; but left that place as foon 
as poffible, aud returned to Geneva, ftill 
as Mr. and Mrs. Douglas; where we meant 
to difpofe of our property, and remove to 
fome diftant part, either of Switzerland, or 
Germany (as we feared to venture on ca- 
tholic ground) and there affume our real 
name ; for he confelfed he had reafpns, as 
cogent, as the fiftitious ones he had before 
afligned, which prevented his going to 
England. - 

By the time we returned to our houfe, I 
was not in a fituation to bear the fatigue of 
travelling ; and the continual agitation I 
had fufFered rendered my hufband tenderly 
apprehenfive for my life ; quiet was cer- 
tainly neceffary, and that I now enjoyed 
ill every fenfe. 

M 5 A^ncg, 
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Agnes was born at this happy periocT; 
her father received her as the choiceft gift 
of heaven, and how dear {he has ever been 
to the heart of her fond nK)ther, God only 
knows* 

The little cherub was for fome months^ 
very weakly, and we were in conftant ap- 
prehenfion of lofing her.Thepleafing pain- 
ful cares, which the fwect ftranger brought 
into the world with her, added to our 
anxiety to prefervc her, fo occupied us ; 
that we no longer thought of changing our 
refidence; and knowing we could at any 
time affume our name, I became carelefs 
about the matter — I had my fond hufband 
—my lovely chiM — a pleafant though 
^humble home, where peace and plenty 
reigned~and what more could I have en^. 
joyed, bad I been dignified by the mod 
fplendid title ? 

My 
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My hufband received his penfion through 
a banker at Paris, who remitted it to him 
under his feigned name of Douglas ; from 
this perfon he received an exprefs, which 
though it gave him a momentary concern, ' 
filled him. with tranfport; and oh!' how he 
promifed, and fwore and how deceived ! 

A relation from whom he had expeQa- 
ti'ons, was dead, and for us only he re- 
joiced, his wife fhould be the Lady Boun- 
tiful of his eftates — his Agnes the heirefs — 
and himfdfthehappieft of men ! He had 
fome affairs to fettle in England before he 
could remove us, but he would go and ar- 
range them, and return to take us in tri- 
umph, to his family, and country. 

He left us^— the cruel ! barbarous ! ^ the 

r 

w^orfe than favage ! left his fond adoring 
wife — his fmiling infant, to grief! to an- 
guilh! to defpair ! 

M 6 For 
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For the firft two months I had letters^ 
from him every mail. But after that, it 
was no longer my hujband — ^my lover-^ 
my friend ! it was Douglas, the iropofteif, 
Douglas^ for hy that name he always figned 
his letters, and / from habit unhappily did 
the fame. 

J femonftrated on his cruel negleQ: — 
bewailed my own hard fate, and entreated 
his pity to my uprotefted ftate, his coin- 
paflion for his child ; with alike ill fuccefs. 
For fome months he ceafed to write at all, 
but at the end of the eighth he returned — 

Yes— the inhuman returned — to impofe 
afrefh on my credulity. 

The affair he hinted at, as preventing^ 
his refidence in England, was again, he 
faid, taken up by his enemies (who were 
people in power) with fuch acrimonyj^ that 
he was not fafe even in Geneva ; now that 

they 



A G N £ S. 253 

they h)ad difoovered his retreat : he only 
ventured to ccxne to me to fettle the mode 
of fending my remittances ; he muft iiv- 
ftantly return; if the difagreeable affair 
did not terminate to his advantage^ hea- 
ven knew when he fhould fee me again ; 
two hundred pounds a year would be paid 
to my order as Agnes Douglas ; and with- 
out one tender embrace, one look at his 
poor infant^^ he quitted our nozo- mifcrabU 
dwelling, with as much hafte, as though he 
feared fome dreadful contagion was in it* 

The blow was fo fudden, fo unexpeSed^ 
and fo dreadful ; that it threw me into a 
fever of the brain, from which it was three 
Months before I recovered. 

My little Agnes wa» thought to be dy^ 
ing, when returning reafon bid me re- 
member I was a mother ; and maternal af- 
feftion was roufed at the fight of my fick 
child ji who whether^from negleS, or na- 
tural 
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tural weaknefs, was not only ill, but Iter 
Bttle limbs for want of exercife were fwel- 
Icd^ and contrafled, and the fairy as we 
ufed to call her, (merely from her fpright* 
linefs and agility) was now in danger oF 
becoming a cripple. This fight while it 
•ftruck to my heart like the icy hand of 
death, called forth all my faculties; and 
my forrows^ were awhile fufpended in 
the care of my lovely child; whom it 
pleafed heaven to reftore, with all the 
bloom of healthful infancy to her mother -s -- 
prayer. 

You will hardly be perluaded, brother, 
that fo exceedingly firiiple was I, I aftually 
believed the hafty tale my hufband had left 
my credulity to digeft; and that all my 
fenfes after the recovery of my child^ were 
abforbed in forrow for him ; I was in con- 
ftant expeftation of his return, and even 
reproached myfelf for chiding him for his 
negleQ:. 
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All! thought I, at the inftant my letters 
were given to him, he might be over- 
whelmed with forrow — do I know he is not 
now fo ? was it for me, his fond mfe — the 
mother of his child, to aggravate diftrefs, it 
is his misfortune I am not permitted to al- 
leviate? he cannot abandon his wife and 
child; no f he is himfelf enduring the 
woes his abfence inflifts on us. 

Thus fondly flattering my hopes, and 
confiding in his honor, I pafTed two heavy 
years ; but at the end of the fecond, I was 
reduced to diftrefs of another kind. My 
draft was protefted. Monfieur Noverre^ 
the banker who had hitherto paid my pen- 
fion Wets dead, and the anfwer fent by his 
fucceflbr was — that Mr. Neville hadclofed 
his account with them. 

I Ihould have before told you, that as 
the penfion was paid to my hufband by or- 
der of Lord Ruthven, I ftill thought it 

was 
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was to that nobleman's bounty, I owed 
the fubfiftance of myfelf and child : I was 
therefore not a little furprifed, when I 
found Mr. Neville in his own name had 
negotiated it with the banker ; yet, \oth 
ftill to give up my fond confidence in his 
principles, I hoped in fpite of reafon, that 
a little time would clear up this,, and every 
other ambiguous circumftance, to the cre- 
dit of Am, whofe honor, it was both my 
duty, and' inclination to fupport. 

In the country where we then lived, re- 
figion was fo tolerated, it was difficult to 
fay what was the eftablilhed doftrine, moft^ 
adhered to by the inhabitants. We had a 
Romifli chapel, and a Lutheran church in 
our little village : the prieft to whom I 
confeffed, was a man of unaffeSed piety, 
fine fenfe and univerfal charity : my fweet 
Agnes, he ufed to call his playfellow, and 
feldom took his evening walk without her. 
To bim^ I opened my heart,^ when having 

lived 
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Bved another year orrthe credit my good! 
neighbour gave ixiej^ and the fale of what 
txifling. valuables I poffefled^ I found my- 
felf utterly dellitute.. 

Father St. Jerome was the meek prac-- 
tifer of the vintucs he taught, he joined! 
with me in opinioUj, that my hufhand was* 
more unfortunate than faulty. 

Perhaps^ fkid the goodman^ the nature: 
of the diftrefs in which he is involved^, 
may oblige him to. conceal himfelf ; Loi4 
Ruthven may have withdrawn his bounty, 
and your hufband is ignorant of your fitu- 
ation. I have correfpondents in England^ 
and will cauie enquiry to be made ; in the 
mean while> I will be your aJmoner: the 
generous prieft was as good, as his word, 
but, oh! brother! how can I defcribe the 
anguifh I was now fated to endure. 

Eaxh^r. 
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Father Jerome came one morning ear- 
Ker than his acciiftomed hour. You have 
told me Mris. Douglas, feid he, with un- 
ufual coldnefs, and gravity ; that your huf- 
band and yourfelf aflumed the name of 
Douglas for family reafons;yon have made 
ine the confidant of your diftrefs, and I 
have been willing to approve myfelf your 
friend, are you at liberty, may 'I afk^^to 
difclofe thofe reajhns to me ? 

The reverend interrogator looked ear-- 
neftly in my face, while he was thus fo- 
lemnly fpeaking ; my countenance under- 
went a variety of changes, and well might 
^e good man (who knew no difguife in his 
own a&ions, and who could fuggeft no 
'teudable reafon why, with refpeft to him,, 
there (hould be any in mine) miftake my 
evident co/ifufion for guilt. 

• 

I could not comprehend of what utility 
to me, or fatisfaftion to hirn, it could be to 

exppf® 
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expofemy hufl>and*s faults ; on die con- 
trary, I believjed it my duty to coaceat 
them, to the utmoft of my power; when I 
eould ck) it wkhotK injury to my honor,, 
and my religion; yet how to evade fo home 
an interrogation,, and to account for it» 
being put was^ equally hard. 

I have always been taught to hold the^ 
Hiventor of a falfhood in abhorrence, nor 
ever could prevail on myfelf ta confent to 
evil^ that good might cdme of it: after 
fome hefitation thereforCj, I anfwered, as I 
thought ray duty to my hufband demanded^ 
without violating the truth ; that I was wc?^ 
at liberty to difclofe the reafons for our 
conduCk. 

To my unutterable grief, the good fa- 
ther inftantly left my hoUfe ; nor did he as- 
ufual call for his playfellow, or condefcend 
%o take any notice,, either oi her or me; 

when- 
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when we met him in our little ramblfes 
round the village.. 

On Friday when I went to mafs, in- 
ftead of that confoling manner that always 
reached my foul with comfort ; he went 
riirough the duty of hrs office^ regarding 
me with a ftern, and angry countenance ; 
and as foon as fervice was over, inftead of 
thofe benign greetings that were wont to 
render me refpeftable to the reftof his flock, 
he turned' into his houfe without fpeaking. 

Gh ! my dear brother ! I thought my 
heart would burft ; the only friend (and 
him raifed by heaven) to me and my child, 
to be thus fuddenly and unaccountably 
prejudiced againft me ; to be thus caft 
from the protection of benevolence, con-^ 
demned unheard. 

Alas! what had I dbne? what tongue 
fo vile to calumniate fo very wretched and 

inofFenfive 
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inoffenfive a being ? but was this jujlice^ 
was it religion^ to add to the forrowsofthe 
poor ^nd needy ? how could I have offended 
father St. Jerome> yet grant I had been fo 
,unhappy as to lay under his difpleafure, 
would fo good, fo holy a man forget the 
refpe£l due to misfortune ? 

Oh ! no ! faid I, fuddenly flopping, 
fctfne dreadful caufe there is, but / am in- 
nocent ; why then fhould / therefore fear 
to afk it ? I will go back, I will demand of 
father Jerome the reafonsfor his behaviour, 
I will at leafl know in what I am criminal, 
and I returned to the village with this re- 
folution* 

When I entered the dwelling of the cha- 
ritable priefl, he was diflributing alms to 
the aged of his flock, with the beams of 
ineffable pleafure glowing on his counte- 
nance; my appearance quickly changed the 
placid fmikj^ into a difguftful frown^ 

Far 
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Far from being difmayed at a reception 
I knew it muft caufc him fame pain to give 
me, it infpired me with courage ; I waited 
•till his pensioners were difmiffed, and then, 
in a firm voice though not unaccompanied 
with tears; entreattd he would inform 'i\e 
on what account I had incurred his dif- 
pleafure. 

Your own heart, madam, faid he, if you 
fcrutinize it will inform you. 

My heart, father, is the feat of mifery, 
tnit ■ ■ he interrupted me. 

It is the feat of depravity, Mrs.Douglas, 
had / deferved, madam, to be charged 
with your commiffions ; to expofe my own 
charafter, and that of my friend, in folicit- 
ing a married man, to makejprovifion fot 
^ miftrefs he had deferted ? 

I was petrificd^^ he proceeded : 

«aa 
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Had you, Mrs. Douglas, put on (as be- 
came you) thie garb pf a magdalen; aiad fo- 
licited througli me, the means to bring up 
your child, and. fupport yourfelf in a ftate 
of penitence, and humility ; if I had not 
fucceeded in my application to your para- 
mour, th«re art well difpofed chriftians, . 
there art fome virtuous xoomen^ who would 
not with-hold; their alms from fo pious a 
purppfc. 

Let me comprehend you, fir, anfwered 
I, with a mixture of fpirit and amazement ! 
who are you defc^bing ? to what do you 
allude? and why are my ears wounded 
with fuch fhocking expletivcij? fpeak to me 
fir, in the language you were ufed to ; let 
me learn from you the plain meaning of 
words I am fo little accuftomed to hear. 

There, madam, faid he, giving me a 
letter — you have really more natural con- 
fidence than I expetled — read that — I am 
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